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October 2014 Newsletter

MYSTERY PERSON!
CAN YOU GUESS WHO I AM?
E-MAIL ANSWERS TO BHUMCHURCH@COMCAST.NET

Please send us a picture for next month’s newsletter!
Email pictures to bhumchurch@comcast.net or drop photos off at the church office.
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please call (804) 530-1391 or
e-mail us at bhumchurch@comcast.net to have your name removed. Thank you!
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2014

Who are we and why are we here?
That is a deep question – one you may not just ask someone when
you are having lunch or coffee or catching up. But I find, that
most people are seeking these answers, or at least seeking a safe
place to ask these questions.
This Sunday we begin a new Sermon Series called “God’s Story,
Our Stories.”
We can only begin to make sense of our stories once we see how
we are truly participants in God's story. In this series we look at
select passages that illuminate how the Bible unfolds as a powerful
story of God's relationship with humanity and God’s world: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration.
As we learn more about God’s story, we find our own story.
As we share our story with others we share God’s presence with others. We share how God has had an impact on us.
This past weekend, many of you know I officiated at my sister in law’s wedding in San Diego. Folks coming to the
wedding were invited to an “Engagement Party” and were surprised to learn that the happy couple were getting married! For many there, this was only “worship service” they had attended in some time. After the ceremony, I had
many people come and tell me that they wanted to talk more about God with me. Several folks said things about
how they thought worship was stuffy or irrelevant and this felt uplifting. Weddings are always fun and joyful to me
and so I rejoiced with them! However, several people began to talk with me during the reception about their faith,
their struggle, and how they felt distanced from God and/or the church.
I spent an hour with one woman who shared she felt like she couldn’t come to church because of past mistakes and
shame. As I told her that God loved her and there was nothing she could ever do to change God’s love she wept.
There we sat weeping together- me crying because I was so thankful to share God’s love with her and her weeping because she was releasing past pain.
Another man at the party came and asked if he could speak with me and for an hour we sat and talked. He said, “I’m
an atheist, but I want to talk with you.” He told me how he stopped going to church when he was a child because of
the hypocritical way people in his church acted. Then he stopped believing in God and decided he could find answers for everything on his own. But he shared how he felt so empty and wanted more in life. I shared my faith with
him. He told me he thought people who believed in God were narcissistic because to him, they only believed because
they were scared of going to hell and they believed only for self-preservation. I felt so honored that he shared this
with me. He wasn’t trying to make fun of me for believing in God. Rather, he was simply sharing what he thought.
Continued on the next page:
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I shared that narcissism is the opposite of Christianity. We live not for ourselves, but to love God
and love others- to serve others and not ourselves. That is the whole point I told him. When he
pressed me to argue and debate my belief, I said, “For me this isn’t about winning any argument, belief isn’t an argument, it’s a relationship.” This was a completely strange concept to him. “To believe
something, you have to argue it,” he said. Over and over he asked me, “How do you know?” I said,
“Because I have peace…because I have a relationship with a Savoir who loves me and is with me every
day.” “SO- God talks to you?” he asked. “Yes,” I said. “Then you’re crazy.” I laughed and said, “I
guess I am.” We laughed together a bit and then he said, “You know, not believing is really hard. It’s
hard to know there is nothing out there and that I’m alone.” I told him, “Believing isn’t easy either.
I can’t do anything without Christ. Jesus calls me to love my enemies and there is no way I can live
this life without God’s help every day. I am not strong on my own. I need God.” He sat up and
looked at me so perplexed and said, “Let me get this straight: It’s stronger to be weak and rely on
God than rely on yourself?” “Yes,” I said. We talked for a long time. Finally he said to me, “I want
what you have. I’m going to go to church now—not because I’m ready to believe, but because I want
to feel what you feel and I want community. I feel so alone.” I asked him if I could pray with him
and he said no, but I am praying for him and I hope you will too. I hope you’ll pray for all the people
who feel the way he feels.
Right here in these conversations we see how we are created and how we fall and how God ‘s hope
for us is redemption and restoration. Until we hear God’s story, we think we’re on our own, but
hearing another person share their story we see that we are not alone. We can see our story is part of
God’s universal story. God is seeking to redeem and restore us. God created us out of love and this
is what God wants for us. Too many people do not know this. And too often we do not know these
people.
Too often, we only know the people in our circles, who listen to the same music we listen to, who
watch the same TV channels we watch, who are part of the same groups we are part of. We rarely get
outside of ourselves. When this happens we start to think our story is the same. We begin to think
our story is about us, our routine, the way we want things. But that isn’t true. Our story is not really
about us.
God risks everything for us. That’s God’s story- Creation, Redemption, Restoration.
Our story is about how God has saved us through his son Jesus Christ!
Sharing our story with others moves us outside of our own circle and into the world where Jesus
Calls us to share the good news, to make disciples, and to connect our stories with His!
I pray that as we explore God’s Story, Our Stories, we will find the courage to remember how and
why God created us and to share how God has redeemed us and to grow as God restores us!
In God’s Love,
Pastor Beth
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Finance Committee
Attached you will find the 2015 budget for Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church. The
budget was approved by the Church Council at the September 9th meeting and by the time you read this
newsletter, the budget will have been approved by the Church Charge Conference scheduled for
September 30th.
The budget is formatted so that you can see a side by side comparison of the 2014 budget to the
2015 budget. As you will note, there is a 3.2% increase over the 2014 budget with the major increase
being in the Local Church Building Operations - Section III. There was a decrease in the Conference
Apportionments - Section VII.
The total Program and Operating Budget, including the mortgage payment is $255,621 for 2015
compared to $247,638 for 2014 (3.2% increase).
If you have any questions about the budget, please contact me. Our new 2015 Finance Chairman
will be Bill Talley and he took the lead on preparing the budget for the year. We want to thank him for
his work to pull the budget numbers together and thank all of you that were so helpful in getting your
budget needs to him.
You will be hearing more from the Stewardship Committee on the 2015
Stewardship Campaign and how we will fund this budget. As a reminder, please
continue to pay your pledges for 2014 and if you are out of town, please drop
your offering at the church office or mail it in. We are thankful for those of you
that remember to mail in your gifts when you are away.
Thank you for your dedication to our church and all the work you do to
make Bermuda Hundred a great place to call our church home.
God Bless, Betty.

