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An email sent to Outreach Director, Denise Hussein  

Thank God It’s A Wonderful Life 

I recently lost my husband and have been mired in a terrible grief. As a Registered Nurse, I am familiar with 
depression, both acute and long term, and I decided I need to take some positive steps to do something 
about it.  I heard a commercial on KVRE radio for Scott Davis’ “Hope and Hilarity” show that Balboa Baptist 
Church was hosting at its new Outreach Center. That sounded like something I could really use so I called 
the church to find out how to go about getting some tickets and they told me to come to the Center and 
check with the lady in the office.  So I came to the Center, but no one was at the office.  I heard voices 
down the hall so I went toward them, and found a room with several people in it. The lady near the door 
asked me to come in and sit, and she would be with me in a moment. 
  

The next thing I knew the gentleman that appeared to be in charge 
asked me to read some lines for him.  Then he asked me to read 
some other lines. Eventually he asked me if there was a particular 
part I wanted to read for.  I told him I really didn’t know what was go-
ing on and that I was trying to purchase some tickets for the comedy 
show!  Everyone laughed, apologized, and then told me I was at the 
auditions for “It’s a Wonderful Life” (my favorite Christmas movie of all 
time). Then I was asked if I wanted to participate in the play.  I apolo-
gized and thanked them, but said that I was struggling with the recent 

death of my husband and I just wasn’t ready to do anything in public yet. I did relate that I had done com-
munity theatre in the past and that maybe at some time in the future after I had recovered from the loss of 
my husband, I would be willing to participate with them on another project.  Both the gentleman and the la-
dy tried to encourage me to join in so I could be around caring people in a Christian environment and have 
something fun to do.  I just couldn’t manage to even think about it, so I got my tickets and went home. 
  
The next morning I was lying in bed and praying the same prayer I have prayed for years, which says 
among other things… “Dear Father, I will suit up and show up today, and it is up to You to send me where 
You need me to go.”  As I laid there a few more minutes thinking about the incident from the day before, it 
finally dawned on me.  God DID send me where He wanted me to go!  I had absolutely no knowledge of the 
play auditions, but ended up at the right place at the right time to try out anyway! So I called the gentleman 
back who had given me his phone number and told him I’d be happy to participate! 
 
Missy Masterson Hale,  RN 

Denise, I just wanted the folks 
at your church to know how 
their efforts to build your new 
Outreach Center was making a 
difference in people's lives. 
Thank you! 
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Celebrating God’s Faithfulness 
November’s theme is “Celebrating God’s Faithfulness.” We will Celebrate God’s 

Faithfulness to answer our prayers by completing “Faith Giving Vision cards” this 

Sunday, Nov. 4 and next Sunday, Nov. 11. We will make these cards with privacy envelopes availa-

ble in all worship services in November. See sample below. 

Then we will Celebrate God’s Faithfulness on Nov. 18 with B.I.G. SUNDAY by Being there, Inviting 

a friend, & Giving an offering. We will celebrate our Grand Total of all Faith Giving Vision cards 

(don’t miss this BIG announcement) and then give our BIG FIRSTFRUITS offering. What a BIG day 

that will be!!! 

Faith Giving Vision: Three key words in our Christian walk with our Lord Jesus: 

First, Faith. Faith is not just believing a truth, but also acting on that truth. It is refusing to be frozen 

by fear, but freed up to believe, trust, and act in obedience to God. 

Second, Giving. Seeds cannot produce fruit unless they are planted. Giving generously to God’s 

work confidently asserts that God will provide because He is Jehovah Jireh. 

Third, Vision. It is a painting of the preferable future. Without vision the people perish for lack of 

something to live toward and expect greatly. Dream big. 

This simple card on which we indicate our goal or estimate of generosity for the next three years to 

“Partners in Purpose: Freedom from Debt” is called a “Faith Giving Vision card.” 

