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Fall, Winter and Spring Mission Trips!
Spring Mission Trip - Marcus returns to Klemtu
From April 9-16, I traveled by himself to spent a week in the community of
Klemtu. During that week I visited and prayed with many elders in their
homes, helped lead two Christian fellowship services, spent time working
with John (local Christian lay-leader) in the book of Colossians, engaged with
youth in the evenings playing basketball and having some faith discussions.
I also was able to get my hands dirty and help remove the old and delicate
stain glass windows from the church as it was being prepared to be torn
down due to mold but also in preparations of a new community church to
be built. It brought mixed emotions to the community and to myself as I
thought back to the first message I ever gave from the pulpit of that church.

Fall Mission Team - Klemtu
Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute
On November 19, 2010 we had the privilege
of working with a team of nine men from
Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute, Camrose,
AB. This group of guys joined us for a week
long mission trip into Klemtu as an
opportunity to grow, share, and experience
their faith in some familiar, new and
challenging ways. They experienced the
challenging “damp” cold of the west coast all
the while engaging with elders in their
homes, playing basketball and volleyball at
the hall, and helping lead various song,
fellowship, and a memorial services by the
request of the community.

Winter Mission Team - Bella Bella, Ehattesaht, & Klemtu
Concordia University College of Alberta
For an amazing 9th year in a row, Concordia
University students have joined us for a
week of sharing God’s love during their reading break. On February 17, 22 students and
one professor joined us, in Parksville, for 2
days of orientation, training, and team building prior to departure. Because it was such a
large team, we broke this larger group into
three smaller teams and sent them to the
specific communities of Bella Bella,
Ehattesaht, and Klemtu for a week.
Each team prepared and ran a Kid’s Club

program after school, hosted youth nights,
participated in various sport events, visit and
prayed with people in their homes, hosting
song and fellowship events and more.
When they returned they reported how they
had gone to share God’s love but had so
abundantly received it either through their
experiences at orientation, their teammates,
and especially from the community they
were in.
Though tired after their week, they left spiritually alive and eager for next Feb. already!

Prior to joining us, this group of men had
spent the semester living as a community at
Wilderness Ranch in Claresholm, AB. While
at the ranch they had various Christian
instructors, teachers, and pastors join them
to share and teach them about the
foundations of their Christian faith and to
help strengthen and grow it as well.
For more information about this Bible
College, please go to website at,
www.CLBI.edu .
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Q&A with Executive Director, Marcus Huff: Discussing the ministry focus
Q: So does this mean that you will never use
a boat for missions again?
A: Not at all. The Board of Directors were
very deliberate in specifying that the
decision was to not lease a boat for the 2011
year. We are very open to use whatever
means of transportation possible to share
the gospel. This may mean that we lease a
boat, helicopter or plane for 2012, haha.

On November 29, 2010, the BCMBS Board of
Directors met and issued the following press
release: “a strategic decision [has been
made] to focus on year round land based
ministry. This reflects the growing trend of
the last few years, the changing interest of
our mission volunteers, and available
resources. Currently land based mission
teams represent 75% of our year round
ministry. To focus in this direction, we have
decided not to lease a boat in the summer of
2011. We have been led to this decision
through careful prayer, and discussions,
including the additional meeting held on
Nov. 29th. We believe it will enable more
individuals, youth groups, and churches to
experience and share God’s love in the
communities we are privileged to work with
on the BC coast. We are excited about this,
and invite you to join us in praying for God’s
continued leading and guidance for the
BCMBS.”
This release has brought up many good and
challenging questions and inquires. We have
asked Marcus Huff, Executive Director of the
BCMBS to help answer some of them for us.
Q: What has been your overall response to
this focusing of the ministry?
A: All of the feedback that we have received
has been very positive and supportive. Many
recognized that this decision did not come
lightly and acknowledged the board of
director’s devotion to the leading and
guiding of God’s direction for this ministry.
Some of the feedback has had an element of
humour at times, as one person suggested
changing our title to BC Mission Bus Society
so that the initials BCMBS may live on!

Q: How will this affect communities with
whom you have made contact and are only
accessible by boat?
A: Very little. We have already been using
various means of alternative transportation
for our year round ministry, such as water
taxis, ferries and float planes for numerous
years.
Q: So does this mean a name change is in
the near future?
A: The short answer is, not at this time, but it
is not out of the question in the future. The
longer answer is that we realize that the idea
of a mission boat society not leasing a boat
sounds funny but we are okay with that and
even agree that it may seem funny. The idea
of a name change at this time is something
that we have discussed and struggled with as
well, but because the decision to not lease a
boat is only for the 2011 year we feel that it
would be premature to make any such
changes. But having said that, the topic of
our title or name has been discussed at
various times over the last few years. This is
due to the fact that the BCMBS has
exceeded its title of being solely a boat
based ministry for a number of years now.
There is a lot to a title and at times we have
felt that ours has not properly allowed us to
be seen as more than a boat based ministry
or a ministry that operates year round
either. For the past number of years our
land based ministry has provided growing
year round opportunities, accounting for 7580% of our year round ministry to the
communities we work with on the remote
BC coast.
Q: Was there a financial element to the
decision?
A: There is a financial element to all our
decisions as we seek to use the financial gifts
that God has given us through our donors
and supporters in the most dynamic and
responsible means possible. Having said
that, it was not the driving force for this
strategic decision, but rather, the ministry
needs of the communities we work with and

