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As I walked into the office this morning, I was awestruck by the sight of the Canadian hard
maple trees by our entry way. Just a few short months ago, those trees had been cast in a
yellowish brown tint of draught as we struggled with the effects of no rain fall here on
Vancouver Island. But as the seasons neared change, the rains came and a transformation has
taken place. Today they are draped in a rich burgundy redness of Autumn and what a beautiful
sight they are!
It wasn’t just the richness of colour that left me awestruck, but it was the realization that
our ministry has had a similar story to that of the maple tree. It’s been a different kind of year in
many ways and we have weathered some draughts both financially, and in reaching the
communities too. We had been left feeling dried out, but we continued to carefully work with
the limited resources that God gave us and cut back on some of our ministry plans during that
early season. But as the seasons changed our resources were strengthened and new ministry
opportunities began opening up and what a beautiful sight it has been.
The Compass is our semi-annual opportunity to share some of the stories from this past
season in the mission field in a focused collection. In this edition, we have collected and edited a
few of our mission trip recaps to give you a taste of our colorful summer season of ministry. We
have also included an article sharing what is in store for the fall and spring season as well.
As always, this ministry would not be possible without your continued support in so many
ways. Thank you for continuing to dig deep and provide support that allows us to share and be
the instruments of God’s love in the lives of those in coastal BC communities.
In Christ’s love,

Marcus Huff
Executive Director

COVER PHOTO: A group of us taking a final selfie the morning of our departure
from Kyuquot, BC. It was a week full of youth & soccer camp ministry, and evening
programs in the community. Read more about the ministry that took place on page 4 .
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GIVING IT ALL TO GOD
EXPLORING OUR WEEK OF MINISTRY IN
KINGCOME VILLAGE
“

S

BY MARCUS HUFF

o how was your week?!"
It’s a common question that a returning mission team faces with both
excitement and bewilderment. The honest truth is that it's hard to summarize what
God has done in a set period of time and to be honest, most individuals are still
wrestling with this reality.
So we sit and talk. We purposefully set aside time when the team returns, to
help them decompress the ministry discussions, events, joys, challenges,
expectations, questions, and even frustrations that they feel or faced. This week was
no different. What the team from Walnut Grove Lutheran Church continued to
direct their attention back to was the POWER of prayer. They faced some challenges
and would stop and lift those situations up in prayer and trust God's direction. And
do you know what… He responded! Sometimes it was for something simple like a
leaky air mattress but other times it was a concern of potential conflict and they
needed help. But as they told these stories they had smiles on their faces, because
they knew the ending. Every time they returned to how God provided in a unique
way!
They also shared the curiosity of the children and youth when it came to
church:
"Do I have to go?"
"Is it fun?"
"What do you do there and is it forced?"
"Do you play games?"

These are all questions that you
may have asked at one point too but for a
group of young people, whose community
experienced the forced residential
schooling, these questions have depth and
a curiosity.
They saw that there was something
different about these new friends of theirs
when they talked about Jesus and His love
and church, so much so that they wanted
to know more, and for great reasons too!
Thank you for the prayers and
support for the village of Kingcome
(Dzawada'enuxw First Nation) and for the
members of the Walnut Grove Lutheran
Church mission team. Hearts were stirred
and the credit continues to go back to
God.

CONTACT US TO SIGN UP FOR PREAUTHORIZED MONTHLY GIVING via:

WWW.BCMISSIONBOAT.ORG
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MY KYUQUOT
JOURNEY
A REFLECTIVE POEM
BY LINDA VOLZ
It starts with a prayer, “Lord, you know my heart.
Travel and serving You both have a part.”
The Lord is listening and speaks so clear,
“B.C. Mission Boat” is what I hear.
The paperwork is done. God’s plan is exposed;
A team from Tofield to Kyuquot He chose.
We pray all together, “God, be our guide
And bless the community with whom we’ll reside.”
“Welcome home, weary travellers,” to strangers they say.
And soon at our doorstep, we hear, “Come and play!”
We sing and visit; we worship and pray,
And swimming and fishing all make a full day.
Soccer is played at the end of a hike.
Add cookies and acting—kids know what they like!
A taco supper and a ladies’ night out;
And greetings abound as we journey about.
For a week it continues until we are done.
The planning and working all turned into fun.
We told of God’s love, we spoke of His grace,
And saw both reflected in each smiling face.
Thanks be to God who answered our prayers.
He joined hearts in Kyuquot and showed that He cares.
LINDA VOLZ is a mother and wife who has been sharing
God’s love in Kyuquot since 2013.
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IS SOMEONE AT THE DOOR?
OUR WEEK IN KYUQUOT
BY MARCUS HUFF

I

t started with a knock on the door and then another and
another.
The village knew the Christians were there and
the children flooded to our doorstep!
Our week of ministry in Kyuquot had a heavy children's ministry
focus as we led a 5 day soccer camp filled with soccer drills, lessons,
Bible stories, and the much needed water and cookie breaks too!
The kids really clung to the stories and even asked if we could
share longer stories so they could participate in the dramas more, which
we were happy to adapt too.
In addition, new and old relationships were fostered through a
community meal, a ladies spa night & devotion, and evening swims in
the ocean.
But the week was a lot less about what programs we ran than it
was about how we showed God's love during and outside of these
events. We were continually engaged by kids and adults from about
9am - 9pm everyday and sometimes even later. They just seemed to
want to experience what "home life" was like for us and to experience a
different narrative.
We thank God for the ministry that has taken place in this
community in the past and the growing hunger from the younger ones
as they not only hear about God's love, but seek to be embraced by it
and know that a relationship with Christ is something He wants with
them too!

