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September 2015 Newsletter

MYSTERY PERSONS!
Can you guess who we are!
E-MAIL PHOTOS TO BHUMCHURCH@COMCAST.NET

No one guessed our Mystery Persons for August!
They were Savannah & Christiana Hodges.

Please send us a picture for next month’s newsletter!
Email pictures to bhumchurch@comcast.net or drop photos off at the church office.
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please call (804) 530-1391 or
e-mail us at bhumchurch@comcast.net to have your name removed. Thank you!

CENTENNIEL

2015

It’s back to school time!
Even when we’re out of school, this time of year is catching with excitement of new crayons, sharpened pencils,
and a new start. It’s time to shift gears and get into a schedule. Most families begin returning to a rhythm. We
begin the new school year with hope of better routines, discipline, homework, and balance… and then it often
seems that life gets in the way.
How do we make sense of life?
Life is hard and it can often feel overwhelming!
We can feel busy, tired, stressed out, and stretched to the limit.
We can feel like we are being pulled in every direction-family, work, children, finances and relationships. We
are running long on “to do’s” and short on time.
When life feels this way, we all need true wisdom to find balance.
Unfortunately this is hard to find!
The world overflows with information, data and knowledge.
We hear a lot of sound bites, but not a lot of wisdom.
Wisdom is what we all desperately need when faced with a challenge at work, with finances, a problem at home
with our children or marriage, a conflict with friends or a crisis within.
What is wisdom?
You may hear all kinds of answers to that question- but when we ask the bible what is wisdom we find there are
books of the bible that fall in the category of Wisdom Literature.
The Wisdom books of the Old Testament are Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes. These books of the bible reflect
upon lived experience of regular day to day life and ask what the meaning is of the regular routines and
relationships. Wisdom literature “insists that each of these mundane matters is shot through with ethical
significance and ethical outcomes” so that we understand that how we live and the choices we make have real
consequences.i
Continued on the next page
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We find the answer to what is wisdom in the book of Proverbs. In fact Proverbs 1:7 can be seen as a motto
for wisdom instruction:

We’ve just finished a sermon series asking and reflecting on “What I Learned This Summer” and I hope
each person in our congregation was able to see how God is teaching each of us and how our purpose as
disciples is to be life-long learners growing in God’s grace moving onward towards the perfect love of Christ.
We’re called to grow in grace AND in wisdom of the Lord.
SO how do we grow in wisdom? What does wisdom have to say to us today?
Wisdom theology recognizes that we have a “Creator God who intends that the world should be whole,
safe, prosperous, peaceable, just, fruitful, and productive, that is the world should be marked in every part
by shalom.” Shalom is a life of peace in every part of our lives and with everyone and everything.ii
How do we find shalom in the stress of trying to make sense of life?
How is that possible when it seems balancing time, finances, and relationships with friends and family can
feel overwhelming and hectic?
Together we will explore what Wisdom Literature has to say to us today!
Wisdom literature is much more than cute sayings- wisdom reflection is an intellectual enterprise which
takes deep and trusting curiosity to reflect and observe.
I want to encourage each of you to read a proverb a day and even journal about this. If you use social media
like Facebook and Twitter, maybe you can share the proverb you are reading each day and the insight God’s
word is giving you.
May God bless us as together we seek to make sense of life!
In God’s Love,
Pastor Beth
_______________
i

“A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament,” by Birch, Brueggemann, Fretheim, and Peterson, 1999, p. 373.
Abingdon Press.
ii
Ibid, 376.
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Children and Youth Ministry
U nited Methodist Youth Fellowship
September will not only be the start of school, but also the start of regular Youth meetings again, woo hoo! The
first official youth meeting will be the Youth Kick Off on September 20th at 6pm. The entire congregation is
welcome to come and have fun with our youth as they have dinner, reflect on last year and the summer mission
trips, make T-Shirts that they can use for youth events this year, play games, and find out all the amazing things we
will do this year as we review the 2015-16 UMYF Calendar. Parents, I highly encourage you to attend so you can see
first had what we have done and what we will be doing.
Don't want to wait until September 20th to see our smiling faces? Come to the Fall Kick Off on September
13th at 11am! (There will be one worship service at 10am.) The youth will be volunteering and have a fundraiser
set up. Come out and have fun with everyone!

