
Our Bayside Leadership Team and Pastoral Search 

Team are pleased to announce they have selected  

a candidate for our senior pastoral position:           

Pastor Al Soto. 

 

Pastor Al recently preached at Bayside on January 3 
and we are excited to have him back again to preach 
and candidate the next two Sundays:  
 

 NEXT Sunday, May 1 - Al Soto will preach      

followed by a 'Meet and Greet' with Al and his 

wife Valerie after church in the Fireside Room. 

 

 Sunday, May 8th - Al Soto will preach followed 

by a Congregational Meeting and Membership 

Vote to confirm Al as our new senior pastor.  

 

If you have any questions or comments, please  

contact our Leadership Team Chair, Don Callaway 

at 530-417-2145 or doncallaway@comcast.net. 

 

   See the reverse side for a letter from Pastor Al.    

                           Greetings Bayside of Placerville, 
 

I would like to express after much prayer, reflection, and conversation 

with trusted friends and leaders my wonderful wife Valerie and I are 

excited that I am the candidate for lead pastor. Also, in the past few 

months I have come to deeply appreciate the discernment and dili-

gence of your search team.  
 

As a young man at age 17, I felt the calling of God on my life for minis-

try. I have experienced a dynamic journey of having the privileged op-

portunity of being a church planter, pastoral associate and lead pastor 

as well as a denominational supervisor working with pastors and 

churches. 
 

In my 35 years of ministry it has been my passion to lead churches in 

having a positive inter-generational influence and impact in the lives of 

people by serving their communities. I have been actively a part of civ-

ic leadership and also a coach of the community high school football 

programs. I have a focused vision to equip and assist people in the 

local church to discover their individual God-size potential. This is cap-

tured in my life statement which is “Real Success is Helping Others to 

Succeed”.   
 

I have a desire for education due to my grandfather who encouraged 

me to be “the best tool in the master’s hand”. I am a committed life 

long learner who has earned a BA degree in pastoral leadership and 

biblical languages and more recently a MA in leadership and spiritual 

formation. Being a student of theology I have a deep respect and pas-

sion for the bible thus, a desire to equip and help others to be able to 

apply the scriptures to their everyday living.  
 

I am very blessed to have married “way over my pay-grade” to my 

bride Valerie for 34 years. The blessings of our partnership has given 

us five amazing sons and one beautiful grandson. For us, family is a 

way of life. 
 

In closing, I would like to honor your previous pastoral leadership in 

preparing you well. You are a healthy, vibrant, and relational communi-

ty. I would consider it a privilege to carry the baton in equipping and 

serving Bayside Placerville to a fruitful new future.   
 

 On the Journey with you,  

  Pastor Al Soto 

Bayside Pastoral Search Update 

Al & Valerie Soto 