Starting Point
The Prayer Shawl
Ministry will meet on
Tuesday, October
14th from 1:00 PM to
3:00 PM at
Lilly Enz’s house.
See Lilly Enz for more
information!
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Have you recently visited Bermuda Hundred UMC?
Or perhaps you have been worshiping here for awhile
and you'd like to learn more about Bermuda Hundred
UMC.
Starting Point is a great place to begin learning more!
Sunday, Sunday, October 5- Panera with the Pastor
(meet at the Panera in Chester at 1:30 pm).
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Children & Youth Ministries
For Youth:
The start of school has also brought the start of our United Methodist Youth Group on Sunday nights
from 6-8:00 pm. The Kick Off was a great success with several parents and youth attending. Several
items were discussed to include the possibility of anew night for youth group! We will start trying this
out in October.
Sunday Oct 12th NO YOUTH GROUP instead it will be Wed Oct 15th from 6-7:30pm
Sunday Oct 26th NO YOUTH GROUP instead it will be Wed Oct 29th from 6-7:30pm
*There will be no dinner provided on Wednesday nights, just a snack.
Our youth have decided to make a big difference in their lives and others this summer and will go on a
mission trip! Check out next month’s newsletter for the location and dates. Because of this amazing
opportunity, you will be seeing many more youth fundraisers. Some ideas that are already in the works
include Yard Clean Up, Soup Sales, Parent’s Night Out, a Spaghetti Dinner, and many more. Keep an
eye out in the church bulletin, on Facebook and in these newsletters for ways to support our youth
through these fundraisers.
I want to highlight Christian Shier as our Youth Disciple of the Month for September. He brought
three friends to youth group on Sep 21st. What an awesome way to spread God’s Love to others, way to
go Christian!
For Children:
Children’s Church is a great way for your little ones ages 4 and up to learn all about worship in a kid
friendly environment. Every Sunday during the 11:00 am service right after the Children’s Moment
your children are invited to come downstairs for their own child run service! Parents, we are always
looking for volunteers to help guide them through this. There will be a binder with easy to follow
directions on what to do. Helping out with this is a wonderful way to see God working in our
children’s hearts and get a glimpse at the future of Bermuda Hundred UMC!
For the even littler ones, ages 0-3 years, we have a wonderful, warm nursery that is longing for some
happy babies to come play in it. The nursery would love to watch these sweet babies during the
Contemporary service at 8:30 am, throughout Sunday school from 9:45-10:45 am and during the
11:00 am service!
-Laurel Sage, Director of Children and Youth Ministries

