Great Expectations: Expect Every Member to Be in Sunday School
Bob Wood

Why should every member be in Sunday School?

Sunday School is critical for assimilation.  Consider the following finding from research by Thom Rainer.  "The new Christians who immediately became active in the Sunday School were five times more likely to remain in the church five years later (we did not include those who moved to another community or those who died in the "dropout" category)."
  The exact numbers are in exhibit 2-4: 


Percentage of New Christians Who Remain Active in the Church Five Years Later  



Those active in Sunday School - 83%   




Those active in Worship only - 16%

Your assimilation ratio is Sunday School attendance divided by worship attendance.  The percentage of worship attenders who are also in Sunday School is the percentage of persons truly connected to your congregation.

What can you do to have every member in Sunday School?

1. Relationships.  The primary draw that reaches and keeps persons is friendship.  Help your leaders and members be intentional about (1) personally inviting new person to Sunday School and (2) building friendships with new persons.
2. Balance.  Sunday School is about more than teaching a lesson for an hour on Sunday morning.  Healthy Sunday School classes balance inviting (reaching), discovery (teaching), and connecting (caring).  Classes that personally invite new persons, help persons discover biblical truth, and care for persons will help members connect to others in Sunday School. 
3. Expectations.  Communicate the expectation that every member should be in Sunday School.  Many adults view Sunday School as optional.  As you think about a simple process for making disciples, Sunday School is best your second step.
  What is your an intentional plan to encourage persons to take the next step, to move them from worship attendance only to Sunday School attendance also?
4. Organization.  Have a place for everyone in Sunday School.  Look at who is not attending Sunday School and compare this to your Sunday School organization.  Is there a place for everyone?  What new units do you need to create to reach those who are not attending?  Often is it easier to connect new persons to other new persons in a new class.
5. Quality.  Persons will keep coming to Sunday School if they experience Bible study that is interesting and relevant to their lives.  It doesn’t take spectacular teaching, but it does take decent teaching that actively involves learners in Bible study.  
�Thom S. Rainer, High Expectations: The Remarkable Secret for Keeping People in Your Church, (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1999), 45


� See Thom S. Rainer and Eric Geiger, Simple Church, (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2006).
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