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February 2015 Newsletter

MYSTERY PERSONS!
CAN YOU GUESS WHO WE ARE?
E-MAIL ANSWERS TO BHUMCHURCH@COMCAST.NET

Charles Woodard guessed our Mystery Person for January– It was Barbara Alexander!
Please send us a picture for next month’s newsletter!
Thank you Charles for this month’s picture!
Email pictures to bhumchurch@comcast.net or drop photos off at the church office.
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please call (804) 530-1391 or
e-mail us at bhumchurch@comcast.net to have your name removed. Thank you!

CENTENNIEL

2015

Be Prepared
This Sunday, we gather with our Scouts and Scouting Families to celebrate and honor Scout Sunday. The Scout
Motto is “Be Prepared” meaning that you are ready to do whatever is needed in any given moment. It seems that
so much of our life is about preparation, being ready for what can happen. We go to school, college, and often
graduate school, preparing for a vocation, calling, a job.
How do we prepare for life?
The other night, our six year old, Sophia asked me, “Momma when I’m in High School, will you pick me up from
school?” I said, “You may even be driving in high school- at least when you’re 16.” Sophia looked worried, “But
how will I learn to drive?” she asked. I said, “Daddy and I will teach you, and you’ll take a special class and tests
to be able to drive.” She sighed looking relieved and said, “Whew! Glad you told me that—I was worried I
wouldn’t be ready.”
I am so thankful for the conversations I have with her. It reminds me that there are things she thinks about that I
would never imagine.
As people, we often worry about what is coming or what could happen. We worry if we are prepared.
commercial comes on the TV and they say, “Do you have enough insurance?”

A

The weather anchor tells us a storm is coming so we prepare by buying salt, shovels, milk, and bread.
But much of life is doing. It can sometimes feel as though we have little time to prepare for what we know will
happen and even less time to prepare for what we don’t expect.
How do we prepare for all that life brings?
Faith is the glue that holds us together, but it’s more than that—faith is our sure foundation and solid preparation.
When we do know what may come, faith is what gives us peace when we have no answers.
When we start wondering – What will happen IF?
If – what? If .anything? God will guide us.
To me, the best part of being a Christ Follower is that I’m not the one taking the lead… even though I like leading. I
enjoy discovering what’s next and bringing people together to celebrate their gift and work as a team with joy,
energy, and passion. But I love following Christ more than I like leading. Jesus is the first one to see what is
ahead of me, and if I’m following closely I will listen and watch for His Guidance.
Continued on the next page
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Once when I was a camper on a Senior High
Adventure Camp, we hiked over 50 miles on
the Appalachian Trail. There were about ten
or so campers and three counselors. While
we hiked we chatted, but one counselor was
always in the front, one in the back and one
with us in the middle. The counselor who
took the lead on the trail was watching out for
safety on the trail. Once, we all stopped after traveling at a good pace. It turned out a rattlesnake
was sunbathing in the middle of the trail. He intended no harm to us; we were only walking on his
territory. Thankfully the counselor in the lead was prepared—she had been watching as she walked.
And she was a good few feet away from the snake when she saw it. We all slowly backed away. It was
close to lunch so we hiked back to a nice stop and had our lunch. By the time we got back to the
spot, the rattlesnake had departed. I’m often glad I wasn’t the one in the lead on that hike. I was
only about 14 at the time, but even later when I was a camp counselor at the age of 19 and 20 and
leading groups on the Appalachian Trail as the camp counselor I remembered that experience. It
had equipped me and I was appropriately cautious. I’m still glad I never came upon a rattler again,
even though the experience had prepared me for what to do.
In our journey together and through sermons and small groups we’ve explored how we can become
kingdom builders and build something in this world that is made not only by us, but through God’s
working in our lives. We walked through advent- a time of preparation for Christ to come, hearing
the Greatest Story Ever Told. Throughout this last month, we began the New Year with a renewal of
our Covenant with God through the Wesley Covenant Service and we’ve taken on the challenge to
live a life that is Complaint Free so that we may be the salt and light of God in this world. Currently,
our “Love to Stay” Bible Study is preparing us for how to have a love that grows, endures, and lasts
our lifetime.
What is next for us? What does God have for us to learn, do, and experience next?
How will we be prepared?
This is a year of Visioning for our church as we reflect and discover all that God has in store for us as
we prepare for our 60th birthday next year. This year of listening, reflecting, and growing together
will give us the insight to know and be prepared for how we can respond fully to the mission God
calls us to live in the world. How we can fully be saints who are equipped for the work of Christ and
the building up of the Body of Christ! (Ephesians 4:12)

