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Something Old, Something New... - Jessica Pixner, BCMBS Staff
This season, we welcomed a new summer
staff, Sushanth. He had joined us previously
on two mission trips and was excited to be
serving with us again while also completing
an engineering co-op too. An engineering
co-op was a first for us, but we looked
forward to having a new perspective and
set of gifts around the office, even if it was
only for a few months.
A requirement for Sushanth’s co-op was a
building project that we created for him to
complete. The project was for him to build
a storage unit for our office. The reason?
So that we could take the inventory of
materials and supplies that were stored in
the shed and move them into our office.
This would eliminate our need for the shed,
and make these resources more accessible
for us and our teams to make use of.
There’s a phrase that goes ‘Something old,
something new, something borrowed, and
something blue…’ and though it’s a popular
bridal rhyme, it’s a phrase that really
encompassed this building project and even
how God makes us new.
Like any project, there were many steps
and lots of hard work that had to happen
for this storage unit to be created. The first
step was to take an inventory of all of the
old materials and supplies in the shed that
would be stored.

God Moving in Kingcome - Pg. 2

This is always a big and grueling project, but
having these resources available to the
many teams that join us is a big way we can
assist them in their preparations for a week
of ministry in one of the communities.
After a lot of hot weather and many days of
hard work out in the shed, the materials
and supplies were all organized and a new
inventory list was created!
The next step was to then to figure out
what supplies were needed to build the
storage unit. Luckily, there had been a
strong shelving unit in the shed and so
Sushanth was able to take apart and
borrow a lot of the wood from the shelves
in this old shed. He was also able to borrow
the tools he needed from our staff, friends
and from the church. Any remaining lumber
needed, was bought new at a local building
supply store.
Once all the supplies were on hand,
prepped and ready, it was time to build! It
took a few days, but after hard work from
the guys, and a combination of old, new
and borrowed items, we had a brand new
storage unit that could hold all of the blue
totes full of materials and supplies from the
shed.
The best part about this new storage unit is
the picture that this experience paints of
how God works in our lives. Like all of the
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hard work that went into building this
storage unit, we go through tough
situations, but God uses them for a new
purpose!
He probably won’t turn you into a new
storage unit, but He takes us just as we are.
He takes all of our old, new, borrowed or
blue pieces to make us into His new
creation!
We read in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that “if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has
come.” All we need to do is simply accept
Christ, who paid the price for all of our sin.
Behold Christ has made us new!

The Hills Make You Stronger - Pg. 6
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God Moving in Kingcome - Divya Daniel, Mission Team Volunteer

I’ve been to Kingcome four times now with our team from Walnut
Grove Lutheran Church in Langley, BC. Every time I go, I am
amazed and touched by the beauty and the people that live there.
The village is picturesque; complete with lush green mountains,
clear water and crisp air. You can’t help but feel overwhelmed at
the beauty, and realize just how big and extravagant our Creator is how He has so meticulously planned and created everything, from
the molecules that make up the leaf of a tree to the towering
mountains that surround the village. You realize just how
insignificant our lives are compared to the vastness of it all, but in
the same thought realize just how precious we are, that God loves
us so much, that He died to give us life. This is what brings us to
Kingcome each year, this life-giving, all-consuming love of God that
compels us to reach out and share the good news of Christ.
I remember it vividly, the first day of the Kids Club that we were
putting on for the kids on my first trip. I was teaching the Bible
lesson and it was about the story of Noah. Something became very
apparent as the moments wore on, and as Noah was bracing
himself from the raging waters; I was bracing myself from these
kids who were complaining out loud about when we could move
onto something else. Later that night, my own flood came, as my
tears recalled the day’s challenges.
Our team quickly realized that we were coming to the village with a
North American educational model where the teacher talks and the
students sit and listen. This may work at home, but these kids
weren’t looking for an education or grown-ups to tell them what to
do, they were looking for love. This love-education was an
education for me too.
My first time to Kingcome, I thought we would be telling the people
there about God. Perhaps that’s why the first day of Kids Club was
so disappointing. I realized that it was going to be more than telling
them, it was going to require loving them the way God does and as
we are called to do in 1 John 3:18, “Dear children, let us not merely
say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.”
The kids were more interested in building relationships and craved
love and affection from anyone who would give it.

