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Quotes from Concordia

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY RETURNS FOR A 6TH YEAR

During February, the BC Mission Boat Society was joined by 18 students from
Concordia University College in Edmonton, Alberta. This was the sixth year that Concordia
“I really enjoyed soccer. They
saw us when we first got there has sent a group for a week long mission trip with us. Marcus, Josh, and Julia Paterson (a
and insisted we play soccer
member of our board) joined and guided the mission teams into Kingcome, Klemtu, and
every night before they even
Bella Bella.
knew our names.”
-Mike Montague

“This was my first mission
trip…and I was super excited
to get out there and serve. But
God taught our team a lot
about the value of time … and
how he brought us there for a
reason, whether he chose to
reveal it to us or not.”
-Kaitlyn Roller
“Going into Klemtu for the
second time was amazing. I
was able to see so many
people who had continued
and grown in their faith... It
was an amazing opportunity.”
-Krysta Earl
“It was really great to see
everyone from Klemtu again
and to encourage them in
their faith as well as be
encouraged. It felt like
coming home because the
community is always so
welcoming…”
- Janelle Versteeg

It was a blessing for us here at the Mission Boat to see 18 university students come
together during their reading week for one common goal, to show and share the love of
Jesus Christ. We were truly able to see God working through the group. We could see His
hand in the formation of each team: how He was able to take many different gifts and form
three strong teams for each different community.

Each community has a uniqueness to it that created a different experience for each of
the three teams, though all were able to see the hand of God outstretched and His love
pouring into the communities. Throughout the week, each team had the opportunity to
serve in a variety of different ways. These ministry areas included at least four days of Kid’s
Club in each community, Men’s Bible Study, Women’s Devotion and Craft, Potlucks,
Worship Services, Fellowship, and countless home visits.
Weeks like this not only provide an opportunity for spiritual growth for members of
each community, but also for the Concordia group and the Mission Boat staff. While days
can be long, year after year, team members return from the Mission field eager to continue
serving God in any way that they can.

New email address! The BCMBS has a new email address:
office@bcmissionboat.org. Kindly update your address books.
Update on Kathy Bender: Kathy, Executive Director and Outreach Worker with the
BCMBS, and dear friend to many, is currently fighting a battle with cancer. For the next
several months, while she focuses on her treatment and recovery, she will be on leave
from her work with us. Kathy has shared: “I know that God is walking this journey with
me, I feel His love and His peace and know that your prayers are helping me in this. I would
ask that you pray for me to continue to feel His presence, that His healing hand guide the
doctors and my treatments and that you pray for my family.”
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A Message from Josh

Winter Mission Trips Update

Well, here I am. At the writing of this I have been here for
almost eight months, and I’m on the final stretch of my
internship with the BC Mission Boat Society. I am not
actually done here until the end of July, but there will not
be another edition of The Compass going out between
now and then. It has been a great year full of struggles
and personal triumphs. I have learned more about myself
and ministry than I had ever thought possible in a year.

The Mission Boat had an exciting few months to end the
year. At the end of November Josh went to Kingcome
with Lynn Gergens and Doreen Henczel from Walnut
Grove Lutheran Church in Langley, BC. During this trip we
were able to minister to a hurting community that had
lost many members in the previous few months. It was a
humbling experience for all of us, and we feel as though
we made a real impact: we saw God’s healing hand in the
lives of the people in the community.

When my time here in B.C.
ends I will be going home to
spend a few weeks with my
family in the Dallas, Texas
area before heading back up
to Concordia in Saint Paul, MN
to finish up my school work. I
have one year left at
Concordia before I graduate
as a certified Director of
Christian Outreach. I’m not
sure yet what my future
beyond school holds, but I am
trusting God will show me and
use me in great ways.
As I reflect over this last year, I look at the connections
that I have made with people as one of my paramount
accomplishments. Being 2,000 miles away from family
and friends, I have come to realize that the people we
meet along the way are not just our friends; they’re
family members, brothers and sisters in Christ. I have
made so many connections with the people here along
the coast. I will forever value this year and will not forget
those people who I have learned to love and trust.
I would like to thank everyone who made this year
possible for me. The people who helped fund and cover
some of the expenses for me to come up here, my
supervisors for their guidance, my professors at
Concordia University in Saint Paul for their
encouragement, and to all the people who have been
praying for me throughout the year. It hasn’t always been
an easy ride, but looking back, I can see God’s hand in
challenging me and the encouragement that I have
received from so many people. I would also like to thank
the people in the communities, especially Klemtu for
opening your homes and your lives to me: you’ve become
my family this year, and I will definitely miss each and
every one of you. You will always hold a special place in
my heart. This really is my home away from home.

Josh also travelled to Klemtu in December and was joined
halfway through his trip by Marcus Huff. This was a trip
full of ministry activities that ranged from a Blue
Christmas service to a Men’s Bible Study, to helping out in
various aspects in the school. It was also a great chance to
rekindle old friendships for both Josh and Marcus.

A Visit from Bella Bella
Peter Stewart, a friend from Bella Bella, a devoted
Christian man and mentor of our volunteers, blessed the
Mission Boat family in Parksville with his visit in January.
Peter talked about the impact the Mission Boat has had
on himself, his people, and the volunteers that came on
the boat. His stories of encouragement and relationship
building were powerful. He sang his “Amen” song – a gift
to each of us. His visit strengthens us and challenges us to
continue to offer the Mission Boat to people from every
walk of life as an amazing way of interacting, learning and
growing with our First Nations' brothers and sisters. We
hope and trust that we can host more friends from the
communities we visit to come and share with us in 'our
Parksville church and community'.