The season of Lent will soon begin. Our Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper and Ash Wednesday
Services open the door for another season of preparation. Lent is a time to journey with Jesus to the
cross, to remember His Sacrifice for us, and how
because of this, our preparation in life has been
altered. Christ breaks the power of sin and death
and gives us a new covenant through water and
Spirit creating a new life where we live eternally
Continued on the next page
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with him. That eternal life does not begin once we die, but it began for us through Christ in his life,
death, and resurrection. Christ gave us a preparation for new life with him. He prepared the way for us,
so that we may live fully in His Kingdom.
It may be easy for us to say, “Well then, the work is done. There is nothing left for us to prepare for or
to do.” This is only half true. The work of what Christ did for us has been done, but the work of what
Christ can do in us and through usis still up to us. How will we prepare? How will we respond to what
Christ has done for us? How will we live into the work Christ can do in us and through us?
This is what our preparation for Lent is about. Jesus called the disciples to follow him and in so doing
their lives changed and the world changed. Beginning Sunday, February 22nd we will begin a new sermon
series throughout the season of Lent titled, “Called and Sent.” We will walk with the disciples as they
walked with Jesus and we will learn how we as disciples are also Called and Sent. Together we will be
prepared for all that life will bring, because we are Christ-followers and because we are disciples of Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior!
In God’s Love,
Pastor Beth

Come to a service to begin the season of Lent,
receive ashes, learn about our call to repent,
and journey closer with Christ.

PANCAKE SUPPER

Children ’ s Ash Wednesday Service

Tuesday, February 17, 2015

February 18, 2015 at 6:00 pm

5:00pm - 7:00pm

Worship with your child in a
friendly atmosphere

( T he Love to Stay bible study will meet this

week on Tuesday, February 17 at 6:30 pm )
Ash Wednesday Service
February 18, 2015 at 7:00 pm
Lenten Devotion followed by soup & salad every Wednesday at noon
February 25 through April 1.

Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church

Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church
2025 Florence Avenue, Chester
This event is FREE!
There will also be fun & games for kids!
804-530-1391
bhumchurch@comcast.net
www.bermudahundredumc.com
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Stewardship
A quick look back at 2014 – a few thank you’s and a success story….
First and foremost – congrats and thank you to everyone at Bermuda Hundred UMC who contributed
their gifts in 2014. As a result, our Church was able to fund 100% of our apportionments for the 2nd
consecutive year, something that has not been possible in the recent past. You all made it possible –
Thank you. This is a huge accomplishment for all of us and something we should take pride and
enjoyment in as we strive to accomplish the same 100% funding for 2015 and beyond. A quick note from
Pastor Beth in regards to apportionments and how our gifts impact the world and help build God’s Kingdom:
“What does that mean? What is an apportionment? Apportionments are powerful and real ways our church
participates in ministry throughout the world. Because of apportionments, missionaries are serving throughout the
world, hospitals have radiology machines and medicine, children in Africa have schools and opportunity, and so much
more. I know this first hand-- I have been an United Methodist Missionary, and in 2001 I worked with a team to
build the foundation of a school in Cambine, Mozambique and I visited a hospital in Chicuque, Mozambique, all
funded through apportionments from local churches like ours. We are part of something so much bigger and it takes
every church working together to spread the mission of Jesus Christ throughout the world! I pray that we will be able
to continue paying 100% of our apportionments and participating fully as disciples of Jesus Christ with all we are and
all we can bring. Your giving makes it possible for us to meet our budget goals!” Pastor Beth
Without a doubt, if God chose to do so, he could fund the work of the Kingdom not only in this church,
but churches in our community and around the world…yet God chooses to use people just like you and
me! He knows that as we practice the wonderful gift of giving, in turn we become just a little more like
Him along the way.
Secondly – On behalf of the stewardship committee and congregation here at Bermuda Hundred, a big
thank you to Michael Morris, who recently retired his post as Stewardship Chair. We wanted to take this
opportunity to express our appreciation for your generous giving of time and leadership to this ministry
over the past few years.
Now – a quick look ahead –what’s in store for 2015 and beyond
As we focus on Kingdom Building and the wonderful joy of giving through sharing our time, talents and
gifts, the stewardship committee will be working on finalizing and sharing the following.
Giving goals & targets
Giving tracking & successes
Ways to give, what it accomplishes & who benefits
And most importantly - CONSISTANCY in giving
All this with the hopes of being able to enjoy the same success of funding 100% of our apportionments in
2015, building a sustainable joy in giving for the years to come for this Church and helping each of us
grow closer to God by giving of all he has shared with us.
Here is to a happy, CONSISTANT year of stewardship in 2015!
Your stewardship committee,
Dave Steinbraker, Dorothy Mooney, Ann McNinch, Charles Woodard and Bill Talley V
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Just Coffee
February is the time for LOVE, and, after planning for an
awesome 2015, members of Just Coffee LOVE what we've got in
store! In late January we began a study called Christianity and
World Religions by Adam Hamilton. Much like our study
Christianity's Family Tree, Hamilton respectfully and thoroughly
explores topics that could bring much controversy. We will
thoroughly examine Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Judaism, and
Christianity. Join us in the Fellowship Hall during Sunday
School (9:45-10:45am)!

Visit our blog to stay updated on our studies:
http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com

February Meetings & Small Groups
 Wednesday Morning Prayer Service every Wednesday at 7:00 am
 Stewardship Committee meets at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, February 3
 Keenagers meet at noon at Sapori Italian Ristorante
in the Chester Village Green on Wednesday, February 4
 The Church Council and the Reflection and Visioning Task Force will meet on
Saturday, February 7 from 9am to 2pm in the Grundy Parlor
 Finance Committee will meet Monday, February 9 at 6:30 pm
 Church Council will meet Monday, February 9 at 7:30 pm
 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets Tuesday, February 10 at 1:30 pm at Lilly’s house
 SPRC will meet Thursday, February 12 at 6:00 pm
 UMW will meet Monday, February 16 at 6:30 pm in Grundy Parlor
 UMYF Winter Retreat at Blackstone Friday, February 13-Sunday, February 15
 UMM will meet at River’s Bend Grill on Tuesday, February 17 at 6:30 pm
 Gladys Toom’s Small Group will meet Wednesday, Feb 18 at 2:00 pm
 The Worship Team will meet Thursday, February 19 at 6:30 pm
(the adult choir will rehearse at 7:30 pm on Thursday, February 19)
 UMYF meets Sunday, February 8 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, Tuesday, February 17 (to help with
The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 5 to 7pm), & Wednesday, February 25 from 6 to 7:30 pm
Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church
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United Methodist Women
On February 5, three of our members will attend United Methodist Day at the General Assembly.
The UMW will be collecting items for Birthing Kits to take to Conference in June. Kelly Manor is in
charge of this project. More information is below.
I am taking reservations for the UMW Lenten Breakfast on Saturday March 14th at Airfield Conference
Center – Wakefield. The cost is $15.00. I will need your registration by February 8th.
Our next meeting is February 16th at 7:00 pm in the Grundy
Parlor. The program is our Prayer and Self-Denial program.
Child care will be provided. Please let Kelly Manor or me
know by February 12th if it is needed.
-Doris Morefield, UMW President
UMW members put together birthing kits.

