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The Joy of the Lord is my Strength!  That is my theme song 
for the Outreach Center.  Whanda Swihart 

The Joy of the Lord is 
my Strength!   

It is a happy place, a place 

of smiles, a place where 

God blesses people.  When 

folks come in, we, the 

volunteers, greet them with 

a smile.  Those who come 

are smiling because they 

are anticipating what they 

came to play, what they 

came to see, what they 

came to hear.  When they 

leave they are smiling 

because of what they have 

experienced.  If they came 

to play pickle ball we hear, “I 

am so tired, but I had such a 

good time.”  If they came for 

a concert, a movie,  a fun 

night, or to 'hang out' with 

friends, we hear, “It was 

such a blessing.  We will be 

back!”  And they do come 

back, again and again, 

because they know they will 

be in a Christian atmosphere, 

they will be welcome, they will 

be safe, they will be blessed 

and the joy of the Lord will be 

theirs.  And the joy of the Lord 

is ours because He has 

enabled us with the resources 

to give to help make it all 

possible.  It would be a 

challenge to come up with a 

place to make a better 

investment of our time and our 

money than the Outreach 

Center.  I urge you to join us 

in making this investment for 

joy for eternity.    

What can we 

expect? 
“Spiritual Preparation”  

•  Oct. 1 - 9  Prayer Visits in 

Homes to deliver Prayer 

Tents  

• Oct. 7 & 14  Sermons on 

Prayer  

• Oct.  21 & 28  Sermons on 

Generosity  

•  Oct.  7 - 28  Intense 

Communications 

• Nov. 4  

“Reaping the Harvest” 

Sunday - complete Faith 

Giving Vision cards    

• Nov. 11 “Ingathering 

Sunday” - Outstanding 

cards received          

•   Nov. 18    Celebration 

Sunday - Giving “FirstFruits” 

Offering     
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“Do not pray for easy lives.  Pray to be stronger men!  

Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers.   

Pray for powers equal to your tasks.” 

Pastor’s Note 

For forty years I have asked God for a growing 

church. Now He has allowed me and you to be part 

of one! The majority of churches in Arkansas are 

plateaued or declining. Thank-you Father in heaven 

for this answered prayer! 

 

But the challenges of a growing church keep coming 

in rapid fire!  This experience has debunked one of 

my false assumptions: pastoring a growing church 

will be easy. Wrong! 

 

In facing these “challenging opportunities” I’ve 

complained to God a little. So God hit me right 

between the eyes the other day with this quote by 

Phillip Brooks: 

 

“Do not pray for easy lives.  Pray to be stronger men!  

Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers.   

Pray for powers equal to your tasks.” 

So I’ve changed my praying from 

complaining to asking for more strength and 

power to accomplish the tasks set before us.  

 

Will you join me? Will you also PRAY for 

God to give YOU more strength and more 

power to complete the task before us, rather 

than asking for a smaller task or an easier 

life? 

 

Let’s keep going God-ward. Jesus promised 

a yoke that is easy and light because a yoke 

is what enables two to work as one. What 

better person to be yoked with than Jesus!? 

Pray, please pray, that our Father will give 

you and me personal goals for giving over-

and-above our regular giving for the next 

three years based on His REVELATION, not 

our REASON. 

 

Partners in Purpose,  

Keep Moving God-ward! 

Partners In Purpose Directions Team 

Campaign Director: David & Tara Clearman, Communications Director: David & Betty 

Vaughn,  Spiritual Focus Director: Bob & Jody Moore, Leadership Encouragement Director: 

Terence & Christine Lucey, Advance Director: Ben & Debbie Carpenter, Celebration Service 

Director: Dennis & Cyndi Warden, Office Support Director: Donna Marshall 
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David & Tara Clearman 

We joined Balboa shortly after the PIP campaign 

began in 2015. One of the first things we did 

was to go back and look at the newsletters and 

brochures from three years ago. The 

excitement, anticipation and expectation of our 

new OC were truly amazing. Additional space 

for Sunday School classes, churchwide 

fellowships, youth, Awana and VBS 

opportunities were mentioned by many of our 

church family members. Now, here we are three 

years later and what was expected became a 

reality. 

We  have been privileged through the years to 

be a part of "Together We Build" and 

"Remember, Refresh, Renew" campaigns. We 

have seen how generous church families made 

those campaigns successful so that God's will 

might be accomplished. 

Tara and I have enjoyed our OC many times 

during the past nine months. Meeting new 

friends while playing pickleball, fellowshipping 

with friends at movie and games night, however 

some of our most special times have been with 

our seven grandchildren. They love the game 

room, playing putt-putt and basketball. These 

are memories for a lifetime!!! Our OC will 

continue to provide numerous opportunities to 

touch people's lives that need the Lord. 

After much prayer and discussion, Tara and I 

believe God has lead us to increase our 

commitment for our new campaign. We hope 

that you would pray and ask God what He wants 

you to do in supporting this campaign. 