Coffee is on in Parksville! If you are coming down island to the
Parksville area, that is where you’ll find our Mission Boat office
and friends. Stop in and share a visit over coffee or lunch.
We’d love it! Call ahead to our office 250-248-5300.

If your Community has a special request or would like a team to visit you for up to a week (either in the winter or summer), please
contact us so we can learn more about how we can assist in making this happen. You can reach us at 250-248-5300 or by email:
office@bcmissionboat.com

Our Mission
“To show and share the love of Jesus Christ through relationship ministry in Coastal B.C.”

SUMMER 2008: LAND AND BOAT MISSIONS
2008 Land Missions

CO
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Klemtu

May 23 - 27
May 23 - 27
July 7 - 11
July 12 - 19
July 14 - 18
August 3 - 9
August 10 - 18
August 11 - 16

Kingcome
Klemtu
Bella Bella
Kingcome
Ahousat
Bella Bella
Kyuquot
Gold River

BC

Bella Bella
Rivers Inlet
Alert Bay

Kingcome
Inlet
Port
Hardy

Gilford
Port
McNeill

Zeballos

Kyuquot

Ahousat

Parksville

2008 Boat Missions
July 12 - 19
July 19 - 26
July 26 - Aug. 2
Aug 2 - Aug. 9
August 9 - 16
August 16 - 23

Gilford
Klemtu
Bella Bella
Rivers Inlet
Kingcome
Alert Bay

* Boat schedules are tentative due to changing circumstances and weather conditions.
The boat wll also visit friends & communities along the way, including Port Neville,
Hope Town, Echo Bay, Namu, Bull Harbour, and Sullivan Bay.”

LOOK FOR US! The BC Mission Boat has a maroon flag with our logo flying on the
46 foot T’Yee J. When you see us come visit for coffee, hot chocolate and cookies!
We love to have visitors aboard.

Meet the Staff!

Meet the Board of Directors!

Marcus Huff, St. Joseph, Michigan
– Program Coordinator. It is so
great to be back with the BC
Mission Boat and on the west
coast again! As some of you may
remember, I worked with the
Mission Boat as an intern in 20052006. Following my internship here, I returned to
Concordia University in St. Paul, MN and completed my
Bachelors degree in Christian Outreach with certification as
a Director of Christian Outreach in May 2007. This past
January I was contact by the BC Mission Boat Board of
Directors and asked if I would consider volunteering with
the mission: they were searching for an individual to help
with the day to day work of the organization while Kathy
would be on leave to fight her battle with cancer. With
many prayers and conversations I felt that God was calling
me to return to the amazing work of the BC Mission Boat on
the west coast. I arrived Feb. 13 and have felt positively
overwhelmed with the people and work that God has called
me too. I am excited to see all that God has planned for me
and the BC Mission Boat in the coming year!
Skye Donald, Errington, BC – Office
Communications & Logistics
Coordinator
Hi! I joined the Mission Boat team in
January of this year, and I absolutely
love the work. It is so rewarding to
work in a Christian environment,
surrounded by really fantastic volunteers and co-workers.
To tell you a bit about myself, I live in Errington (just outside
Parksville) with my husband, Randy, and our 10 alpacas. I
am a classical singer and the choir conductor at St.
Stephen’s United Church in Qualicum Beach. I have a
special affinity for coastal BC: my family has been part of
the Lasqueti Island community for sixty years, and I even
worked as a deckhand on a tug boat in middle school.

Shirley Besler, Port Alberni, BC
– Board of Directors & Privacy
Officer
I have been a volunteer on the
BC Mission Boat three times and
traveled into a First Nations
Community twice: once with the
outreach worker, Kathy Bender, and once with a land team.
I have been awed by the beauty of God’s creation,
strengthened in my faith through the fellowship of team
members, and humbled by my visits with the courageous
people who live in the remote places we have visited. I
have been a Director on the Board for the last five years,
and I have seen how God has blessed this ministry. I am
thankful that I have the privilege of being part of
"showing and sharing the love of Christ in Costal BC".
Jeanette Domes, Qualicum
Beach, BC – Board of Directors
I love people! Most important to
me are supportive relationships
and the sharing of faith and life.
I love God's great world of
nature! And I enjoy planning.
This is a good mix for serving
with the BC Mission Boat, as a community visitor, host to
volunteers through my home church at Our Saviour
Lutheran in Parksville, and on the Board of Directors. I
moved with my husband Dave to Vancouver Island as an
"interesting new experience" in 2002, and when we learned
about the Mission Boat, we were inspired to take part right
away. I began work as the office coordinator. I have been
on the Board of Directors for 3 years, working with
communication and promotion. Having been part of 4
community visits, I am inspired by all the people I meet in
this journey, and I know God has a big hand in bringing us
together in friendship and our walk with our Lord.

Privacy Policy
In keeping with the privacy legislation, the B.C. Mission Boat Society has prepared a Privacy Policy in order to inform you of
our practices concerning the collection, use and disclosure of personal information that is provided to us by our donors,
employees and the people we serve. This Policy is available from our Privacy Officer, Shirley Besler @ (250)248-5300, or by
email; office@bcmissionboat.org
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