Berea Christian Church
37 Woolsey Road
Hampton, GA 30228
770-946-3127
return service requested
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Life’s Journey

DECEMBER

Prayer List: page 2
December Ministries: page 3
It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas ! : page 4
They Did Get to See the Baby : page 5
Young Adult / Special Events : page 6
Youth & Children Ministry: page 7

Center on Prayer
Bill Hughes; David Fontana; Art Steele; Cleo Hardin; Pete & Darlene Auguard; Eldon
Howard; David & Brenda Dyar; Mary Kate McMahan; Janet Fulton; Uriel Parchment;
Judy Kendall; Bud Junger; Corrine Carpenter; Diane Cathcart; Justin Bentley; Rose

12/12 6:00pm-8:00pm
We hope you will join us for a delicious dinner, (tickets available
now - adults $7:00 & children $5.00) the children’s Christmas
Program, and fellowship with friends and family over dessert
after wards.

Anderson; Harry Boss;

Average Attendance & Giving
NOVEMBER Average Attendance: 132
Monthly Giving for NOVEMBER:
General: $ 18,343.08
Missions: $ 2,437.92

Remember Our Shut-Ins
Janie Wilkerson - Laurel Park
Eloise Ridgeway - Gainesville
Vic Whited - Home
Robbie Kendall - Home
Barbara Hiers - Dawsonville

Family & Friends

All children are invited to The Wild Kingdom’s Christmas
Party - Sunday, December 23 ! This year’s theme: The 2018
Christmas Pajama Jam. Wear your cutest, comfiest,
Christmas-y pajamas and enjoy a fun lesson, yummy
snacks, and fun times with friends. K-5 will have their
party from 9:30-11:45 in the Family Life Center. The
Treefrogs and Cubs will have their party from 10:30-11:30
in the Cub’s classroom.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from our family to
yours! We are blessed to serve alongside an awesome group of
people and can’t wait to see what God has in store for 2019! Shelby and Justin Bentley

Barry Jenkins; Steve Fulton; Melanie Arehart; Marsha Pennington; Marshall Dodgen; David Sweet; Suzi
Lady; Tanner Diget; Jane Troutman; Annette Hamilton; Jamie Wolske; Gerald Ballinger; Leroy Fulton;
Helga Van Note; Jack Tigner; Rachel Price; LaVerne Chapman; Buddy Johnson; Sally Johnson; Savannah
Holcomb; Ricky Holcomb
Berea Family,
I want to thank everyone for their many get-well cards,
telephone calls, food, prayers and love. I truly appreciate all
of the hugs, love, kinds words and offers of assistance. My
lovely Berea family have done grocery shopping for me and
even cleaned my home. What amazing love you all have

Who: Middle-High School
What: Christmas Food, Sweater Contest, and Sneaky Santa (bring a gift thats
$5.00 or less)
When: Friday December 7th, 5:00 to 8:00
Where: Student Worship Room/Family Life Center

shown me. I missed being out of church but I felt the love.
God bless each of you,
Cleo Hardin

Youth Sunday
Who: Middle and High School
What: Students will be apart of, and help out with worship service.
When: December 30th at 10:30
Where: Berea

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas !
What exactly does Christmas “look like?” Lights? Trees? Garland? Shopping Centers? Santa &
his sleigh? Presents? Shipping boxes? Nativity Scenes? Wreaths? Reindeer Antlers? Snow?
Silver Bells? Jingle Bells? Mountains of wrapping paper and bows? Maybe even and “Elf on the
Shelf?” (Just say “NO!”)
Or maybe better, what does Christmas “sound like?” An Andy Williams Christmas Album? The
clanging of a Salvation Army bell ringer? Manheim Steamroller songs blaring on the radio? How
about a jolly “Ho, Ho, HO!” or children singing carols at your door?
Are there also smells that go along with Christmas? Does the smell of evergreen trees and branches
remind you of Christmas? Maybe a crock-pot of wassail steeping in the kitchen, or the sweet smell
of egg-nog by the fire says Merry Christmas to you? Or maybe the smell of that fire in the fireplace
reminds you of Christmas?
The song goes like this: “It’s the Hap, Happiest time fo the Year,” but is it? Is it for you? If I am
completely honest as I sit at my desk today what keeps going through my mind is: It’s the bus,
busies time of the year! For me, Christmas “looks like” being very, very, verrry busy! We have so
many things going on at Berea throughout the entire month of December, and each one is an
opportunity to serve, to reach out, to love and to share the joy of the Christmas Story. It begins this
week with decorating the Worship Center followed quickly by the Christmas Parade and the
massive effort required to produce over 1,200 bags of popcorn (along with a meaningful float.)
Then comes our annual trip to facilitate the service at Christian City and the Church Christmas
Dinner & Children’s Program all in the same week! Then a variety of parties and events will lead
up to what we always hope will be a Christ-Centered Christmas Eve service you won’t want to
miss. And it doesn’t stop until the clean up is done and the decorations are tucked away for next
year! Yes, it is the “bus, busiest time of the year!”
And the the next thing that comes to my mind is the saying about busyness I used to teach my
students back in my Youth Ministry days: “If Satan can’t make you bad, he will just make you
busy!” And that is the challenge for me this time of year. That the busyness of the “busiest time of
the year” can literally suck the joy and meaning out of what I should celebrate during the season
when I remember the birth of my Savior, and the love of God to send Him to me in human flesh.
How about you? Is the busyness of the season keeping you from the joy of God with us?