“These are memories for a 

lifetime!!!”  

“We have met people from 

the community that are not 

members of Balboa…” 

Ben & Debbie Carpenter 

Like most everyone moving to a new place and 

looking for a church home, we visited different 

churches.  We were encouraged by our good 

friends Doyle and Louise Williams to consider 

Balboa Baptist. Doyle was my 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade 

football coach and 8
th
 grade basketball coach 

and was a big influence in my life during my 

early years.  We visited Balboa and found the 

members there were very friendly and willing to 

help us in any way they could.  After visiting 

other churches as well as Balboa a couple more 

times we knew that Balboa was where we 

should be.  This was confirmed when I (Ben) 

was playing golf one day.  I was scheduled to 

play alone and at the last minute was paired with 

Brother Denny for an enjoyable day.  We visited 

with him the following week and expressed our 

desire to join Balboa.  We have been blessed in 

many ways since joining.  We have both had the 

opportunity to participate on multiple committees 

and volunteer at the OC.  We have enjoyed the 

many activities and programs presented at the 

OC.  We have met people from the community 

that are not members of Balboa but have been 

led to attend services at Balboa thru those 

activities held in the OC. 

We have many close friends at Balboa that we 

participate in daily activities with, both at Balboa 

and outside the church.  We thank God every 

day for allowing us to live in this great place, for 

being in Balboa Baptist and having a group of 

Christian friends to spend our time with.  
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Darlene Phillips, Director, BWM 

From the Balboa Women's Ministry perspective, our new 

Outreach Center has proven to be a wonderful way to inform 

Villagers who attend OC activities about women's events along 

with a convenient way to purchase tickets at the OC office. For 

our monthly Girls, Games & Goodies day, it allows ALL 

attendees to meet in one room instead of being sent to several classrooms 

because the Fellowship Hall could not handle the large number of ladies who 

attended. This encourages a strong feeling of unity! As Director of BWM the OC 

has been a blessing since we can provide additional seating for events like our 

annual Christmas Luncheon.  

I am so thankful to belong to the family of believers at Balboa Baptist Church 

whose heart's desire is to reach our community for Christ and prove it by giving 

generously and sacrificially to achieve that goal.   Blessed beyond measure!  

Bob Moore 

I have been asked my thoughts on the impact 

and contributions our outreach center has had on 

our church and community since its recent open-

ing, and why it is important to eliminate our re-

maining debt on the building as quickly as possi-

ble. No church likes to be in debt and no one 

likes to talk about money when it comes to 

church business, however, it is sometimes neces-

sary when you see unmet needs and the church 

searches for better ways to serve the community 

and reach out to the unchurched.  

Our church mission statement says in part that 

“every church must be on mission to bring all 

people to the saving grace of Jesus Christ”. In 

today’s modern society, effective evangelism is 

all about building relationships with lost people. 

Dr. Rick Warren, author of the Purpose Driven 

Church, writes that “anybody can be won to 

Christ if you discover the key to his or her heart…

the most likely place to start is with the persons 

felt needs.” 

Over the past two years as construction of our 

outreach center was completed and the facility 

open to the community, I believe the facility 

supported by the hundreds of church volun-

teers working there, has contributed signifi-

cantly to our ability to build relationships and 

meet many villagers felt needs. This is demon-

strated by the thousands of villagers who have 

visited our church and outreach center since 

opening, and by our positive membership 

growth in 2018. What a blessing. 

Like I said before, no one likes to talk about 

money when it comes to church business, but 

as we begin phase II of our Partners in Pur-

pose “Freedom from Debt” campaign this Oc-

tober, I encourage all members to prayerfully 

seek God’s guidance and decide what you can 

do to help support reducing the debt on our 

outreach center which enables our volunteers 

to reach so many for Christ.  

“In today’s modern society,        

effective evangelism is all about 

building relationships with lost 

people.”  
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Upcoming BIG Sunday  -  Nov. 18    

Celebration Sunday - Giving “FirstFruits” 

Offering 

e there   

nvite someone 

ive an offering 

Pray for God’s glory to be manifested  

• In the structure  of our church 

• In the spirit  of our church  

Pray for the people in our church -  - 

• In determining an amount  to give 

• In continuing in obedience 

Pray for the church leaders - - 

• For guidance  in decision making 

• For unity  in decision making 

• For support  from the congregation 

in decision making 

Invite your neighbors & friends to the Outreach 

Center for weekly activities or special events. Pick 

up your copy at the OC or the Welcome Centers. 

Thank You  
to our Pip newsletters contributors. 

Sitting from left: Cyndi Warden, Darlene Phillips, Debbie Carpenter, David Clearman, Pastor Denny Wright,  Jody 

Moore,  Whanda Swihart. Standing from left: Dennis Warden, Ben Carpenter, Bob Moore, Bruce Swihart &     

Pastor Kevin Bright. 