The United Methodist Men presented 3rd grade
bibles to Carter and Donovan on Sunday,
September 21st at the 11 am worship service.

Baby Amelia was baptized on Sunday, September
21st at the 11 am worship service.

October Meetings in the Grundy Parlor:
- The Stewardship Committee will meet on Thursday, October 2 at 6:00 PM.
-The Lay Leaders will meet on Tuesday, October 7 at 7:00 PM.
-The Staff Parish Relations Committee (“SPRC”) will meet on
Wednesday, October 8 at 7:00 PM.
-The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 14th at 6:30 PM.
-Church Council will meet on Tuesday, October 14th at 7:30 PM.
-The Worship Team will meet on Thursday, October 16th at 6:30 PM.
(The choir will practice on Thursday, October 16th at 7:30 PM.)
Financial Peace University (FPU) is a life-changing
9-week program that teaches you to achieve your
financial goals by eliminating debt, saving for the
future, and giving like never before. The average
family completing FPU reduces their debt by $5,300
and saves $2,700 in just 9 weeks, and completely
transforms their attitudes and behaviors towards finances during the process.
There are 9 weeks of classes in the Grundy Parlor
with Dee and Chris Knaggs on Wednesdays at
7:00 PM from September 17th and ending on
November 19th (FPU will not meet October 8th).
What would your morning be like if you began it with a Morning Prayer
Service?
How would your week change if on Wednesday morning you came to a
Morning Prayer Service?
Starting on Wednesday, October 1st Bermuda Hundred UMC will offer a
Wednesday Morning Prayer Service every Wednesday morning.
We'll have music, scripture, prayer, communion, and be sent out ready to
serve the Lord.
The service will be held in the Sanctuary promptly at7 am and will end by 7:30am so those who are
working are able to get where they need to be.
Can you spare 30 minutes for prayer?
Could 30 minutes of prayer change you day? Your week? Your life?
Come and See!
Come- Rise and Shine with us!
In the morning when we rise- if we say "Give me Jesus" we will be more
equipped to give the world Jesus wherever we go!
Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church
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United Methodist Women
I want to thank everyone who worked setting up, donating items, purchasing, and cleaning up after the yard
sale. It was a great success. We made $1,208.25. Without everyone working together it would not have
been possible.
Our next meeting will be October 20th at 7:00 PM in the Grundy parlor. The program will be on the
Young Women's Retreat, presented by Tabitha Strickler, Kelly Manor and Kailey Craddock. All ladies are
invited to attend. If you need child care please let me know.
-Doris Morefield, UMW President

Pictured from left to right are Retreat Leader and
Virginia Conference Chair for Membership,
Nurture, and Outreach Mary Jane Rawley,
Retreat Leader Becky Wright, Kelly Manor,
Kailey Craddock, Tabitha Strickler, and
Retreat Leader Jennifer Hildebrand.

