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FROM
THE
DIRECTOR...
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Recently, Lutheran Church Canada President, Rev. Bugbee stopped by and shared a Bible study
with us about the sower and the seed. As we discussed different soils and the modern context,
we spend a good chunk of time focused on what happens to the seed that is planted. It’s buried.
It’s placed out of sight, typically two to eight inches below the surface. And then what do we
have to do…wait…a little while. If you have ever planted anything in the earth, you will know
what I’m talking about.
A little while... is the phrase that Jesus also uses with his disciples in John 16 as He explains His
return. I don’t know about you, but that idea of having to wait longer, even if it’s for just a little
while, can be frustrating, and the disciples thought so too.
More recently, I have had to share this phrase, a little while, with one of our communities as I
needed to postpone a mission trip because the funding and resources were not available for me
to travel in as hoped. It’s heartbreaking and frustrating.
So I want to encourage you, if you’ve been waiting a little while to support our ministry, now is
the time. We need your financial, prayer, and mission team support. Please take action today
and donate online or send a cheque directly to us. Sign up for our monthly prayer email and
learn our communities’ prayer needs. Call us and make plans to minister in a community as we
strive to show and share God’s love in the lives of individuals on the remote coast of BC.
It’s my prayer that the following stories and pictures bear witness to the action many have
taken and the faithfulness of Christ in growing the seeds that have been sown in these
communities. Help us in the sowing, in the nurturing and in the harvest that is to come!
In Christ’s love,

COVER PHOTO: Thank you to this team from Modesto, California who joined us in
being a tangible form of God’s love. This team did a fantastic job of providing one on
one ministry. Here you can see our friend Seth sharing God’s love with one of the kids
during our Kid’s Club.
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broken marriage, he was beaten down and
lost. Yet in the midst of all of this, God sent
a missionary to his house, and despite
John’s efforts to dodge him, the missionary
continued to return- day after day,
sometimes weeks or months later in fact,
but he kept coming back. It was through
this relationship that John heard of the
hope, freedom, love, and forgiveness
available to him through Christ. Soon,
John’s old life died and he started a new
life was born in him through Christ! He
shed the life of addictions, sought to
restore his relationship with his family,
became a father to his three children, and
began spending daily time in prayer and
the Bible. It’s an amazing narrative and
one that still continues to this day.
Part of the reward that John finds in his
Night Watchman job, is that he gets to live
out his faith. If you were to ask, he will
quickly tell you stories of people coming
up to him and asking for prayer or
encouragement. Sometimes they are lost
or share a story similar to what John has
experienced in his old life, too. But with
life in his voice, he always shares the hope
that Christ has placed in his life and the
desire that Christ has for a relationship
with them, too.

DEATH TO LIFE

EXPLORING THE PERSONAL STORY OF A MAN OF FAITH

BY MARCUS HUFF

I

f you were ever to visit the community of Klemtu, you would learn that they have a
protector in their midst. In the dark late hours of the night, you may see him as he
walks the streets and paths of the community. If you see him, you may notice him
engaging with those wandering home, checking on vacant homes, or steering youth
back when it’s past the community curfew. Entrusted with merely a flashlight, a
handheld VHF radio, and rain gear, he is the Night Watchman.

Over the years, John has become a huge
supporter of our ministry, proudly wearing
our logo, and is one of the many we work
alongside as we seek to share God’s love in
Klemtu. But I think John’s life bears
witness to us living outside of Klemtu, as
well, because John doesn’t seem himself
as a Lay Minister or Night Watchman when
asked, but rather a man redeemed by the
blood of Christ and seeking to live it out in
whatever way God calls him. I am proud
to call John my friend and a brother in
Christ.

Now this may sound like an introduction to a comic book character and maybe he is,
but I assure you that he is real, and his name is John.
John has served his community in this position for as long as I can remember. It
provides a small income for him and his family, but the reward is something much
greater. Though this may be his actual job, if you were to ask someone in community
who John was, they would reply by saying that he is their minister. Though not
technically schooled or trained in the traditional ways, he has learned alongside
various missionaries and after the former lay minister passed away, John was drawn
into this new role.
John’s testimony of coming to faith is one that he shares with great joy and to which
he holds fast. For him, it truly is a situation of death and life, because if it wasn’t for
his new life in Christ, he might not be with us today. Stuck in a life of addictions and a
WWW.BCMISSIONBOAT.ORG
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE...
A VISUAL GLIMPSE OF OUR FEBRUARY
MINISTRY IN KLEMTU

S

haring God’s love can be as
simple and tangible as giving
your complete focus to a child,
taking time to colour, sharing a
story, laughing at their silly and
dream like stories, or even with a
smile. The experiences of the week
are as colourful and diverse as the
pictures above. There are also many
moments that we simply couldn’t
capture with an image.
In addition to this glimpse, we were
able to share God’s love with a
grieving spouse who had lost his
precious and faithful bride since the
last time we had spoken. We were
able to share the hope that one day,
through their faith in Christ, they
would be reunited in perfect glory.
God’s love is huge and so are the
ways we get to share it!
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SISTERS IN CHRIST

WOMEN’S MINISTRY IN EHATTESAHT

hen the group of us
prayed together, that
evening in Ehattesaht, we tried
something called a ‘Popcorn
Prayer.’ If you haven’t tried it
before, it’s where one person
starts the prayer out loud and
when they finish, the next
person who wants to pray can
‘pop’ in. It continues this way
until there is a long pause, and
then someone ends the prayer.
So, I started off the prayer and
when Eleanor took her turn
next, she said, “POP” and then
continued with her prayer.
Saying “POP” was a fun new
twist on the regular popcorn
prayer, but we all loved it so
much that each of us did the
same thing before we took our
turns to pray. Our friend Shelia
enjoyed it so much, that I
decorated a reminder of it right
on her mug.