“THE BEST EVER”
OUR WEEK IN EHATTESHAT

BY JESSICA PIXNER

W

hat an awesome week of ministry!” I
shared as friends asked about the
previous week of ministry in Ehattesaht
following service on Sunday morning.
Though the Holy Cross mission team has
joined us in ministry four times before, this
year a common reflection among the team
was how this trip was, different, awesome, or
as returning team member Brian shared, “the
best ever!” As I continued to reflect on our
time there, I found myself agreeing with that
comment more and more, why? Because of
all the wonderful new experiences and
ministry that took place!
It was the sense of welcome, excitement
and yearning for Christian community from
those we met, and that people wanted to
spend time with us in the Bible, in song, and
in prayer together with us. Individuals even
joined us for devotions too where great
discussions happened and we could see God
at work through it.
The difference was also evident in
the unplanned ministry opportunities. It was
in the everyday conversations over a meal,
while swimming at the river, baking a pie,
painting nails or even chatting at the dock
where some of the most exciting ministry
took place!
Our staff member Elizabeth and another
team member had the chance to talk with
some young adults down at the river about
faith and the struggle to find Christian
friends. She shared, “I really felt God working
through the personal relationships and
friendships I was able to form” and it was
very evident to see as this friendship grew
and led to blessing one of them with a new
Bible!
Nicole, a team member unfortunately had
a mid-week injury, but found that it opened
up unique opportunities to share God’s love
and receive it from members of the
community too. She shared, “I felt connected
to God’s love through the community
members when they kept checking to see if
my foot and knee were better.”
These are just a few of the experiences
from the week and we thank God for leading
and guiding them. It really was the best ever!

“

FROM BC TO MICHIGAN...
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VBS SUPPORTERS
BY JESSICA PIXNER

A

s a part of many Vacation Bible School programs, a special mission project is
chosen that the children, volunteers & congregants will support through
their prayers and offerings. This year we were blessed by 14 churches from
British Columbia to Michigan who chose to support our ministry in this very
special way.
Together these congregations provided numerous prayers and over
$6,000 to help us continue to connect people with God’s love in the remote
communities of BC. Thank you all for your amazing support!

JESSICA PIXNER is a STAFFER who has been
sharing God’s love in Ehattesaht since 2010.

WWW.BCMISSIONBOAT.ORG
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LOOKING AHEAD
UPCOMING MINISTRY IN THE FOLLOWING SEASONS

D

id you know that we not only provide year round ministry, we operate on a 3
season model. Some may joke that we are taking the Trinitarian model to far,
but the truth is, here on Vancouver Island and much of the BC coast, we really only
have 3 seasons, Spring, Summer, and Fall. Sure we can get some snow a handful of
times, but nothing like the winters you find east of us. So when we look at our
ministry calendar we try and align it with the seasons.
As we have transitioned from the Summer into the Fall, so has our ministry.
Our mission trips look a little different in this season, as staff predominately make the
journeys and invite guests to join them for specific ministry purposes and needs that
the communities have communicated. Fall can present us with some of the rainiest
and grey months of the year so our time of sharing Christ’s love and joy in tangible
ways in the communities is vital. We spend a large portion of our time visiting with
people in their homes and specific one on one ministry and study.
We look forward to the opportunities we will have in Klemtu and Ehattesaht
this fall. As we seek to provide long term ministry with short term resources, we will
be building upon the ministry of the summer teams and other ministries that we
work alongside for the proclamation of the gospel. Please pray for these purposeful
ministry times, God’s leading and guidance with our teaching, and for strength to be
His hands and feet with the love and grace that is needed.

SUPPORT US IN PRAYER: Help support the ministry of the BC Mission Boat Society
through prayer! We send out monthly prayer emails at the beginning of every month
with community, staff, and ministry needs. If you would like to be part of our prayer
community, click HERE or contact us!

UPCOMING...
October 10-17 // KLEMTU
We are returning to Klemtu! Please pray
for Marcus & guest as they return to
celebrate Thanksgiving and share God’s
love.

November 9-12 // CLBI
Marcus will be a guest presenter while
working with the students of the Canadian
Lutheran Bible Institute, for a one week
session as they build a Biblical and social
response to their missional experiences
from the previous week.

November 25-30 // EHATTESAHT
At the end of the month, Jessica & guest
will be returning to Ehattesaht to share
God’s love and build upon the summer
ministry that took place in June & August.

IN THE WORKS…
We are currently working with a handful of
interested teams and schools for spring and
summer 2016.
Contact us for more
information or to learn how you can join us
in sharing God’s love to remote coastal BC
communities!

795 ISLAND HWY W, PARKSVILLE, BC V9P 1B9  250-248-5300  1-877-303-2323  INFO@BCMISSIONBOAT.ORG  WWW.BCMISSIONBOAT.ORG

