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MONDAY "You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has 
lost its flavor? Can you make it useful again? It will be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot as worthless. You are the light of the world-like a city 
on a mountain, glowing in the night for all to see. Don't hide your light 
under a basket! Instead, put it on a stand and let it shine for all. In the 
same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone 
will praise your heavenly Father.” Matthew 5:13 
A few years ago while on Sabbatical, our family stayed in a little 
village high up in the Alps. Across from us was a deep valley and 
beyond that, a second ridge of mountains. At night, as the color 
drained from the sky, lights began to appear across from us. We were 
delighted to see a little town, which had been nearly invisible during 
the day! Jesus says his followers are like that city: we shine brightest 
when things are darkest. What does this require of you in hard times? 
How have you allowed your faith to shine for others? 

TUESDAY In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain 
things well. Romans 12:6 
All of us have received, from God, gifts that help us live in community 
and change the world. We call these spiritual gifts. If you have never 
explored your gifts, you can begin to here: http://www.umc.org/what-
we-believe/spiritual-gifts. You’ll find a short on-line test to identify 
your own gifts. Once you know how God has gifted you, ponder how 
God has shaped your life 
to bring strength and 
beauty to both this church 
community and the larger 
community in which you 
live. 

WEDNESDAY When they 
could not find them, they 
dragged Jason and some 
believers before the city 
authorities, shouting, 
“These people who have 
been turning the world upside down have come here also. Acts 17:6 
(NRSV)  
Ordinary believers in the early church “turned the world upside down.” 
This is without the benefit of TV, social media, phones, etc. The impact 
was felt through individuals like Jason and others who shared, served, 
and gave of themselves. As a church, we believe we can change the 
world. What is your piece of that change? How will your actions, 

generosity, words, and life “turn the world upside down” in the best of 
ways? 
THURSDAY You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by 
many reliable witnesses. Now teach these truths to other trustworthy 
people who will be able to pass them on to others. 2 Timothy 2:2 
Paul expects the Good News to continue to spread. From him (first 
generation of believers) to Timothy (second generation) to “other 
trustworthy people” (third generation) who then “pass the on to 
others” (fourth generation). The goal of learning more in our faith is 
that we share it. Who have you shared your faith with? How did it 
happen? Must we stand on street corners and shout, or are there many 
wonderful ways to passed along the hope/joy/life/meaning you have 
found as a follower of Jesus? 

FRIDAY The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your 
relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show 
you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you 
famous, and you will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless 
you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth 
will be blessed through you.” Genesis 12:1-3  
Notice the last sentence of verse 3. God explains the purpose for 
calling Abram to leave all he knows and follow God on this late-in-life 
adventure- what is it? The deepest reason God is calling Abram is so 

that “all the families 
on earth will be 
blessed through you.” 
How does your faith, 
courage, and sacrifice 
bless others? 

SATURDAY The least 
of you will become a 
thousand, 
    the smallest a 
mighty nation. 
I am the Lord; 

    in its time I will do this swiftly. Isaiah 60:22 (NIV) 
On our own, the problems in our lives and in the world can seem 
impossibly huge. But we are not alone. God is with us! Remember 
God’s words here. The least become strong, the smallest, mighty, 
because God is with us. When it feels impossible to change the world, 
remember it’s not all on your shoulders. Fix your eyes on the Lord and 
let him do amazing things through you!
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