
“We need more!”  said Elected Chief Frank 
Johnson of the Wuikinuxv people in Rivers 
Inlet, British Columbia, during our afternoon 
conversation in his office.  This was the day 
that I had an appointment to meet with 
Frank, thank him for the hospitality of the 
community, and to share the joy that our 
mission crew had experience that week with 
some adults and all the Wuikinuxv children.  
Now, when Frank made his statement, he 
wasn’t asking for more of our legendary 
mission boat cookies; he was talking about 
time and people to come in and work with 
the children.  We continued to talk and 
wrestle with concerns in the community, 
and I made him a promise that we would 
work on two things with him:  we would 
work on the “more” by spending a greater 
amount of time in the community with the 
physical BC Mission Boat next summer, and 

I would work with him on returning this 
winter to spend another week to work with 
the children and interested adults. 

There is a great desire for us to spend more 
time in many of the communities that we 
work with.  So much so, that at the time of 
this mailing, we will have visited 6 
communities during 3 weeks time to sit and 
listen to the needs of the community.  
When these needs were heard 9 years ago, 
the BCMB was created as a response to the 
needs of that time.   We remain working 
with this same basic element, listening and 
responding, to help us guide and direct the 
communities’ program needs and to open 
up opportunities for us to work together in 
Christian ministry. 

Rivers Inlet is just one example of a 
conversation that we have heard and are 

eagerly responding to.  I can list similar 
situations in Ahousaht and Klemtu, to name 
a few, and some exciting inter-community 
events and retreats that are in the works as 
well that would provide a wide spread 
response to a number of communities in 
specific events. 

Now is my turn to say to you, “We need 
more!”, too.  We are eagerly looking for 
more prayer support, more year round 
volunteers to give of their time and talents, 
more mission crews, and more funding that 
allows us to not only continue what we are 
doing, but would allow us to respond to the 
numerous opportunities that God is lying 
right before us!  So just as I eagerly 
accepted Frank’s request to help their 
children by coming back more often, I ask 
that you would also respond with eagerness 
and joy. 

“We Need More!” — Marcus Huff 

Walnut Grove Lutheran Church Returns to 
Kingcome Village — Jared Cummins 

In July, a team from Walnut Grove 
Lutheran Church of Langley, BC, returned 
to Kingcome for the 4th consecutive year. 
The fact that our team of eight, including 
myself, was composed of people returning 
for at least their second time, enhanced 
our sense of community. Many of the 
children remembered us from previous 
years and were very excited about our 
visit—almost as excited as we were to be 
visiting. 

Much of our focus was on running a 
vacation bible school for the children and 
reaching out to the community. During 
the week anywhere from 10 to 25 
children would gather in the church to 
sing songs, do crafts, and hear about the 
Lord. Through this we established many 
new friends and had an altogether fun 
time. It is always exciting to see kids who 

have never heard about God ask 
questions and be so involved. It was also 
great to see the old church in Kingcome 
be used again to proclaim Jesus’ love. 

We would like to thank everyone who has 
helped us with our mission trip, including 
the members of our church, for their 
prayer and support. Also, we give our 
thanks to the people of Kingcome for their 
hospitality and for welcoming us into their 
homes and hearts once again. Walnut 
Grove Lutheran Church has committed to 
go to Kingcome for 5 years. We can’t wait 
to return to see the growth of the village, 
the children, and the many familiar faces. 
Thank you, again, for everyone’s support. 
We wish you happiness and good health, 
God bless. 
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Last Spring, the BCMBS Board of Directors received a proposal from long-time volunteer and summer 
worker, Rhonda Kelman, in which Rhonda proposed to act as a full-time Outreach Worker with the BC 
Mission Boat Society if she could raise funds to cover her living expenses for twelve months.  Her pro-
posal was accepted by the Board in August, and that same month, she sent out a letter to friends and 
supporters requesting sponsorships and donations.  Rhonda is excited to announce that through monthly 
sponsorships, she has been blessed with enough money to cover her living expenses for a year.  These 
monthly pledges have been supplemented by an offer of housing in a cabin close to Parksville.  “I am just 
so amazed and in awe because it feels like my calling from God has been affirmed by how fast everything 
is falling into place! I would like to thank everyone for all of their encouragement, support, and prayers!” 
says Rhonda of these special blessings she has received.  

 To follow Rhonda’s work with the Mission Boat, visit her newly-created blog at:  
www.rhondakelman.blogspot.com. 