It is not a binding commitment. The card has no place for a signature. It is simply a goal-setting card 

or an estimate of our generosity. It can be changed as God directs in your life circumstances. Many 

will be able to give more than expected, some less. 

The question you need to answer is, “Will I pray about my giving and honestly ask God what He 

wants me to give?” When you get your answer, then you will have to decide if you will do it and 

trust God to provide.  

Praise God for His Faithfulness! Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

PREPARE TO CELEBRATE!  

Pastor Denny 

“Faith Giving Vision card” 

FRONT 

Back 

Pastor Denny Wright 
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Kevin Bright  

 

While attending my first job interview for the associate pastor position, our pastor, Denny Wright, I 

toured the church facilities.  Our last stop was the new Outreach Center, yet to be officially 

dedicated.  My words when I saw the facility were, “This is a game changer!”  Having previously 

served on the staff of four other churches,  I immediately recognized the potential for this new 

facility.  It provided needed Bible study/meeting spaces, and a large multi-use room for 

recreational, worship and fellowship events.  Many churches only dream of having such a facility 

that can be used to address these needs. 

 

I have since witnessed people visiting the facility, participating in educational and recreational 

opportunities and later attending our Sunday services; some eventually joining.  I now play 

pickleball often during my lunch breaks and have the opportunity to interact with visitors and invite 

them to attend our services.  Many, whom I talk with, thank us for opening the facility to everyone 

to use. 

 

As we continue to grow numerically, this new center will continue to provide opportunities to 

engage, reach, and disciple believers.  Yolanda and I are excited about investing in this facility 

dedicated to reaching people for God’s kingdom and glory. 

 

In His Grip, 

Kevin Bright 

“This is a game changer!”   
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“We are thankful for those in the Church who had the vision for the Outreach Center…”  

 David & Betty Vaughn 

Betty and I believe that 

an important step in 

the life of Balboa 

Baptist Church is that 

the Church becomes 

debt free. (More on 

that later) Being new 

members of Balboa 

Baptist Church, we are 

thankful for those in 

the Church who had 

the vision for the 

Outreach Center and 

made financial 

commitments to have 

the Outreach Center 

as a tangible asset 

providing a way to 

reach those that are 

unchurched in Hot 

Springs Village. In 

addition to provide the 

ability for Balboa 

Baptist Church to 

improve the quality 

and quantity of 

programs the Church 

offers.  

We have committed to 

raise our contribution 

to Balboa Baptist 

Church for three years 

in order to help retire 

the debt for the 

Outreach Center. We 

believe in this 

campaign: Partners In 

Purpose-Freedom 

From Debt. Once the 

Outreach Center is 

paid for there are even 

more possibilities for 

enhancing Balboa Baptist 

Church Missions: Local, 

state, national, 

international in bringing 

more people to Christ. We 

pray the members of 

Balboa Baptist Church 

also embrace this 

campaign. Please 

prayerfully consider how 

you can assist in retiring 

the debt for the Outreach 

Center. 

“We have people visiting our Outreach Center from all faith denominations, 
believers, non-believers and everything in-between.”   

It has been approximately eight months since the 

Outreach Center was opened to Pickleball, and 

the response has been overwhelmingly positive 

from our Hot Springs Village community.  We 

have averaged over 30 players a day that come 

to our facility.  During the three months that the 

Outdoor Pickleball Facility was closed for 

renovation we were averaging over 40 players a 

day 4 days a week.  I thought that once the new 

courts were opened that we would have a 

significant drop in our attendance, but that has 

not been the case so far.  

  

The reason for this continued large attendance 

can be attributed to how people who come to our 

facility are treated. We have created a welcoming 

and caring atmosphere and relationships with 

them.  They feel valued.  This has led some of 

them to attend our worship services, and others 

to attend our public outreach programs such as 

concerts, movie nights, etc.  Through these 

events they are exposed to the Gospel. 