I think it can be easy to glorify the results of faith like someone
accepting Jesus as their Ultimate Lover, but there’s a journey that
goes along with it. We have to recognize that God has been, and
will continue to relentlessly pursue each one of us. Some
individual’s journeys are more rapid and dramatic, but for most of
us it takes some time …and lots of love!
During my time in Kingcome, it has been really neat to see God’s
hand working through different people and situations. On my first
trip, our main contact in Kingcome seemed distant from our group,
abrupt in communicating with us and suspicious of what we were
doing. Over the years, it has been meaningful to see how she has
warmed up to us and has even turned into the woman who was
waiting at the shore to welcome us this year.
As soon as we arrive, we are warmly welcomed by the children of
the village. They remember previous team members and are quick
to make friends with the new ones. Their enthusiasm and energy
to spend time together with us is remarkable! It is not uncommon
for them to knock on our door and ask when we can go outside to
play. Our last day in the village does not go without a few tears
shed by kids and team members alike and multiple bear hugs.
One of my favorite parts of our trip each year is when we visit with
the elders of the village in their homes. Their vulnerability in
sharing their stories, at times ones that are painful to recall, shows
me how God is strengthening our relationship in the village. This
past year, two of the elders recited the Lord’s Prayer in their own
language for us, which was a tremendous honour.
Prayer is another way we have been able to connect with the
people in Kingcome. Often people ask us to pray for their homes,
that evil spirits would leave, and that God would protect them.
When difficulties arise, personal requests are shared with us so that
we may pray for them and their situations.
Jesus valued our relationship with God over his own kingly status.
He came down to earth; connecting with us on our terms, in flesh
and blood, and it is a complete privilege to be able to share that
love with the people in Kingcome!
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Board of Directors Update - Rev. Scott Lyons, Board Chair
Greetings!

I am Rev. Scott Lyons
and I am the new Chairperson of
the Board of Directors. Prior to
this, I had been serving as the
Pastoral Advisor on the Board.
However, my connection to the
BCMBS goes back farther than
that. I had been blessed to be
part of the first couple of mission
teams from Concordia University
back in the early 2000’s. I am
humbled and grateful to be able
to serve again in some small way
with this society that has been a blessing to me. Personally, I am a
husband to my wife Linnea and together we have a four year old
son, Noah, and as of September 1st a daughter, Elissa. I currently
serve as the Pastor of Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church in Victoria
BC.
The Board of Directors is a group of gifted and talented people that
God has brought together to provide support, policy, and direction
to what our society does. I know that most of our Board members,
not only have personal experience with the work of the BCMBS,
but they all share the same passion you have for God’s work
through the BCMBS. We are not the hands and feet on the ground
but we are, by the grace of God, to ensure that the BCMBS mission
of ‘making God’s love in Christ known’ is fulfilled.
I do need to update you on a challenge we are currently facing. On
August 9th we learned that our Executive Director, Marcus Huff,

was refused a visitor record by Immigration Canada which enables
him to work for us. Since Marcus is no longer legally able to work
for us, we have suspended the position of Executive Director, until
his status has been restored. He still has a valid call to serve as
Executive Director for the BCMBS, but we will have to continue on
without him until this challenge has been resolved.
In the meantime I can tell you that not only are we taking every
possible step to resolve this challenge, but that the work of the
BCMBS is continuing! We have appointed Rhonda Kelman, one of
our Board members, as an interim Office Manager and have been
thankful for how the Board of Directors, volunteers and especially
Jessica Pixner, our Office Administrator & Outreach Developer,
have stepped up to fill some of the void.
We know that God is good and His steadfast love endures forever.
Therefore we will continue to work to fulfill our mission as a
society. We believe, and have already seen, how God uses
challenges like this to grow and strengthen us. We are confident
that God’s good and gracious will shall be done for our good and
the good of all involved.
We ask that you would pray for the ministry of the BCMBS and for
Marcus. We also ask you would continue your support of the
BCMBS, and thank you for how your support encourages us as we
work.
Please contact the Board of Directors through the BCMBS office if
you have any concerns or questions. Blessings in Christ our Savior
to you all!

