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MONDAY In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus 
began to do and teach until the day he was taken up to heaven after 
giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 
During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the 
apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he 
was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. 
Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave 
Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you 
before. John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 1:1-5 
The book of Acts was written by Luke. This book is rightly read as part 
two of the set that begins with the Gospel of Luke. What does this 
opening tell you about the goal/theme of the book? Who are going to 
be the main characters in this story?  

TUESDAY  So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, 
“Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our 
kingdom?” Acts 1:6 (Emphasis added) 
The disciples imagined Jesus would be king in the ordinary sense 
(throne, kingdom, vanquishing political enemies). They keep asking 
about when he’s going to become king (and if they can have choice 
cabinet positions!). But Jesus is already king. His resurrection has 
enthroned him as the Messiah. Not a worldly king over one nation, but 
king over the world. Why do you think this was so hard to understand? 
Do you ever expect God to act in a certain way?  

WEDNESDAY He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those 
dates and times, and they are not for you to know. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:7-8 
I’m sure you’ve encountered stories of people who “calculated” the end 
of time. If these dates were not for the first disciples to know, would 
God really have told that other person? More important than end time 
dates, Jesus says, is what we do as we await his return. The work of 
spreading the good news will continue. How? As a modern-day 
disciple, hear Jesus say these words to you. What do you feel? 

THURSDAY After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they 
were watching, and they could no longer see him. As they strained to see 
him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 
“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into 
heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will 
return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” Acts 1:9-11 

This must have been a terrible moment for the disciples! Until this point, 
they have always had Jesus to teach, lead, correct and encourage 
them. Of course they just stood there, mouths gaping at the place he 
had just been. They were desperately hoping he would come back 
again. An angel has to get them moving. Why didn’t the disciples feel 
equal to the task? If you were there, how would you feel? When have 
you felt unready for something God asked of you? 

FRIDAY They all met together and were constantly united in prayer…Acts 
1:14.  
Followers of Jesus are called to be people of worship and prayer. 
Confronted with a new mission and feeling inadequate, the believers 
worship and pray. What drives you to a time of intense prayer? How 
does urgent need affect your relationship with Christ? 

SATURDAY Peter continued, “This was written in the book of Psalms...‘Let 
someone else take his position.’ “So now we must choose a replacement 
for Judas from among the men who were with us the entire time we were 
traveling with the Lord Jesus...Whoever is chosen will join us as a witness 
of Jesus’ resurrection.” So they nominated two men…Then they all 
prayed, “O Lord, you know every heart. Show us which of these men you 
have chosen as an apostle to replace Judas in this ministry…and Matthias 
was selected to become an apostle with the other eleven. Acts 1:20-26 
What resources does the early church draw upon to solve the problem 
of who should replace Judas? What do you learn from the early 
church that you could use when faced with problems where the answer 
isn’t easy or clear?