“I am just so 

amazed and in 

awe because it 

feels like my 

calling from 

God has been 

affirmed by how 

fast everything 

is falling into 

place!” - 

Rhonda 

For the 7th year in a row students from 
Concordia University College of Alberta are 
looking forward to spending their Reading 
Week out on the BC coast, spreading the 
hope and love of Jesus Christ. Over the 
past 6 years almost 100 Concordia 
students have been given the opportunity 
to share their faith with the coastal 
communities, and many students have 
gone more than once.  These trips, which 
usually last between a week and ten days, 
have been extremely important to all who 
have gone. Students have grown in their 
faith, leadership and confidence.  The 
experience has been instrumental in 
helping students to be able to learn new 

ways to share the gospel message and to 
remind them of how important this 
message is to the people in the 
communities. As the students enter the 
communities, they meet amazing new 
people, renew friendships and fall in love 
with the beauty and unique nature of the 
communities into which they have been 
invited. 

The mere mention of the BC Mission Boat 
invokes wonderful memories from past 
trips and hopeful anticipation for trips to 
come. The time spent in the communities 
has created many stories and experiences 
that students at Concordia long to tell to 

anyone who will listen. This year we will 
once again be sending students for their 
own chance to learn and experience. 
Planning has started, and we are looking 
forward to all the new experiences that 
this year will bring. We have a number of 
people who are interested in taking part in 
the mission trip, and for many this will be 
their first opportunity to experience this 
time of missionary work with the BC 
Mission Boat. We would ask that you pray 
for our preparations, our travels and our 
time in the communities. As God has 
blessed us, we pray that we may also 
spread his blessings to all those whom we 
reach. 

Concordia University Prepares for Annual February Visit—Krysta Earl 

Thanks to a generous donation from Fortress Manufacturing Inc. of Benton Harbor, Michigan, this summer, each mission volunteer was able 
to receive a BC Mission Boat t-shirt.  We have a number of these 100% cotton t-shirts left over, and we are making them available to our 
donors, supporters, volunteers and friends for a suggested donation of $15.00.  Sizes available are L, XL, and XXL.  The shirts are maroon 
with gold lettering.  Contact our office if you’re interested: 250-248-5300 or office@bcmissionboat.org. 

BC Mission Boat staff and Board of Directors would like to extend their hearty thanks to our summer support volunteers.  Our faithful 
cookie bakers out-did themselves this year, and our freezer was practically bursting with cookies at the beginning of July in anticipation of 
the summer boat missions.  Individuals that helped with packing and unpacking the boat, driving crews, hosting mission volunteers, and 
winterizing gear were a blessing to us.  A special thanks to Lucille Reynolds for all her help with grocery shopping and laundry.  We couldn’t 
do this work without all of you! 

“New” Outreach Worker Joins the Crew 

Join the Crew - Wear Our Shirts! 

In Appreciation 



Just before Christmas last year, I sat in my doctor’s office 
wondering what the next few minutes would bring.  When 
he came in, the words he said changed my life immediately.  He 
told me I had cancer, multiple myeloma, a cancer of the bone 
marrow and blood.  It was treatable but not curable, and the 
median lifespan they gave me was 4-5 years.  I was numb.  You 
always wonder how you will react getting that kind of news.  For 
me, it felt almost surreal, like it could not really be happening.  
But it did happen, and my world turned inside out.  Little did I 
know how sick I already was, and by December 26, I ended up in 
the hospital for two  weeks with kidney failure and other 
complications.  I had to have radiation on my spine immediately 
for bone lesions from the cancer, and I started on 
chemotherapy.  In March I had a stem cell transplant.  

Although my world has been irreversibly changed, God has been 
constant.  Through the fear, the pain, the hurt and the 
frustration, I turned to God for help.  I asked him to grant me 
peace and to help me see him and feel his presence.  I started to 
notice how things worked out in the hospital.  I had great 
doctors who took wonderful care of me.  The nurses were kind 
and attentive.  The Island Christian magazine came out while I 
was in the hospital, and my father brought it in to me.  There on 
the front page was an interview I had done with them on the 
work of the Mission Boat, including my picture with a dear little 
friend from a coastal community.  I felt in my heart that God was 
touching me.  My many friends from the Mission Boat family and 
from my home church surrounded me with love through their 
cards, their calls and their emails.  This was God at work through 
them, to help me, by surrounding me with love.  