ALL YOUTH MEETINGS THIS YEAR WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY NIGHTS. Per Safe Sanctuaries, I
must have at least one other adult with me for each meeting. Please let me know if you are able to help. We will
also be looking for dinner volunteers again this year.
Schedule:
Sunday, September 20th Youth Kick Off
Sunday, September 27th Regular Meeting

6-8pm
6-8pm

Volunteers and dinner provided
Volunteers and dinner needed

I am honored and blessed to be starting my second year as the Child and Youth director. I can't wait to see
everyone's smiling faces!
Love and Peace,
Laurel Sage
Children’s Ministry
First I would like to thank all of the August volunteers for Children's Church and Sunday School. It was a
rough month because so many families were out of town, but we made it! It's hard to believe but we will be sending
our sweet little children off to school in a couple of days. Where did the summer go? I hope everyone had as much
fun as I did with my two crazy boys!
Pastor Beth and I have been collaborating, and we would like to offer more for the children in our congregation
that are not youth age yet. We are thinking of quarterly events for these age groups. Preschool through
Kindergarten, 1st-3rd grade, and 4th-5th grade. These would be events for a couple hours where parents with
children of similar ages can come together, fellowship as adults, and have fun with their little ones. We are open to
suggestions! Some ideas so far are playgrounds, local free events for kids, sled riding, pumpkin picking, etc. I would
like one person for each age group to volunteer as the leader for the group to help with coordination of the events.
In addition to these quarterly events, we would like to have a Day retreat for the 4-5th graders twice a year (fall
and spring). This fall will be a Rock and Roll Summit on Saturday, November 14th with roller skating and rock
climbing from 10am to 6pm on a Saturday. How do you roll through life when there are rocks in the way? We will
learn about how Jesus is our Rock to keep us steady and Jesus is with us to navigate rolling through uncertain times.
As always, none of this can happen without amazing volunteers like you! Please contact me if you would like to
help with anything!
I am honored and blessed to be starting my second year as the Child and Youth director. I can't wait to see
everyone's smiling faces!
Love and Peace,
Laurel Sage
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Bermuda Hundred UMC
Fall Kick Off Block Party!
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Thank You to Our Volunteers!

Thank you to James Yancey, Fred and
Peggy Proper, Lane and Anne Proper
Magee, Jamie Moore, the Gryskevicz
Family, Jerry Skaggs, and Pam Lilly
Winn for your awesome help at the
August 22 Church Clean up Day!

The Community Garden had some problems. The soil, in the garden area, was less than desirable. It was very
rocky, had cement chunks, and was almost all clay. So, next year we will install raised garden areas and put
some good quality topsoil in those areas.
We will be asking you if you would like a raised bed area, early next year. Until then, you can be thinking
about what you would like to grow in your garden. Remember that the early crops (i.e. potatoes, onions, etc.)
can usually be planted around March 15th. The warm crops, (i.e. tomatoes, cucumbers, etc.) can go into the
ground around April 15th.
We will update you as information becomes available, Charles Woodard.

Before School starts, bring your backpack to
September 6th’s 11:00 AM worship service.
Pastor Beth will bless all our children as we
have our Blessing of the Backpacks. We'll lift
up and bless all of our schools, principals,
teachers and all school employees! This will be
a reminder that when we go back to school
the Lord goes with us!
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September 2015

Craft Show
FRIDAY - NOVEMBER 20TH -- 5:00 - 8:00PM
SATURDAY -- NOVEMBER 21ST -- 9:00 - 2:00PM
The Crafty Ladies & Crafty Men would like to invite you to attend the
the Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church Craft Show & Bake Sale!
FINISH YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
& GIFT GIVING FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU WILL NEED!!
Bake Sale Goodies: Pickles, Jams, Jellies, Cakes,
Pies, Cookies, Candy, Rolls & Bread.
Handmade Items: Linens, Gift Bags, Lace Items, Jewelry, Scarves,
Afghans, Angels, Snowmen, Children's Hats/Scarves, Aprons, Crochet
Animals, Ornaments, Tissue Box Covers, Potato Bags, Baby Blankets
& MUCH, MUCH MORE!!!
Wood Crafts: Butterfly Houses, Rocking Horses, Lazy Susans,
Goose Flower Planters, Reindeers, Lap Desks, Oven Rack Pulls,
Cutting Boards, Golf Ball Callers
& MUCH, MUCH MORE!!
GLASS ITEMS: Lighted Etched Cube & Lighted Etched Wine Bottles.
COME FRIDAY NIGHT TO GET THE BEST SELECTION
AND ENJOY THE FELLOWSHIP!!
SEE YOU THERE FOR SHOPPING FUN!