Birthing Kits
The UMW have decided to do the Birthing Kits as part of our mission work this year. The materials needed to create the kits are:
-One hotel‐size piece of soap –to clean the birth attendants hands
both before delivery and prior to cutting the umbilical cord, and to
clean the mother’ perineum. Soap enhances clean practices by motivating hand washing
-One pair of clean latex gloves – to reduce disease transmission
-One square yard of clear 4 mil plastic sheeting – to provide a clean surface to deliver the baby on
-Three pieces of clean string each 12 inches long – the third piece is extra in case the TBA drops one

-One clean single use razor blade – essential for clean cutting of the cord. Carefully wrap the razor blade in
paper and/or plastic to protect it from moisture, or from causing injury
-Two flannelette receiving blankets each 1 yd use pinking shears to prevent fraying – one to dry and stimulate
the baby, and one to swaddle the baby – even in hot climates babies quickly lose body heat
-One gallon zip lock bag – to package the kit and to be used to hold the placenta ready for safe disposal
We are planning on making 314 kits for the conference in June. Please start looking for supplies/items for
the kits. If anyone has questions or can help getting donated items, please call Kelly Manor at 804-350-6420.
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Falling in love is easy, but staying in love takes
"
courage, hard work, and lots of grace."
Led by several couples from Bermuda Hundred UMC, this 6-week study explores how to
make love last in our relationship. Based on Adam Hamilton's book, Love to Stay, our
first session started with a lesson entitled "More than a Piece of Paper." Childcare will be
available. The study will begin each week at 6:30 and end at 8pm.
Wednesday, February 4What She Wants, What He Wants
Wednesday, February 11—
Clothe, Bear With, and Forgive
Tuesday, February 17—
The Significance of Sexual Intimacy
(We will meet after the Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper)
Wednesday, February 25—
A Love That Lasts

2
4
5
8
9
10
16
17
20
27
29
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Blake Garrett, Del Snyder
Jeff Mathis
Margaret Reynolds, Allison Beaudoin
Mindy Wilts, Mary Rickman
Matthew Coker
Tina Morris
Judy Clark, Darren Woodell
Lindsay Phillips
Sidney Harrison
Willie Mae Taylor
Dewey Hearst
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Missions
On Sunday, January 4, we had 20 men, women, youth and children prepare a meal, bake
cakes and make cards for toiletry bags for The Downtown Churches United Feeding program
which is in Petersburg. They have a new place where the meals are served. The dining hall
and kitchen is located in their building named The Hope Center. On January 6, we had 6
people serve the 67 hungry people and we gave out 67 toiletry bags, plus a number of books
that were brought. Thanks to everyone who helped!
February is Acts of Kindness Month. What better way to celebrate this month by having two
mission projects! Our first project is a month long food drive for Our Daily Food Pantry.
Please see the church bulletin for the weekly needs of the pantry or bring nonperishable
food. The bins are located at the top of the steps just before you enter the Sanctuary area and
at the bottom of the back staircase.
On February 22nd, I will be handing out strips of paper with Blessing Bags items to the
church. We will be collecting the various items through March 20th. The Blessing Bags will be
put together by the Easter Hunt families and then they will be asked if they would take one
and hand it out if they see someone in need.
As of February 1st, there are nineteen weeks left for the Backpack Program for this school
year. We are running low on some items. This is a weekly program with 14 children from
three local elementary schools. There are about 11 food items that are in each child’s bag.
We need 154 food items each week if we wish to have the 11 items per child. The Crafty
Ladies and an anonymous donor gave generous donations that will sustain the program for a
couple of weeks. I am so grateful for all of the monetary and food donations that have been
received so far. When you visit the grocery store, could you please remember to pick up an
item from the list which is in the church bulletin every week. This program isn’t possible
without you help. The Backpack program isn’t in our yearly budget. It’s based solely on your
generous donations!
Ann McNinch,
Missions Chair
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February 2015 Sunday Servants
FEBRUARY 1
SERVANT