Financial Update - Johanna Rekers, Financial Director
Thank

you to all of our supporters throughout this last year of
ministry. We have had many people come and volunteer their time
and finances, as well as the overwhelming prayer support that we
have received for our ministry and for the communities we work
with. We have been blessed with various donations coming into
the BCMBS to support our ongoing ministry and cannot thank you
enough for them.
The title, ‘Feast and Famine’, comes to mind as we reflect on our
donation trends since the spring. Some months, we had a ‘feast’ of
donations coming in. Other months it was more like a ‘famine' as
we did not receive many donations. I have noticed that the first
half of the year donations came in pretty well as expected.
Between January and August 31, 2014, our donations have
increased by $16,202 compared to August 31, 2013. Our expenses
have also increased this year by $4,193. So financially, we are in a
better position than we were last year! In recent years though, we
have seen less donations coming in during the second half of the
year. This makes your donations at this time of the year vitally
important.
I have the confidence that through your continued generosity and

support, that we will be able to cover our budget this year. We
even started up a new initiative this year to make donating even
easier! This initiative is through FaithLife Financial and allows for
pre-authorized monthly donations from your bank account so that
you don’t have to worry about sending in a cheque every month!
You can learn more about this initiative on the following page and
can contact our office to ask any questions or get this service set up
for you.
There is still time to donate this year in order to receive a charitable
tax receipt for 2014!
As our ministry continues to grow, and as we continue to build
relationships with people in the communities as well as with our
volunteers, we need your continued prayers and financial support
to continue to do God’s work! Through the years we have seen
many ways that God has been able to bless our ministry and also to
see how we have been a blessing to the communities - both while
in the communities and through long distance ministry.

Thank you for your continued support that helps to
make our ministry possible!
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Something to Celebrate! - Jessica Pixner, BCMBS Staff
In the spring, the Pastor from Bella Bella contacted me and told me
about a couple at the church who had a daughter that was
expecting a baby girl and a son who recently had a baby boy and
asked how we could get them each a Baby Care Package. I also
learned that the couple visiting Nanaimo - to visit their son and new
grandbaby, while being close to their daughter as she waited to
have her baby. In many cases, we mail these gifts or send them
with a team, but Nanaimo is only a short drive from our office in
Parksville. I was so excited and couldn’t help but think about how
great it would be to deliver these gifts and form a relationship with
them! In my excitement, I contacted the couple and we made
arrangements to meet up at Blendz Coffee at Woodgrove Center
Mall in Nanaimo.
A week later, I drove down and met the couple and their youngest
son. As the father and son went to explore the mall, I had the
chance to spend a good hour with the mother. I got to know her,
hear her family’s story, and learn about what a woman of faith she
is! It was like I was talking to an old friend I had known for years, I
loved it!

If you’re not familiar with this mall, there is an area of tables, chairs
and couches for people to sit at while they drink their tea or coffee
in the middle of the mall. This is where all of this took place, right
out in the open! Who knows how God may have used our public
conversation and prayer to encourage others who passed by.
God uses our ministry to connect people of these First
Nation communities with His love, but He also uses these
opportunities to encourage the faith of our staff and volunteers
too. After returning home from this visit, I felt so encouraged. I
believe that God had bigger plans that day than to simply bless the
families receiving these packages with gifts and Christian
encouragement, but also to encourage these grandparents in their
faith and even use the time I had with the grandmother to
encourage my faith too! Anything that brings people closer to God
and His love is definitely something to celebrate!