Bermuda Hundred UMC
2025 Florence Ave, Chester
(804) 530-1391
bermudahundredumc.com
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Stewardship
Summer is coming to a close and from a stewardship perspective there are a lot of good things that have transpired. For
those that gave of their time, money and gifts, CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU, we appreciate every bit of
your sharing. Although, we were not able to reach our apportionments goal for the month of July – there are still good
things to celebrate and we will achieve 100% of our annual goal because our church and its people are committed to
doing so. Giving was a bit lower this month, mostly as a result of attendance and thus we were short of our monthly
giving goal, BUT – looking back at the month, consider this:
+++Attendance was up 15% over July last year.
---Attendance compared to July 2013 was down – that OK, we can fix that with outreach
+++Giving in July 2015 was up 59% over July last year (2014) – WOW!
+++Giving in July 2015 compared to July 2 years ago (2013) was up 20% - AMAZING!
This is an important improvement and an extremely positive trend that shows our church is commitment, is working on consistency and believes in giving in order to help spread God’s Word. For BHUMC to increase giving
and attendance over last year is GREAT. But even more so, for BHUMC to increase giving by 20% over 2013,
despite 2013’s attendance being significantly higher than 2015 is OUTSTANDING. All this in addition to the
many kind and generous forms of sharing that have been and are going on in our church community in terms
of giving of time and other gifts.
Again – CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU. We continue the challenge to achieve our 2015 goal of funding
100% of our budget and apportionments for the 3rd consecutive year.
As normal, below is a snap shot of our year to date success and progress. Just 5 months remaining and a bit of ground
for us to make up. We can do it, we will do it!

Thanks you to all and In God’s Grace,
Your stewardship committee
Dave Steinbraker, Dorothy Mooney, Ann McNinch, Charles Woodward and Bill Talley V
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United Methodist Women
The United Methodist Women's meeting will be in the Fellowship Hall on September 21st at 6:30 pm. The
entire church is invited to attend as we will have a speaker from CCHASM to tell us about their work and
particularly about their efforts during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to support families. The
UMW members will be providing a spaghetti dinner with a salad and dessert. We will be raising money for
CCHASM with a silent auction.
The fall yard sale is Saturday, September 26 from 8:00 am – 12 noon.
We will be receiving items on Friday, September 25 from 10:00 am to
6:00 pm. Please save your house hold & yard items, toys, books, plants,
etc. (please donate winter clothes only, and no TVs). All monies received
from the yard sale will go to missions,
The Young Women's Retreat is September 18th - 19th at Blackstone
Conference Retreat Center. Scholarships are available, any questions
please see me.
The District UMW Annual Meeting is September 27th at 3:00 pm at Main Street Suffolk.
Many of the United Methodist Women belong to the Crafty Ladies group and are working on the Craft
Show scheduled for Friday, November 20th – 5 to 8:00 pm and Saturday, November 21st 9:00 am – 2:00 pm.
The schedule for work sessions is published in the weekly Sunday bulletins so people can participate in
making the crafts.
-Doris Morefield, UMW President

Just Coffee
We have been studying "The Story," an innovative version of the Bible that
presents Scripture as a continuous, understandable narrative in chronological order. You will not want to miss this meaningful journey through
the Bible!
Join us in the Fellowship Hall during Sunday School (9:45-10:45am) and
visit our blog to stay updated on our studies:
http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com
The Keenagers meet at noon on Wednesday, September 2 at Chen’s Chinese Restaurant
Join us for fun, food and fellowship!
The Keenagers meet for lunch on the first Wednesday of every month
at a different area restaurant.
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United Methodist Men
The UMM will be joining the UMW at 6:30pm, on Monday, September 21, in the
Fellowship Hall for a Spaghetti Dinner. After the dinner and presentation, we will have
our Monthly Meeting. If you need a ride, let me know. 530-1584 or 243-1904.
Charles Woodard, United Methodist Men President
Charles-woodard@comcast.net

The Prayer Shawl
Ministry will not
meet while the Crafty
Ladies are preparing
for November’s craft
show. The Prayer
Shawl Ministry
resumes meeting in
January 2016.
See Lilly Enz for more info.

Need a Ride?
I have a minivan. I bought it so I could give
people a ride wherever they needed to go.
If you need a ride, I will try to accommodate
you. Call me at (804) 530-1584 or on my cell
at (804) 243-1904.
-Charles Woodard
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James Yancey
Jim Crawley, Becca Alexander, Gary Starr
Edna Harrison
Danielle Yancey
Savannah Talley
Jeremy Gutshall
Katie Winn, Rhonda Gregory, Sherry Strosnider
Ethan Rogers
Nancy Byrd
Trip Anderson
Mary Kennedy, Carter Steinbraker
Jake Pommert
Connie Gorman, Bob Clark
Ashley Sloan, Cliff Winn, Christy Lythgoe,
Brian Rogers, Sr.
James Campbell, Karen Caples, Marsha Rogers
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Missions
STOP HUNGER NOW is fast approaching! The Crafty Ladies held their mini bazaar in August and raised
$828.00 for STOP HUNGER NOW! Thanks to everyone who came and bought their wonderful
homemade goods. There were other crafters outside of the Crafty Ladies who sold their homemade items
and contributed to the STOP HUNGER NOW total! In addition others have been busy raising funds and
have collected $703.78. The total amount needed is $2,500.00. We are more than half the way there!
Operation Christmas Child is in full swing. Jessica Mathis is our Chairperson for this project. She has
reported that the collection box for August had a good amount of school supplies. For the month of
September we will be collecting hygiene products. Jessica will have the list of products on the bulletin board
by the kitchen, as well as the collection box.
On August 14 and 21 our church had a mission opportunity which was to help a couple who needed some
yard work and various outdoor projects taken care of. This included fixing a back deck and getting it
painted. Not only members from our church helped but the Boy Scouts and others in our community
offered their assistance. May God bless each of you !
The Backpack program should be starting up around the second or third week in September! I will put the
information in the church bulletin.
Peace be with you!
Ann McNinch, Missions Chair