I have been involved with the Mission Boat for 8 years, since the 
first year we hit the water along the coast.  I was honoured to be 
President of the Board for 6 of those years, and since 2003, I 
worked for the Mission Boat in the capacity of Outreach Worker 
and then Executive Director.  Through these years I have seen 
God at work many times, doing things totally unexpected but 
wonderful.  He has been there through the many times of 
sharing, the prayers, the laughter, the tears, the Kids Camps and 
the fellowship.  Both the boat teams and land teams I have 
travelled with have been times I will never forget, and my winter 
visits each month to communities were such special times, every 
time.  My life has been blessed in so many ways through my 
opportunity to serve him in this ministry.  The people I have met 
on the coast and those that I have worked with as volunteers 
have been a blessing to me; we share a bond that is unique as 
Christ's family.  This gift has meant so much to me these last 
months.  

The stem cell transplant I had was a miracle of modern medicine.  
It is a hard process to go through, like any cancer treatment.  I 
am now in remission, although the cancer is still there.  Multiple 
myeloma is not curable, but the transplant reduces its progress 
for a time.  I have been put on a clinical trial in hopes that it will 
extend the remission.  I am recovering but have been told to 
expect that my strength will not return to its former level.  This is 
hard for me.  Those of you that know me realize that I like to be 

very active, but that is not possible now.  I am grateful that 
things have gone as well as they have, and I am especially 
grateful for the many prayers that have been raised on my 
behalf.  I felt these prayers, literally.  I felt them inside.  They 
gave me strength and a positive outlook when I had a hard time 
mustering it on my own behalf. 

What all of this means 
for the future is that I 
will not be able to 
return to my duties as 
Executive Director.  I 
do have some side 
effects, and the 
clinical trial is 
affecting me as well.  
At some point my 
medical team will 
assess if I am able to 

resume any duties, but that time is not known yet.  Likely, I will 
only be able to work in some part time capacity for limited 
hours, as my energy does not hold up for long periods.  Only God 
knows what his plan for me in the future is, and I trust him.  He 
has walked this path with me each day with his arms around me.  
It is easy to trust God when things are going well; when things 
turn your life upside down is the real test.  Trusting God during 
these times means submitting to his will and following his words.  
God did not make me sick.  He does not do this to his people 
whom he loves.  It is a natural event that occurs to our earthly 
bodies.  God's plan for us extends far beyond our earthly bodies, 
and we have to trust him with the whole picture that only he 
sees.  That is why, especially in the tough times, we need to open 
our eyes to see God and hear him.  It helped me.  

Thank you for your encouragement over the years: your kind 
words, your support and your friendship.  I would love to hear 
from you, I miss the many relationships I had through the 
Mission Boat over the years.  If you would like to stay in touch 
you can write to me through the Mission Boat office or email me 
at: thebenders@shaw.ca.  

May God bless you and may you open your heart to his love for 
you this day and every day, 

 Kathy Bender 

  

Those who have known Kathy personally will recognize in this 
letter her unfailing passion, love and commitment to you, the 
people and ministry associated with the BC Mission Boat, flow-
ing from her openness to God’s love.  We know you join us, and 
her, in sorrow, for this turn in her life. We hope you are com-
forted by her ongoing trust in God, as we are. In this trust in 
God, we had been keeping Kathy’s position open for her. With 
this news, in this same trust, we have now begun to recruit a 
new Executive Director. We do so with deep appreciation for 
Kathy, and the full assurance of hope that we have for her, you, 
and the ministry of the BC Mission Boat, in the hands of our 
truly wonderful captain, Jesus Christ.  
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Trusting God...  a letter from Kathy 
Bender 

A Message From the Board of Directors 



Pastor’s Message… No bad weather? 
It was an astonishing run of blue sky weather. I hadn’t seen anything 
like it since moving to Vancouver Island from Summerland last May. 
Three solid weeks of sunshine, just ended with the start of fall. Our 
first wet, cool summer here had longer term residents complaining, 
and this summer kicked off with June-uary. It all felt very familiar, 
bringing back memories of life on a different island, when I 
graduated from Seminary in Edmonton and was called to serve a 
church in Scotland. We were there for 2 years, and saw less than 10 
days of sunshine. I came to Vancouver Island with my expectations 
shaped much more by my Scottish experience than by the promises 
of sunshine that I heard much less about now that I actually lived 
here. Good thing. 

