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August 2014 Newsletter

PHOTOS NEEDED FOR THE MYSTERY PERSON!
SEND YOUR PHOTOS TO THE CHURCH OFFICE!
E-MAIL PHOTOS TO BHUMCHURCH@COMCAST.NET

Please send us a picture for next month’s newsletter!
Email pictures to bhumchurch@comcast.net or drop photos off at the church office.
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please call (804) 530-1391 or
e-mail us at bhumchurch@comcast.net to have your name removed. Thank you!

CENTENNIEL

2014

He leads me beside
still waters.
Breathing deep and being still are renewing, restoring, and life-giving practices yet
so very often we find ourselves focused
on to-do lists and getting things done
that being still is an afterthought.
Throughout our Psalm 23 Sermon Series
we explored how God leads us beside
still waters and makes us to lie down. In
those moments we are able to be still and
remember God. When we stop we look
around and see and remember and know
everything we need is provided for by a
God who loves us completely.
When was the last time you were truly still? Quiet? Undisturbed?
For parents it is difficult to do anything without a child asking for something, needing you, or asking a question.
Yet even when we no longer have little ones, we have deadlines tugging at us, places to go, things to get done.
How often have you wished for a clone so you could get everything done? Or wished for more time in the day?
When we become still it may be hard for our mind to settle down. When I was little, my grandmother used to say
to me, “Make yourself useful.” It was a good message and yet at times I believe I’ve taken it to the extreme thinking that every minute I need to be doing something useful.
What is useful about sitting still?
Perhaps God can use that time to renew us, to do a new thing in us, to restore us.
The hardest thing about restoration is that it does not come quickly. There are no instant results, no immediate
discernible improvements, but the benefits are real and may surprise you.
John Wesley used to wake at about four every morning to pray. On days that were especially busy, he said he
would need to wake even earlier to pray for longer. He saw his schedule in proportion to prayer life. Being still
with God is fuel for the day, without this time we are running on empty.
Continued on the next page:

Continued from the previous page

I woke early the other day, before anyone in the house was awake and I walked by the lake and sat on
the pier.
I just watched and for everything I saw I thanked God. Sometimes when we are still we wonder,
“What am I supposed to do?” or we may start to think, “Okay, I need to think some deep thoughts …
right now!” It seems, we put a lot of pressure on ourselves to be a certain way. Yet, in our stillness
God simply wants us, all of us, and there is no pretense, and nothing we need to do. Just be, see, and
give thanks.
I pray that when we can be still, see God in our midst, and give thanks in every place and in every
day.
Awesome and Almighty God, Lead us beside still waters so that we can be still and experience restoration. Renew us and make us new. Nourish us at your table. Help us to be gentle with ourselves and to know that our usefulness to you is only possible if we give ourselves over to you,
Amen.
In God’s Love,
Pastor Beth

August Meetings in the Grundy Parlor:
-The Finance Committee will at 6:45 PM on Tuesday, August 12th.
-Church Council will meet at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, August 12th.
-The Worship Team will meet from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM on Thursday, August 14th.
(The adult choir will rehearse in the Sanctuary at 7:30 PM on August 14th.)

Church Clean Up Day
Saturday, August 23rd from 9:00 AM to noon
Join us for a morning of cleaning up the church grounds as we
prepare for our Fall Kick Off.
We’ll be weeding, planting flowers,
moving brush, and anything
we can do to clean up the church grounds.
Sign up online:

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4eaaad23a1f94-church1
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Financial Peace University (FPU) is a lifechanging 9-week program that teaches you to
achieve your financial
goals by eliminating
debt, saving for the future, and giving like
never before. The average family completing
FPU reduces their debt
by $5,300 and saves
$2,700 in just 9 weeks,
and completely transforms their attitudes and behaviors towards finances during the process.
The preview class is Wednesday, September 10th in the Fellowship Hall with
Dee and Chris Knaggs. There are 9 weeks of classes on Wednesdays at 7:00
PM beginning September 157th and ending on November 19th (FPU will not
meet on October 8th). More information TBA.
Fellowship Café Help Needed: Help is needed with the Fellowship Café breakfast on Sunday mornings. Kathleen Frick will
be out of town the weekend of August 15th and needs someone else to help with the Fellowship Café on that day as well as
on alternating months. Contact the church office at 530-1391
for more information.