See you on Sunday

THEY DID GET TO SEE THE BABY !
Oh, yea, it’s that time of the year again - Christmas. In fact, I’m probably writing too late to
staunch the flow of shopping, gift wrapping, shopping, post office visits, shopping, baking goodies,
shopping, holiday events, shopping, family traditions, and more shopping. I’m sure I could add to the
list many more activities that distract us from the real meaning of Christmas - the birthday of Jesus
Christ.
The actual event has become so shrouded that we may never really see the baby born in
Bethlehem. To convict us and encourage us to be sure, above all else, see the baby, I want to tell you
an event reported in the Advocate Messenger of Danville, Kentucky, not too many years ago:
Two 11 year-old girls determined to see a newborn niece secretly borrowed a grandfather’s
car, piled clothes on the seat so they could see over the steering wheel and drove more than 10 hours.
“Neither one of them had ever driven a car before,” said Michael Ray, Mercer County's juvenile
caseworker. “That baby, they were determined to see it.”
The youngsters, who Mr. Ray said would not be publicly identified, packed up a Dodge Aries
with some pop, snacks and a road atlas for their trek to the central Kentucky town of Harrodsburg.
A few weeks before the excursion in September they began sneaking cash from their parents,
and they had built up $18 to pay for gasoline.
The pair made it even though one girl left her prescription eyeglasses at home. There was one
unexpected detour during their road trip, though, "they got lost in Lexington,” Mr. Ray said, adding
that they drove on a street that encircles Lexington. They went around New Circle Road 2 or 3 times.”
“There’s not one person who question them,” he said. “They didn’t seem to be scared.”
The sister in Harrodsburg informed the authorities of the girls whereabouts once they safely
arrived.
“The parents were shocked,” Mr. Ray said. “They didn’t think they had it in them to do it, but
they did get to see the baby.”
And this Ole’ preacher, who was born in Kentucky and raised in West Virginia, hopes we have
the same audacity and determination that will assure that we see the baby born in Bethlehem. Don’t
let anything keep you from having a Christ-filled Christmas, and may it be so filled it will spill over to
all those around you !

--Dennis

DAUGHTERS of the KING
Friday, December 7
Daughters of the King and husbands
will have their annual Christmas
Gathering on Friday, December 7 at
7:00 in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a
an hors d’oeuvres, and a gift if you
would like to participate in gift
exchange.

We need two trays of “bark” for every
6 bags of popcorn. Bakers Choice is
an Aldi’s brand that works great with
this popcorn.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9

LADIES OF FAITH Thursday, December 6
Ladies of Faith Christmas Party will
be on Thursday, December 6 at
11:00 in the Fellowship Hall. No gift
exchange, if you have not given
toward our special project please
see Carol Dudley.
Don’t forget food for lunch.

“MEN OF ISSACHAR”
Saturday… December 8

Who are the ‘Men of Issachar” ?
All men, all ages are encouraged to meet us in the Fellowship Hall
at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 8.

Immediately following our morning
worship, for the affirmation of Elders/
Deacons to serve at Berea Christian
for 2019.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
It’s that time of year, where we all load up
and head over to Christian City share and
lead worship. We will leave immediately
following our morning worship services,
stop for lunch (fast food), and then on to
Christian City.

HIGHMILERS ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TOUR
THURSDAY, December 20
We will be heading to Thomaston to view
“Christmas Lane.” Once again we will be
enjoying a stop for meal at the Garden Patch in
Barnesville. Departure time to be announced.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20

FOOD PANTRY
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15

If you have not had the opportunity to experience one of our Food
Pantry Saturdays - it’s amazing. We will need some extra helping
hands see Patti Timmons or Debbie Smith to get your name on the
volunteer list for DECEMBER Food Pantry.