Just Coffee
We are excited to continue a DVD study of Ann Voskamp's
best-selling book One Thousand Gifts. The back cover summarizes: "Just like you, Ann Voskamp hungers to live her one
life well. Forget the bucket lists that have us escaping our everyday lives for exotic experiences. 'How,' Ann wondered, 'do
we find joy in the midst of deadlines, debt, drama, and daily
duties? What does the Christ-life really look like when your
days are gritty, long -- and sometimes even dark? How is God
even here?' In One Thousand Gifts, Ann invites you to embrace everyday blessings and embark on the transformative spiritual discipline of chronicling God's gifts. It's only in this expressing of gratitude for the life we already
have, we discover the life we've always wanted--a life we can take, give thanks for, and break for others. We come
to feel and know the impossible right down in our bones: we are wildly loved--by God. Let Ann's beautiful, heartaching stories of the everyday give you a way of seeing that opens your eyes to ordinary amazing grace, a way of
being present to God that makes you deeply happy, and a way of living that is finally fully alive. Come live the
best dare of all!"
Please visit our blog: http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com
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United Methodist Men
The Bermuda Hundred UMM wish to thank Pastor Beth for allowing us
to present Bibles to the 3rd graders. We appreciate the opportunity to
share our faith with others, especially our young people.
The World Famous Bermuda Hundred Pig Pickin’ will be held on Saturday, October 4th, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Come on out and support the BHUMM, your church, and enjoy some of the best BBQ you’ve
ever eaten. If you want to help, we will be more than happy to put you to
work on Saturday morning pulling BBQ, or later in the day by serving
BBQ. If you are an early riser, you can come out about 4 in the morning
and cook the butts.
All men are invited to become United Methodist Men. Our next meeting will be October 21, (3rd Tuesday) at River’s Bend Grill, at 6:30 pm.
The first time you attend, I will buy your dinner. Come join us for a
meal and a meeting, and meet some of the most active men in the (l-r) Charles Woodard, Stan Forbes, Frank
church.
Linkous, & Stuart Morefield.
The United Methodist Men presented bibles
to Donovan Crump and Mason Steinbraker
at the Third Grade Bible Presentation at the
11:00 am worship service on Sunday,
September 21st.

Charles Woodard, UMM President
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Laurel Sage
Joseph Tarver
Leslie Sloan
Florence Harrison, Helen Hogarth
Chip Pommert
Justin LaRue, Maggie Steinbraker, Trace Sage
Danielle Carpenter
Mark Lythgoe
Hal Green
Owens McNinch
Pat Crawley
Karen Crawley, Mason Steinbraker
Drew Coker, Jenna Mathis
Corey Scruggs, Peyton McTernan
Beth Lawson
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Missions- Chesterfield Colonial Heights Alliance for Social Ministry
It is time to start planning the CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal Gift Package Program for 2014!
This year’s program will be held, as usual, at the Chesterfield County Fairgrounds in the Exhibition Center,
1200 Courthouse Road.
Please turn in all monetary and food contributions to BHUMC no later than Sunday, November 16th.
Items for Thanksgiving Meal Gift Packages:
1 40 oz. Can (Large) of Yams or Sweet Potatoes
1 13 oz. Box of Mashed Potatoes
1 14 oz. Can of Cranberry Sauce
2 15 oz. Cans of Green Vegetables
2 15 oz. Cans of Corn
2 Boxes or Packages of Stuffing Mix
2 Cans or Packages of Gravy
1 Box of Hot Chocolate
1 Box of Tea Bags
1 Box or Bag of Cookies

See www.cchasm.org or call (804) 796-3715 for
additional information on volunteering
for the Thanksgiving Meal Gift Package Program
and other CCHASM programs.
Information is also posted on Bermuda Hundred
UMC’s downstairs bulletin board.

Ann McNinch, Missions Chair

-Ann McNinch, Missions Chair

We received this note from Mrs. Eisenhard at
Elizabeth Scott Elementary School. The
Backpack Program helps elementary grade school
children have something to eat over the weekend
who otherwise may go hungry. We have 14
children enrolled in the backpack program. We
have 5 at Enon, 5 at Marguerite Christian, and 4
at Elizabeth Scott Elementary schools. The food
needed: Poptarts, Breakfast bars, small boxes of
cereal, instant oatmeal, fruit cups, Vienna
sausages, Chef Boy Ardee cups, tuna, ham and
chicken salad single servings, cheese crackers and
boxed fruit drinks. Due to the increase of
peanut and other nut allergies please do not
donate food with peanut and other nuts such as
peanut butter crackers and trail mix bars with
nuts. The bin for donations is at the top of the
steps just before you enter the Sanctuary area
and at the bottom of the back staircase.
-Ann McNinch, Missions Chair
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October 2014 Sunday Servants
OCTOBER 5
SERVANT