Meal Packaging Event:
Saturday, October 17@ 2:00 pm
Bermuda Hundred
United Methodist Church
Help us feed 10,000 people a meal! Who can help? Ages 5-105! How much is
this? .25¢ a meal! How many meals can you provide? Help us raise money for
these meals! Gather with us on October 17 to package these meals! Invite your
friends to participate! The minimum we can do is 10,000 but I believe we can do
even more!
Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church
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September 2015 Sunday Servants

SEPTEMBER 6
SERVANT

Communion
Sunday

8:30 am
Usher/
Greeters

SEPTEMBER 13
Worship at 10:00 am

SEPTEMBER 20

Fall Kick Off

SEPTEMBER 27

11:00 am—2:00 pm

Marc & Mindy Wilts

No Contemporary
Worship Service

The Hodges Family

Elaine & Charlie
Ruxton

11:00 am
Usher/
Greeters

Ann & Owens McNinch

Worship at 10 am:
Deborah & Jack
Shelton

Darren & Stacy
Woodell

Youth

Acolytes

Kelsey Callahan &
TBA

Savannah Talley
& TBA

Maggie Steinbraker
& Carter Steinbraker

Branwyn McCormick
& Abby Mayes

Lay
Readers

8:30 am TBA
11am Tyler Craddock

8:30 am TBA
11am Tina Morris

8:30 am TBA
11am Bill Talley

Children’s
Church

Nursery

UMYF
Meals
(Sundays
at 6:00pm)

No 8:30 am Service
10am Melissa Anderson

Jim Booth

Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed

Mark & Melissa
Anderson

Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed

No UMYF

11 am Fall Kick Off
(Youth & Adult
Volunteers)

UMYF Fall Kick Off
Volunteers & Dinner
Provided

Volunteers &
Dinner Needed

Altar Guild for September: Tom & Pam Myrick
If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible:
8:30 AM Ushers/Greeters: Mindy Wilts at 586-7195
11:00 AM Ushers/Greeters: Sandy Forbes at 530-2055
Acolytes: Sheila LaRue at 454-1284
Altar Guild: Nancy Byrd at 530-5319
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Welcome New Members!
Danielle, James & Brooke Yancey
Joined BHUMC
on August 23, 2015
(if you need a church directory, copies are
available at the church or contact Christine
in the church office at 530-1391)

Julianne Proper
baptized
on August 16, 2015
Parents: Frederick & Jessica Proper
Grandparents: Fred & Peggy Proper

September Meetings & Small Groups
The Visioning Team meets Tuesday, September 1 at 7:00 pm in the Grundy Parlor
 Join us for a Wednesday Morning Prayer Service every Wednesday at 7:00 am
 The Keenagers meet on Wednesday, September 2 at noon at Chen’s Restaurant
 SPRC meets on Wednesday, September 9 at 6:30 pm
 There will be one worship service at 10:00 am on Sunday, September 13 followed by a
potluck luncheon and then the Fall Kick Off Block Party from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
 Finance Committee will meet Monday, September 14 at 6:30 pm in the Grundy Parlor
 Church Council will meet Monday, September 14 at 7:30 pm in the Grundy Parlor
 The Gladys Toom small group meets on Wednesday, September 16 & 30 at 2:00 pm
 The Worship Team will meet Thursday, September 17 at 6:30 pm in the Grundy Parlor
 The UMYF Fall Kick Off is 6:00 pm on Sunday, September 20
 The UMW spaghetti supper with the UMM is at 6:30 pm on Monday, September 21
 Pastor Beth will lead a 4th Thursday Worship Service held at the
Crossings at Ironbridge on Thursday, September 24 at 2:00 pm
 Angie Morriss with JT Morriss & Crater Community Hospice leads a bereavement group
on Tuesdays at 10:30 am from September 22 through October 27