COMMUNION

FEBRUARY 8

FEBRUARY 15

FEBRUARY 22

SUNDAY

8:30 AM
Usher/
Greeters

Marc & Mindy Wilts

Neil & Ditty
Mooney

TBA

Elaine & Charlie
Ruxton

11:00 AM
Usher/
Greeters

Betty & Sandy Forbes

Boy Scouts

Glenn & Sidney
Harrison

Youth

Acolytes

Kelsey Callahan
&
Gracie Anderson

Mason Steinbraker &
Justin LaRue

Jeremy Gutshall &
Dylan Craddock

Savannah Talley &
Abby Mayes

Reader/
Lay
Servant

Liz Carter McDonough

Liz Carter McDonough

Tyler Craddock

Tyler Craddock

Meredith Steinbraker

Bill Talley V

Volunteer Needed

Sheila LaRue &
Ann Coker

UMYF Sunday Meal
Needed

UMYF Winter Retreat
at Blackstone (The Youth
will help with the
Pancake Supper on
February 17 from 5-7pm)

Children’s Church

UMYF Meals

No UMYF because of
January 31
babysitting fundraiser

No Sunday UMYF
(Youth will meet on
Wednesday, February 25
from 6-7:30 pm)

Altar Guild for February: Debbie Winn, Pat Crawley & Nancy Byrd
If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible:
8:30 AM Ushers/Greeters: Mindy Wilts at 586-7195
11:00 AM Ushers/Greeters: Sandy Forbes at 530-2055
Acolytes: Sheila LaRue at 454-1284
Altar Guild: Nancy Byrd at 530-5319
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry will
meet on Tuesday,
February 10th
from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
at Lilly Enz’s home.
See Lily Enz for more
information!

February 16, 2015
Church Office is Closed
Have a safe & Happy
President’s Day!

Dunlop House Assisted Living and Dementia Care presents another Survival Skills for
Healthy Aging “Dash and Dine” educational event entitled, “Maintain Your Heart
Health.” This event will be Feb. 3 from 3 pm to 5 pm.
CJW Medical Center and John Randolph Medical Center Cardiac Nurses
will present this program and answer questions.
A box dinner will be provided. RSVP required by calling (804) 520-0050.
THE EVENT WILL BE HELD AT THE DUNLOP HOUSE, 235 DUNLOP FARMS
BLVD, COLONIAL HEIGHTS. THIS IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

CCHASM is pleased to announce their first concert of the new year.
The Champion Greater Richmond Chorus, Sweet Adelines, will be performing on
Sunday, February 8th at 3 PM (Doors will open at 2:00 PM). The concert is open
seating and a "love offering" will be taken to support area residents in need.
So mark your calendars and come listen to a great group and help local area residents.
www.cchasm.org
Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church
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UMYF News
Our youth started out the second half of the year with a fun filled month in January.
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Parent's Night Out fundraiser a success.
We watched nine children total and raised almost $200! The dates on the sign up sheets
in the binders are correct now, sorry for the confusion and thank you for your patience.
BLACKSTONE, February 13-15th, will be the youth's big event this month! We are
excited to grow in our knowledge and faith of Jesus. A special thanks to the UMM and
UMW who both donated scholarships so everyone can attend this year. We have 11
including me as the chaperone.
We are still in search of volunteers to assist in meetings. You do not have to be a parent
of one of our youth in order to volunteer, in fact, it would be great for our youth to get to
know other adults from the congregation! Please contact me, Laurel Sage, at 724-3887085 or laurelsage@me.com for more information.

Children’s Ministry News
Our Children's Church room is full of awesome young ones learning more about Jesus!
I am excited to say that we really are in need of two volunteers each Sunday during
children's church to help out with all these amazing little ones. This will help to split the
group if needed because of the range of ages and numbers of children who are attending
now. Thank you to everyone who already volunteers and to some new people who have
recently stepped up to help out. This program couldn't happen without you! Again, you
do not need to be a parent to volunteer, everyone is welcome to help out, please contact
me, Laurel Sage, at 724-388-7085 or laurelsage@me.com for more information.

Welcome Bags for Visitors
Do you recycle your Upper Room magazines? Bring them back to the church and leave
them on the table in front of the church office or on the table at the foot of the stairwell.
Edna Harrison will reuse your Upper Room magazines in the gift bags that are given to
new visitors on Sunday mornings.

United Methodist Men
All men are welcome and invited to attend our meetings, which are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, usually at the River’s Bend Grill.