COMMUNION

OCTOBER 12

OCTOBER 19

OCTOBER 26

SUNDAY

8:30 AM
Usher/
Greeters

Marc & Mindy Wilts

Neil & Ditty
Mooney

Glen Mitteer

Charlie & Elaine
Ruxton /Youth

11:00 AM
Usher/
Greeters

Betty & Sandy Forbes

Margaret Reynolds &
Martha Meadows

Pam & Tom Myrick

Youth

Acolytes

Tyler Woodell &
Mason Steinbraker

Dylan Craddock &
Kelsey Callahan

Jeremy Gutshall &
Branwyn McCormick

Savannah Talley &
Abby Mayes

Reader/
Lay
Servant

Tyler Craddock

Tyler Craddock

Tina Morris

Tina Morris

Children’s
Church

Jessica Mathis

Kevin Anderson

Melissa Anderson

TBA

UMYF Meals

Amy Crump

No UMYF on Sunday

Lilly Enz

No UMYF on Sunday

Altar Guild for October: Sandy Forbes & Nancy Byrd
If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible:
8:30 AM Ushers/Greeters: Mindy Wilts at 586-7195
11:00 AM Ushers/Greeters: Sandy Forbes at 530-2055
Acolytes: Sheila LaRue at 454-1284
Altar Guild: Nancy Byrd at 530-5319

Confirmation is beginning!
Confirmation represents one of the most important events in our faith journey.
It is an opportunity not only for our youth to ask questions and explore their faith, but it is also an opportunity for our church to intentionally renew and reaffirm our own faith development as we live into the
promises we made for these youth at their baptism.
Each youth participating in Confirmation will have an opportunity to deepen their faith by learning about
living as a committed follower of Jesus Christ with a mentor.
I pray that through this experience, our youth will explore and deepen their faith and our church will be
renewed by the power of the Holy Spirit!
If you are willing to be a mentor and meet monthly with a confirmand, please share this with Pastor Beth.
Our youth need to know they have multiple people in their church who are here to nurture their relationship with Christ.
Confirmation class will meet once a month from October – May. During our monthly meetings we will
have a time focused on Knowing and Growing where confirmands will learn what we believe
and why. Then they will have a time of Going and Sowing where they go into the community responding
to what they have learned to sow the seeds they have gleaned and experience how the journey of faith
never ends.
We begin in October with a focus on learning about the bible. Who wrote the bible? How did we get the
bible? Why and how should we read the bible?
We will then take a field trip to the exhibit of the Saint John's Bible at Baptist Theological Seminary at
Richmond.
The Saint John's Bible has been described by Smithsonian Magazine as "one of the extraordinary undertakings of our time," and is the first hand-written, illuminated Bible in over 500 years.
If you are interested in helping with providing snacks for our meetings or coming on field trips with the
Confirmands, please let Pastor Beth know.
Please pray for our confirmands as this journey begins!
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HARVEST FEST
Saturday, October 25
from 4:00—7:00 pm
Dinner, Halloween Carols, Devotion,
Costume Parade, Trunk or Treat,
Fun Family Movie
BERMUDA HUNDRED
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2025 Florence Avenue, Chester
(804) 530-1391
www.bermudahundredumc.com

Please bring a canned or boxed good
for the Food Drive

BERMUDA HUNDRED UNITED METHODIST MEN
PIG PICKIN’
Saturday, October 4, 2014
Food served from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
BBQ all you can eat
$13.00
Max Per Family Meal
$28.00
Take out available from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
Boston Butts (Pre-order Only) $30.00
Family Special (Take Out)
$20.00
(includes 1 Pint BBQ Pork, 1 Pint Cole Slaw, 1 Pint Beans, 4 Buns)
BBQ Sauce 12 oz.
$3.00
1 Pint BBQ
$9.00
1 Pint Cole Slaw
$3.50
1 Pint Beans
$3.50
Butts are available by pre-order only.
Contact charles-woodard@comcast.net
or the church office bhumchurch@comcast.net