Just Coffee
We will not meet on Sunday, August 31st. During the summer months, we're going to study single-week topics connecting current events to faith. Please visit our blog to stay updated on what we will be doing:
http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com
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BERMUDA HUNDRED UMC
FALL KICK O FF BLOCK
PARTY!
F OOD ∙ F UN ∙ F ELLOWSHIP
S UNDAY , S EPTEMBER 7
1:00 –4:00 PM
B RING YOUR FAMILY OUT FOR A FREE
D AY OF FUN AND FELLOWSHIP !
P ARACHUTE G AMES ∙ B EAN B AG T OSS
F ACE P AINTING ∙ B OUNCY H OUSE
S UNDAY W ORSHIP : 8:30 A . M . C ONTEMPORARY S ERVICE IN
THE F ELLOWSHIP H ALL
9:45 A . M . S UNDAY S CHOOL
11:00 A . M . W ORSHIP S ERVICE IN THE S ANCTUARY
Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided by United Methodist Men, we invite
you to bring a side dish or a dessert to share.
See the sign up book to sign up on Sunday or sign up online at
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4eaaad23a1f94-fall1

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee is pleased to report that the church was able to pay a $3,250 payment toward our
conference and district apportionments at the beginning of July. We are several months behind but are determined to pay our apportionments in full by the end of the year.
As promised, below is a pie chart showing the church expenses paid from January 1st through June 30, 2014.
You will see that a total of $116,777.88 expenses were paid in the first six months of our operating year. In that
same period, offerings toward the budget were $115,796.45. Thankfully, we went into the year with a surplus
from 2013 and that has enabled us to stay on target this year.
We hope that the pie chart will give you a snapshot as to how your gifts are being spent. This chart will be
updated each quarter so that you will be able to track percentages spent on each portion of the budget. Our total
budget for the year is $247,638.
Committee Chairmen - remember it is time for you to get in your budget for 2015 to the Finance Committee. If you have any questions about that process, please let me know.
As always, we are very thankful for your generosity to Bermuda Hundred and encourage you to continue to
remember the church even when you are away during the summer. Have a wonderful summer and God Bless,
Betty
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United Methodist Women
These are the kits that were collected at Conference this year and we helped with this project. Health Kits
20,844, School Kits 11,306, Birthing Kits 5,325, Layette Kits 1,666, Cleaning Kits 228, Bedding Kits 394,
Sewing Kits 1,455, a total of 41,218. With everyone working together much can be accomplished.
Our next meeting is Monday September 15th at 7:00pm in the Grundy Parlor with light refreshment. All
ladies are invited to attend as we begin our UMW year.
The fall yard sale is starting with set up on Friday, September 12th from 10:00am to 6:00pm the sale starting
Saturday, September 13th from 8:00am until Noon. Please start saving household items, yard items, NO
TV's PLEASE, fall & winter clothing NO SUMMER CLOTHING PLEASE, plants, books & etc..
The Young Women's Retreat is September 19th-20th at Blackstone Conference Retreat Center starting
5:00pm Friday thru 4:00pm Saturday. Registration deadline September 12th. The age is 18-35. We have
scholarship funds available. Please contact Doris Morefield for more information.
We have started planning the UMW District Annual Meeting that will be held at Bermuda Hundred on
September 28th at 3:00pm.
-Doris Morefield, UMW President

The Fall Yard Sale is Saturday, September
13th from 8:00 AM to noon in the Fellowship
Hall. (Volunteers are asked to be at the
church by 7:30 AM on Saturday.)
Set Up will be on Friday, September 12th
from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. On Friday we
will receiving housewares, yard items, plants,
books, Fall/Winter clothing only,( no Summer clothing please), and furniture (no TVs
please).
We need help setting up, taking donations, and taking down. Please sign up for a
time slot where you can come help. You may sign up for more than one time slot!
You may stay all day, but please indicate it on the sign up sheet. Sign up online at
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4eaaad23a1f94-fall
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United Methodist Men
The United Methodist Men (UMM) will meet next on August 19th, at 6:30 pm, at River’s
Bend Grill. We will eat a meal together, then have a business meeting. The first time you
attend, I will buy your meal. So, come on out and join us for a meal, a little business, and
some great fellowship. All men are welcome to
attend our meetings.
Charles Woodard, UMM President

Photos from Downtown Churches United Feeding Ministry
Thank you to Sandy Forbes for taking our church photos! These photos and many more can
be found on the church Facebook page. Like us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/BermudaHundredUMC
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Missions
I would like to thank everyone who participated in the Downtown
Churches United Petersburg feeding. There were 104 hungry people
who came to share a meal with Bermuda Hundred UMC on July, 25,
2014. Our church had one youth, Dylan Craddock, five adults:
Tyler Craddock, Betty Forbes, Sandy Forbes, Peggy Proper and myself
serve the meals. Everyone said how much they enjoyed this event. We had nine church members
prepare the meal on Thursday, July 24th. They were Laurel Sage, Betty Forbes, Sandy Forbes, Margaret Reynolds, Martha Meadows, Doris Linkous, Gerri Russell, Kathleen McNinch and myself.
Again, thanks to everyone who made this possible.
-Ann McNinch, Missions Chair