 We have people visiting our Outreach Center 

from all faith denominations, believers, non-

believers and everything in-between.  Everyone 

is treated with the same love of Christ and made 

to feel wanted.  I believe this will lead some of 

them to the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 

  

Being associated with this Pickleball Outreach 

Program has given me the opportunity to meet 

and get to know hundreds of new people who 

would not otherwise have come into our church, 

and that has been a blessing to me. 

  

 

 

Richard Lederfine  BBC Pickleball Coordinator 
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“But the Lord has been faithful!”  

 
Dennis & Cyndi Warden 

 
 

Three years ago, Dennis and I prayed about what 

to give to the PIP.  We discussed our financial    

situation, looked at our retirement income, future 

needs, current budget, etc.  We decided each of us 

would pray about it and take separate index cards 

to write down the amount that the Lord impressed 

on us.  Surprisingly, the amounts were almost the 

same!  This gave us a figure we were each com-

fortable with.  We looked at a three-year projection 

and decided we could commit to the three years, 

but then to leave it open as to whether we would 

(or could) participate in the “2
nd

 phase” of PIP.  

During the course of the three years, we have had 

some personal family situations that have required 

sizeable cash outlays on our part.  But the Lord 

has been faithful!  We have not had to put aside 

our PIP commitment.  Dennis has been blessed 

with a talent for good money management through 

the years, and with wise retirement fund planning, 

we are committing to participate in PIP for another 

three years, giving thanks and gratefulness for 

God’s blessings in our lives.  Dennis enjoys being 

a volunteer at the OC and has invited his work-out 

buddies to come and view the center, and some of 

them have even used the game room.  Cyndi     

enjoys meeting the ladies each month for GGG 

and has met some friendly ladies in our village that 

she would not normally be in contact with.  Even 

though she doesn’t volunteer in the OC, she has 

had opportunity to answer some of the ladies’ 

questions about the center.  God has blessed us 

with this wonderful facility – thanks be to God for 

His leading and his provision! 

Jim Raney  

 

We have been very blessed with our addi-

tional choral suite space. We doubled our 

music library space and Got both handbells 

and orchestra practice rooms under one 

handy room. Received added storage space 

for our musical equipment and supplies. Our 

main rehearsal room has almost doubled in 

space allowing transition space for people 

coming in and transitioning from robe 

rooms, restrooms, and rehearsal rooms 

while having space for our sound equip-

ment, piano, keyboard and drums. We have 

68 active members on our choir rolls, We 

have 55 Chairs and the ability to add 10-15 

more chairs as needed. We could not possi-

bly have gotten in our older facility before 

the remodel. Additionally, the lighting and 

AC in every room is now very good. All told 

it is a great blessing to the music ministry to 

have all this additional space. Thank you 

fellow church members for assisting in P.I.P. 

to have made all this possible for now and 

the future.  

What can we 

expect? 
“Spiritual Preparation”  

• Nov. 4  

“Reaping the Harvest” 

Sunday - complete Faith 

Giving Vision cards    

• Nov. 11 “Ingathering 

Sunday” - Outstanding 

cards received          

•   Nov. 18    Celebration 

Sunday - Giving “FirstFruits” 

Offering     
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MISSION OUTREACH          

TO HSV 
“For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value 

for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the 

life to come.”    1 Timothy 4:8 NIV  

 

 Upcoming BIG Sunday    

Nov. 18    

Celebration Sunday - Giving 

“FirstFruits” Offering 

e there   

nvite someone 

ive an offering 

Pray earnestly with - - 

• An open mind  to seek His 

will 

• A willing heart  to listen 

and obey 

• A generous and sacrificial 

spirit 

Pray specifically for -  - 

• Guidance  in how much to 

give 

• Faith  to be obedient to 

God’s leading 

• Strength  to persevere in 

your commitment  

Invite your neighbors & friends to the Outreach Center for 

weekly activities or special events. Pick up your copy at the OC 

or the Welcome Centers. 

 