Like any proud grandmother would, she showed me some pictures
of her new grandbaby and boy was he a cutie! I pulled out the 2
Baby Care Packages for her children and went on to open them up
to show her. As I showed her everything that was inside, I shared
how each of the items were from different ladies, churches and
groups from all across Canada & the US and could even list off
where each of the items came from! She shared her appreciation
for these gifts and the different people who were involved in
making them possible. We continued to talk for a while longer, and
before parting ways, we prayed together out loud in the mall! She
prayed for the ministry of the BC Mission Boat Society and for me. I
was able to pray for her family and for her other prayer requests.

New Pre-Authorized Offering Program! - Jessica Pixner, BCMBS Staff
Today, many of our financial commitments can easily be taken care

We asked participants how this program has made giving easier:

of by an automatic monthly debit. We now have a way for our
Canadian friends to support our ministry in the same way through
FaithLife’s Pre-Authorized Offering Program!

“This pre-authorized offering program allows me to give regularly
on a budget and a busy schedule!”
- Rhonda Kelman

After enrolling, pre-authorized donations will be taken directly from
your bank account on the 20th (or next business day) of each
month. You are also free to make changes to your donation
amounts or cancel at any time, and your information is completely
confidential.

“This way, I don’t need any reminders to make a contribution. I
don’t have to write a cheque, it’s as easy as pie.”
- Johanna Rekers

Here are some of the benefits of this program:








Supports our ministry while you are away
Cuts back our administration costs
Helps us with long-term planning
Helps you to budget for donations
Frees you from remembering to mail a donation
Saves you the cost of mailing a donation
It’s simple to participate & donate!

“The pre-authorized offering allows me to give to the BCMBS
consistently, without having to worry about remembering to send
something in the mail, because I am lousy at doing that….without
pre-authorized offering, my giving would be few and far between. I
am thankful for technology, and this awesome, convenient,
option!”
- Alyx Quinlan

Contact our office or visit our website to enroll in
FaithLife’s Pre-Authorized Offering Program today!
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How Could We Have Forgotten This... - Marcus Huff, Mission Team Volunteer
“Hurry!” was the last thing I heard as I grabbed a lanyard full of
keys and ran out the door. As I jumped into the driver seat of a
new-to-me car, I took off on the gravel road, kicking up dust in my
wake. How could we have forgotten this…
Just three days before, our summer ministry team packed up a load
of camping and ministry gear and set off for Ehattesaht. It was the
exciting part of the summer when we were asked to take part in
the Northern Regional Games (NRG), a multi-day gathering of
families and First Nation communities.
For as long as I can remember, the BC Mission Boat Society has
been honoured to receive an invitation to the games. Our
participation and involvement each year has varied based on the
need of the host communities and our growing relationships. But
what remains the same is the amount of fun, games, camping,
amazing food, laughter, relationships and hard work that is put into
this event each year.
So as our team of three set off with sleeping bags, a tent,
backpacks, water balloons and more, we eagerly anticipated what
this year would bring! We were once again honoured to be invited
and take part in the NRG.

each evening. One staff member shared about how he approached
an elder sitting alone and was soon embraced by rich stories of
history, traditional territories and his hopes and pride for the future
generations that they watched run around in the field in front of
them.
Another staff member shared about how great it was to spend time
in the kitchen and not only help, but engage with men and women
that she typically wouldn’t have been able to. She went on to share
that while dicing up vegetables for a Greek salad, the conversation
moved into a discussion of heritage and genes. What came out of
the discussion was that many of them had a similar heritage and
were ultimately all part of God’s family.
I shared about a friend who was showing me his tattoo that had
just been completed a couple hours earlier. As he showed me the
freshly inked skulls piled up under a cross, I asked what this
signified or meant. He shared that it represented his daily struggle
between good and evil and from there we went into the role that
Christ plays in our lives and how He overthrows this balance.
So often it’s the activities that drive our mission trips, and we can
easily lose sight as of why we came and who we came to share His
amazing love with.
So as I ran out of the kitchen and into the car, I was in haste to
retrieve nine beef and elk roasts that we had forgotten about at
someone’s house - the main course for the multitude of people
waiting to feast at the baseball field. How could we have forgotten
this… It’s because we had simply engaged in the opportunities for
authentic conversation and faith discussions while serving.