Third Grade Bible Presentation: On Sunday, September 21st at the 11:00 AM worship service we'll present bibles to 3rd Graders in Worship. Each child will receive a bible with his/
her name written inside as a gift from Bermuda Hundred UMC. We pray that this bible will
be part of the intentional faith development for these children as they grow in their faith!
Do you have a third grader or an older Elementary student? This is the first year we have
done this, so we will make sure every child has a bible! Please let Pastor Beth know so we can
have all the bibles ready for each child!
7
8
13
16
18
20
21
22
23
1
3
5
6

Donovan Crump
Oscar Anderson
Harold Caples
Pat Leach, Will Strickler
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26
27
30
31

Charlie Ruxton
Harrison Scruggs
William Talley VI
Sheila LaRue
Ken Alexander, Spencer Bethune
Jeff Ritenour
Christopher LaRue
Julianna Mathis
Dave Steinbraker, Michael Marshall,
Kevin Anderson
Gerri Russell, Dylan Craddock
Kelsey Callahan
Gibbons Sloan
Traci Beaudoin
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August 2014 Sunday Servants
AUGUST 3
SERVANT

COMMUNION

AUGUST 10

AUGUST 17

AUGUST 24

AUGUST 31

SUNDAY

8:30 AM
Usher/
Greeters

Marc & Mindy Wilts

Neil & Ditty
Mooney

Glen Mitteer

Charlie & Elaine
Ruxton

Youth

11:00 AM
Usher/
Greeters

Betty & Sandy Forbes

Mattie Rogers &
Ola Wyatt

Martha Meadows &
Margaret Reynolds

Meredith & Dave
Steinbraker

Youth

Acolytes

Dylan Craddock &
Mason Steinbraker

Abby Mayes &
Branwyn McCormick

Kelsey Callahan &
TBA

Abby Mayes &
TBA

Savannah Talley &
TBA

Reader/
Lay
Servant

Tina Morris

Liz Carter
McDonough

Liz Carter
McDonough

Tyler Craddock

Tyler Craddock

Children’s
Church

Laurel Sage

TBA

TBA

Jessica Mathis

TBA

No UMYF—
Summer Break

No UMYF—
Summer Break

No UMYF—
Summer Break

No UMYF—
Summer Break

No UMYF—
Summer Break

UMYF
Meals

Altar Guild for August:

Nancy Byrd & Doris & Sandy Forbes

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible:
8:30 AM Ushers/Greeters: Mindy Wilts at 586-7195
11:00 AM Ushers/Greeters: Sandy Forbes at 530-2055
Acolytes: Sheila LaRue at 454-1284
Altar Guild: Nancy Byrd at 530-5319

United Methodist Youth Fellowship (“UMYF”)
Throughout the summer our youth have been participating in one fun activity and one
service activity each month instead of meeting regularly. This has been a great way for
them to keep in touch during the busy days of summer!
July’s service project was feeding the homeless with Downtown Churches United in
Petersburg. On July 24th several church members along with some of our youth made 150
subs at the church. The next day more people helped deliver and serve the homeless. It
was a heartwarming and eye opening event!
In August we will be going to Skyzone, a trampoline park, for our fun activity! The date
will be August 7th or 14th. Check out our Facebook page, Bermuda Hundred UMC Youth
to get more information.
Our service project for August is still being decided on, we are looking at the week of
August 18-22. We will be doing one of the following: Volunteering at Shalom farms,
helping out Richmond habitat for Humanity Restore with stocking and organizing, visiting
with Veterans at Sitter & Barefoot VA Home, or going to the Lonesome Dove Equestrian
farm in Powhatan to help out.
Everyone is welcome to help with these events. Summer is a great time to come and have
fun, volunteer, and get to know this amazing group of young adults!
Laurel Sage, Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministry

Please welcome Laurel Sage as our Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministry:
Laurel has served as a Special Education teacher, Logistics and Operations Officer in the
US Army, and a Massage Therapist. Laurel may be best known around Bermuda Hundred
as Trace and Lucas's mom! You may have gotten to know her in worship, Just Coffee, or
during VBS when she led Recreation. We welcome her to the Bermuda Hundred UMC
Team and are so thankful she has answered a call to serve God through the Children and
Youth Ministry here!
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Thank You!

Thank you again to the many VBS volunteers who gave of their time this summer! Each child
attending VBS received a note of encouragement in the mail. We covet your prayers for these
children who experienced the love of Christ at BHUMC!

Will Strickler receiving his VBS
note.

Thank you to Tabitha Strickler for writing out the notes
of encouragement to the children who attended VBS,
and for preparing the envelopes to be mailed.

Blessing of the Backpacks
Before School starts, bring your backpack to the 11:00 AM worship service on
Sunday, August 31st! Pastor Beth will bless all our children as we have our Blessing of
the Backpacks. We'll lift up and bless all of our schools, principals, teachers and all
school employees! This will be a reminder that when we go back to school the Lord
goes with us!