the volunteers who join us that drove the
conversation.
Q: How does this change reflect the original
vision for the boat ministry?
A: The BCMBS was established in 1999 with
the vision, “To show and bring Christ, by ship
based mission, to British Columbian coastal
communities.” An amazing number of the
relationships we currently have were first
formed by sailing in on a boat flying the BC
Mission Boat flag. In recent years these
relationships have grown, and many new
ones started, not through sailing in on a boat
flying the BC Mission Boat flag, but by
traveling via water taxi, float plane, or in
some cases, by car. By 2004, the Board of
Directors recognized that there was fruit in
other models and the words “ship based
ministry” were removed to make room for
the “land based ministry” that had been
happening. This current change reflects the
original focus on God’s love in Christ, and
emphasizes that the vehicle for this to occur
lies in the relationships that the BCMBS has
built with communities over the years.
Currently, the clarified focus of the BCMBS
ministry is to engage, strengthen, and
connect people to God’s love in Christ
through such things as serving, building
relationships, and providing opportunity for
personal growth. And as the late Rev.
Robert Koebernick wrote, in 2001, “The BC
Mission Boat still commits its plans to Our
Heavenly Father, seeking that the fruits of
this mission are according to His will.” We
too still agree and hold firm to this and pray
that through your support you would as
well!

Need prayer?
Prayer requests are handled with confidentiality, trust, and respect. Feel free
to call our office FREE at anytime,
1-877-303-2323. If no one is available
to take your call, leave a message, and
we will call you back as soon as we can!

Visit us in Parksville!!
Remember that Parksville is the home
base and location of the BC Mission
Boat Society. Driving through? Why
not stop by for a visit! We would love
to see you!
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Summer 2011: BC Mission Boat Trips
Connecting people in coastal British Columbian communities with God’s love!
Summer Mission Trips
July 3-9

KYUQUOT

Bardo Lutheran Church
- Tofield, AB

July 9-16

BELLA BELLA

Mount Calvary Luth Church
- Red Deere, AB

July 17-23

KINGCOME

Walnut Grove Luth Church
- Langely, BC

July 24-29

EHATTESAHT

Holy Cross Luth Church
- Kitchener, ON

July 30– Aug 6

KLEMTU

Volunteer Team

August 13-20

KLEMTU

Calvary Lutheran Church
- Thunder Bay, ON

Sept 9-17

KLEMTU

Water`s Edge Church
- Dallas, TX

Klemtu
Bella Bella

Oweekeno

For current teams and dates please visit our
website, www.bcmissionboat.org, or
FACEBOOK page for the latest updates.

Kingcome

Gilford
Port McNeill

Ehattesaht
Kyuquot

Mission Volunteer Information

Ahousaht

Parksville

 Individuals sign on for a one week mission trip. This team
is created of 4 individuals and a BCMBS team leader.
 You will have the opportunity to share God`s love through
visits and praying with individuals in their home, helping to
run Kid`s Club, participating in community events, helping
to lead singing and fellowship events and more
 The estimated cost is $550/person, which includes all your
transportation from Parksville to Klemtu and back, food,
mission materials, and team administration fees.
 Good health and agility are required.
 Individuals are responsible for their own travel arrangements to Parksville, BC on the east side of Vancouver Island.

Washington

- UP
SIGN
!
FAST
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BC Mission Boat Society

Meeting our 2011 Summer Staff: Jordan & Jessica
Jordan Mayer
 Age - 21
 1st Summer with the BC Mission Boat
Having become familiar with our ministry, through joining Concordia University teams these past two
years, and traveling to Ehattesaht, Jordan was very eager and excited to join us as our new summer
staffer! Jordan brings gifts in sports, faith, music, laughter, and passion for Christ!
“I was born in Peace River, Alberta. I lived on a small acreage just outside of Peace River for the first 19
years of my life before coming to Concordia University in Edmonton, AB. There have been many valuable
experiences that God has lead me through which have shaped me into the person I am today.”

Jessica Pixner
 Age - 21
 2nd Summer with the BC Mission Boat
Returning for her second summer and having coordinated the last two Concordia University mission trips,
Jessica brings gifts in leadership, organization, sports, and a passion for Christ too!
“I’m very excited to be working with a wonderful group of people and to reconnect with those I’ve formed
relationships with both at Our Saviour *Lutheran Church+ and in various communities. I’m even more excited to see how God’s going to use me and teach me this summer. I love reaching out to others and
through another summer of service with the B.C. Mission Boat Society, I hope to continue to do this!”

Meet our Newest Board of Directors: Pastor Scott & Melanie
Pastor Scott Lyons
 Pastoral Advisor, Board of Directors
Pastor Scott Lyons was born and raised in Edmonton, AB. He had the privilege of working with Pastor Bob
Koebernick in organizing the first reading break student mission trip for Concordia students, 9 years ago.
Scott has participated in trips to Ahousat and Klemtu. It was through these trips that he came to realize
the special ministry that God was doing through the BC Mission Boat Society.
Scott’s wife Linnea participated in these trips and they were married in 2005. He completed seminary in
2009 and was placed at Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church in Victoria, BC. Scott and Linnea’s son, Noah,
was born on June 3rd 2010. Scott is very excited to be able to serve as Pastor Advisor and Director in our
ministry and thanks God that he is able to once again be part of this special ministry.

Melanie Kuhn
 Board of Directors
Melanie Kuhn was born in Illinois and was baptized, confirmed and married at Concordia Lutheran Church
in Cottage Hills, IL. She attended college at St. Paul's College, Concordia, Missouri and was trained as a
Youth Staffer. She has worked with various churches as a youth worker or parish worker for the past 30
years. She has had the privilege of helping to plan 3 district youth gatherings, serviced on the ABC District
Board of Directors for 2 terms, served one term as Chairperson for the ABC District Department of Parish
and School Services, and is presently a member of the ABC District Department of Outreach. She has appreciated the opportunity to work with the BC Mission Boat Society for several years visiting 2 of the communities we support.
Melanie has been married to her husband Sid for over 35 years. They have 3 sons who are all married and
have blessed them with 7 grandsons.
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