BY JESSICA PIXNER

T

hroughout the last six years, I have had the opportunity to visit Ehattesaht many times to
share God’s love and form some wonderful relationships. As a woman, connecting with
other women has always been a natural way for me to share God’s love with others. And
together with other female staff and volunteers, God has used us to connect specifically with the
women of this community in a unique way - like sisters!
It all began with hosting Ladies Spa Nights. We would invite women of all ages from the
community out for an evening of conversation, doing each other’s nails, and prayer to help
foster relationships over a common interest. As trust was formed and relationships developed,
we wanted to make these evenings more Christ focused. So we began to purposefully set aside
more time for prayer and devotions focused in God’s Word, and our time together has
continued to be more meaningful with each gathering.
At a ladies night this past fall, we focused on a story of a woman who learned to turn to God’s
Word during her times of struggle and give her problems over to God. It was a relevant topic for
our small group, and as our conversation continued, we talked about the idea of being ‘sisters in
Christ’ and what that meant. So we wrapped up the evening by decorating encouragement
mugs for each other. It was a creative and tangible way for us to encourage each other and to
be a daily reminder of God’s promises. We used Bible verses, designs, pictures, and lots of
colour as we shared some laughs and continued the conversation too.
But what really made this night special was the bond in our group. It was a bond that brought a
sense of trust, care, love and oneness that comes from being united through Christ. It allowed
us to be vulnerable as we shared personal stories and struggles, discussed God’s Word, asked
tough questions, and built each other up in faith! It was so clear that God used, and continues
to use, these opportunities to connect women of this community with His love and each other as
sisters through Christ.

Though this phrase was our
funny saying for the evening, it
has turned into something that
has kept our little group
connected throughout the year
too! When one of us has a
prayer request, we’ll post, “POP”
on our Facebook timeline, or
send it in a message to the
group as our way of letting each
other know that we need prayer
for something.
So the next time you gather with
your family or friends to pray,
try out our new version of the
popcorn prayer to make it fun
and see where the prayers and
conversations go! And if you
ever have a prayer request, feel
free to ‘POP’ us a line and we
would be happy to pray with you
too.

There is a song we sing at church that describes it beautifully, “and assembled as one, in the
name of the Son, lifting hearts, lifting hands, celebrating as friends and proclaiming the Lord, all
our praises afford. We are brothers and sisters in Christ.” That’s exactly what happened that
evening and what we’ve been seeing more and more in this community: the gathering together
of sisters with Christ at the center.
WWW.BCMISSIONBOAT.ORG
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PARTNERS IN MISSIONS

THE LONG TERM SUPPORT WE NEED YOUR HELP WITH

Y

UPCOMING...
JULY // KLEMTU

ou make a difference! Every dollar, every person, every letter, every prayer and
every supportive conversation makes a difference in our ministry. And if you
know our ministry, then you know that we exist to make God’s love known. We are
in the ministry of sharing this love, specifically in remote coastal communities of
British Columbia.

For the first time in many years, we are
returning to Klemtu in the summer to
provide programs for children, youth,
adults, and simply engage in relationships!

We need your help and your voice to make this possible. So please partner with us in
sharing God’s love in the long term. Please support our ministry and the exciting
opportunities that are available to be the hands and feet of our ministry. Check out
and engage in one or more of the following ways today!

We welcome back two teams that will
assist us in Sharing God’s love this
summer. Both long-standing teams
building and fostering deep Christ
centered relationships. Sign-up for
updates + prayer requests for these teams.

$

FINANCIAL GIVING:
Your dollars provide the means for
us to go and share God’s love.

SHARE GOD’S LOVE:
Join us in experiencing sharing
God’s love + the communities too.

PRAYER:
Join us and pray for our ministry,
staff, and the communities.

SHARE:
Help us by sharing about our
ministry + opportunities to serve.

JULY // KYUQUOT & KINGCOME

AUGUST // EHATTESAHT
As we round up our summer season, we
will be working alongside our friends in
Ehattis and with a mission team from out
East.

GROUPS NEEDED!!!
PARTNERS IN MINISTRY: They come in various ages, demographics and interests but
share the same purpose: Sharing God’s love. These men have supported the BCMBS in
their friendship to our staff and have served as a boat Captain, as volunteers, cooks, and
as financial supporters too. Join them and become a partner in our ministry today!

We welcome new mission teams with
hearts to serve and grow! Contact us for
more information and to learn how you
can join us in sharing God’s love in remote
coastal BC communities!
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