The recent run of blue sky weather was a wonderful boost. It came 
to me as an unexpected and surprising gift. But sometime before 
that, and before June-uary, a cheerful long term islander gave me a 
good laugh, and a great boost, when she said, “There’s no bad 
weather on the island ….. just bad clothes.” No bad weather. I like 
that. I embraced the idea. It really wasn’t hard for me, as the 
thought that I have bad clothes really wasn’t a surprise to me, or my 
wonderfully patient wife Donna. I hate shopping for clothes, and I 
have no fashion sense. So I embraced the idea … but I didn’t do 
anything about it. I told you, I hate shopping for clothes. It took a 
downpour during a visit to Winnipeg to get me acting on my new 
insight. I couldn’t stand being cooped up inside, so I went out and 
bought a good quality rain jacket. Now I can go for a walk and stay 
dry, inside the jacket and outside! So the recent blue sky weather 
has been wonderful, but the return of the cloud and rain isn’t bad. I 
have good clothes for this weather. 

How about you? Have you got good clothes for all the kinds of 
weather we can get here? And what about that idea that there is no 
bad weather? What about storms that bring death and destruction? 
What about the storms that do not come from the sky, but from life, 
as it happens all around us, and to us? Whether or not it is true to  

say “there is no 
bad weather,” it 
certainly is true to 
say there are bad 
clothes, and I don’t 
just mean in a 
fashion sense. On 
the other hand, 
there are some 
pretty good 
clothes.  

How about trying 
these on for size? 
This clothing is from a wonderful story that Jesus tells to illustrate 
the love of the Creator. When a child who has brought shame to 
himself and his family returns home with the hope of simply being a 
slave in his father’s house, the father tells his servants, “Quick! Bring 
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals 
on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.” (Luke 15:22-24) I sometimes forget about these 
clothes that God has put on me through Christ (Galatians 3:26-29). 
Those are not great times. But when I remember these clothes, 
when I let God’s love and acceptance and forgiveness embrace me …  
the times may not be great, but God remains good.  

So blessings to all of you in Christ, God’s clothing us in good, for 
good. Blessings to you in island communities, blessings to you 
mainlanders too! Blessings to you in God’s great fashion sense. May 
we all have joy in seeking to clothe ourselves, and others, in 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. (Colossians 
3:12)   

- Craig Tufts, fashion challenged Pastoral Advisor and Chairman of 
the Board. 

“Quick! Bring the best 

robe and put it on him. 

Put a ring on his finger 

and sandals on his feet. 

Bring the fattened calf 

and kill it. Let’s have a 

feast and celebrate. For 

this son of mine was dead 

and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.” (Luke 

15:22-24) 

Hi! I have been working with the BC Mission Boat as a volunteer for the last five years and as a summer worker 
over the last three summers. During this time, I have made many friendships with people in various remote 
First Nation communities. I moved last February from Edmonton, AB to Parksville, BC. As of September 1st, I 
am working for the BC Mission Boat as an Outreach Worker for a year. I am also taking courses from Concordia 
University College of Alberta and applying for my Director of Parish Services (DPS) colloquy. I love living out 
here on the coast being surrounded by God`s beautiful creation. I am excited to see what God has in store for 
me during this next year! 

In 2003, my wife, our two teenagers and I traveled with the BC Mission Boat to Bella Bella, Klemtu and Ocean Falls. It was a life changing 
experience. Since that first trip on the boat, I have traveled into Klemtu six more times.  I never cease to be amazed by the warmth and 
compassion of the communities and by the ways God continues to bless our family.  As the newest member of the BC Mission Boat Board 
of Directors, I look forward to being involved in maintaining and growing the vision of bringing God’s love to the 
people along the coast. We have live in Langley, BC and attend church at Zion Lutheran in Surrey, BC.  I am self-
employed and specialize in equipment financing, and I presently serve on two other Boards of Directors in my 
community. In my spare time, my wife and I love to garden, ballroom dance and travel. (Actually my wife loves 
to ballroom dance, and I love coaching high school basketball!).   I would like to send best wishes to all my friends 
in Klemtu and Bella Bella, and look forward to meeting more of you in the future. I want to encourage you to 
consider the BC Mission Boat as an opportunity for your family to grow together in service. You never know how 
or where God is going to stretch you next, and who you might meet when you step out of the boat.  

Meet the Volunteers—Reg Renner, Board of Directors 

Meet the Staff—Rhonda Kelman, Outreach Worker 
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