We arrived a day early, so that we could set up our camp site and
be ready to help the committee as best we could. Prior to arriving,
we had discussed what we could provide for this year’s event and
gladly designated some time each day where we were able to work
with the kids along with a few kitchen prep sessions as well. We
also discussed that our emphasis would be on ministry through
service and engaging in the opportunities for authentic
conversation and faith discussions while serving.
Before we knew it, we were in the kitchen peeling potatoes one
moment and tossing water balloons with kids the next. We pulled
competitors out of the water after the iron man/woman swim and
held craft time for the elders, youth and kids.

Photo courtesy of Ha-Shilth-Sa, Denise Titian
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Though the activities kind of drove our daily schedule, it was the
conversations and people that seemed to move us as we reflected
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The Hills Make You Stronger - Jessica Pixner, BCMBS Staff
A bike can be used for many things - transportation, leisure, or
exercise, but on October 4th our bikes were also used to raise
awareness and financial support for our ministry, the BC Mission
Boat Society! Even more than that, biking through this 50 km route
reminded me so much of how God is always by our side.
Shortly after the opening ceremonies at our ride location in
Victoria, Marcus and I got on our bikes and started the ride. It
began with riding through town, which was fine, but then there was
a HUGE hill and as the hills continued to come, it became harder
and harder for me to ride. The route turned out to be a lot more
difficult than I had anticipated. Many riders were passing me, I felt
so embarrassed, and thought that there was no way I could cycle
the full 50 km. I could feel God encouraging me along the way by
reminding me for who and what I was riding for, which really
helped and gave me strength. Throughout the route, there were
volunteers who cheered for us as we biked past them, who drove
around to make sure that we were all doing okay, and I was lucky
enough to have a great teammate who was willing to bike at my
pace and cheer me on too. It was no fluke that they were there,
God knew that this ride would be difficult and provided them as
encouragements for me and for all of the other riders too!
Just as I struggled to bike the hills, I was reminded that we all have
ups and downs in life. It is easy to become discouraged when the
hills keep coming our way. But there is hope! We are never alone
and the Bible shares in Hebrews 3:15 that God promises to, ‘never
leave you or forsake you’ and in Philippians 4:13 that we ‘can do all
things through Him who strengthens me.’ God never left my side
during the bike ride, but gave me the strength to keep going. He is
right there with us 100% of the time and will get us through
whatever comes our way, whether it’s a hill you’re biking, a loss
you’re facing or even something you’re celebrating. He even
provided all those cheerleaders along the way too!
Even though the hills were absolutely brutal, God had a purpose for
each of them. To this day, I still don’t know why the hills were
there and may never truly know. What I do know, is that because
of those hills, I am stronger. I know how to train better for a 50 km
bike ride, and more importantly, I’ve learned to rely on God’s
strength. We might never fully understand God’s plan or purpose
through the struggles that we face, but there is such comfort in
trusting that they will somehow fit into His amazing plan for our
lives, and shape us into who He wants us to be.

And guess what? Over 3 hours later, I could finally see the finish
line and a group of people cheering us on. God got me through
each and every hill and I'm confident that He will get you through
yours too.

The BCMBS Bikers - Myself & Marcus
Biked at the Victoria Ride Location

The BCMBS Bikers - Rob, Ron & Wayne
Biked at the Surrey/Langley Ride Location

Ride day was great!

We had 2 teams ride for our ministry this year
and collectively biked 250 km and with your support, raised $6,851.
That’s the distance of a round trip from Vancouver to Whistler and
over $2,000 more than we raised last year!
Thank you all so much for your support of this event. The funds
raised will help our ministry in so many ways as we continue to
connect people with God’s love in and with the First Nation
communities along the coast.
Next year we hope that you will join us again in prayer, financial
support, and even ride with us wherever you are in Canada and we
look forward to another great ride next year!
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