
Our mission

is to invite all

people to celebrate

God’s presence, grow 

in God’s grace, and 

serve God’s

People.

MASTHEAD IMAGE

It’s the time of year when 
most areas of the northern 
hemisphere prepare to shed 
leaves in anticipation of 
next spring’s flourish of new 
life. The turning of leaves in 
autumn never fails to strike 
a sense of awe for the beau-
ty of nature’s phases and is 
an apropros metaphor of 
the inevitability and impor-
tance of change. Be sure to 
download the PDF version 
of this and every LINK at our 
website, alcrpv.org. Those 
documents are in full color.

If you have a panoramic 
scene of interest you’d like 
to submit for consideration 
as a LINK masthead, send it 
to DSnow@alcrpv.org. 

OCTOBER, 2015

It has been said that the only one who 
likes change is a baby with a soiled 

diaper.
 However, change is one of the con-
stants in our lives. The weather changes. 
There are changes in our health. Friends 
change as we move, get married, get 
divorced, or as our children choose 
different activities and interests.
 We usually like it when change 
involves bringing something or someone into our life 
where our enjoyment and happiness increases. But, 
when change involves losing someone or something, we 
really don’t like it at all. 
 When Job experiences a few bad things that come his 
way, his wife is convinced that he is cursed by God and 
encourages Job to “Curse God and die.” Job’s response 
invaluable to those of us who live lives that are changing:
 “But he said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman 

would speak. Shall we receive the good at the hand of 
God, and not receive the bad?”  - Job 2:10

 Elsewhere in the Bible, Paul encourages us with the 
following advice:
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. - 

Philippians 4:4
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 
And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

Pastor’s Message

knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and 
endurance produces char-
acter, and character pro-

duces hope, and hope does 
not disappoint us, because 
God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us. - Romans 5:1-5

 Paul not only tells us to rejoice always, but he tells us 
that painful changes can be good for us! Painful changes 
can help hope to grow in our lives as we allow God to 
lead and guide us through our lives.
 As we move through this transition from me to an-
other pastor for Ascension, it is ok if parts of it are painful 
and awkward. This will allow the faith in each of us to 
grow and mature as our Heavenly Father pours His love 
into our hearts.
 It won’t always be easy or comfortable, but our 
Heavenly Father promises to give us the gifts of endur-
ance, character and hope as we continue to live within 
the Kingdom of God. As long as we remain within the 
Kingdom of God, we will be perfectly safe—no matter 
how uncomfortable life’s changes make us feel.
 Under Grace,

 Pastor Steve

Christmas Gifts and Hats for Bisti’s Navajo Children
Have you seen the Bisti Navajo Chil-
dren’s Display in the Fellowship Hall? 
Please stop by and, if possible, take 
an envelope and give a donation for 
these needy little kids. We hope to get 
them all a Christmas gift from the Dol-
lar Tree. If we give a little, we will reach 
all of the kids. Also,thank you to Jill 
Grabert who is knitting hats for these 
kids, along with others at LCGS. And a 
surprise to be announced is that Linda Landhuis is do-
nating her precious collection of over 100 Beanie Babies 

for these children. Plus she donated 
a new Bible for Joe Tree of the Bisti 
reservation. He is a 14-year-old new 
believer and has alcoholic parents. 
He hung out with our kids when they 
were in Bisti this summer. Make checks 
out to Ascension Lutheran Church with 
“Bisti Gifts” in the memo line to receive 
credit for the donation. 
 This project is being coordinated 

by Deanna Yu (310-377-5384) and sponsored by your 
Ascension Caring Through Prayer team members.
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Financial 
Summary

August Year-to-Date

Actual Budgeted Actual Budgeted

Weekly Offerings $28,965 $41,700 $261,845 $293,600

+ Other Income $12,244 $9,170 $45,657 $41,860

= Total Income $41,209 $50,870 $307,502 $335,460

- Expenses $46,309 $44,841 $345,984 $332,687

= Net Income -$5,100 $6,029 -$38,482 $2,773

Mortgage Balance = $56,468

August Treasurer’s Report

2015 Holiday Food Drive

by Betsy Anderson

Benevolence Committee

D
“There are people in the world so 
hungry, that God cannot appear 

to them except in the form of 
bread.” – Mahatma Gandhi

D
Last year, you really opened 

your hearts and donated a 
wonderful quantity of food and 
money to help feed the hungry in 
our community. There is still a tre-
mendous need and we are asking 
you to help out again this year.
 In the front of the church, the 
“pantry shelves” will be back in 
place and our goal this Thanks-
giving season is to stack these shelves to overflowing 
with food for people in need. We only have four weeks, 
so run, don’t walk, to your local grocery store. You may 
use the convenient list of requested items below, or look 
for inserts in your weekly bulletin. 
 As an alternative, I would love to shop for you if that 
would be easier. We are collecting cash/check/online do-
nations, and for each $25 that is donated, we will attach 
an orange pumpkin to the pantry shelves. We are setting 
a goal of $1,500 (that’s 60 pumpkins), so please help out 
to the extent you are able.
 This year, food donations will be split between Harbor 
Interfaith Shelter and Lutheran Social Services.  Food will 
be collected from Saturday, October 24th through Sun-

day, November 15th and can be 
placed on the shelves at the front 
of the church at any time. You can 
also leave the food at the base 
of the shelves and it will be put 
away for you. Feel free to bring 
as many bags as you can and you 
can drop them off any day of the 
week. 
 This food drive not only 
benefits the seemingly endless 
line of people waiting at the 
shelters, but it also is a great 
experience for the members of 
Ascension. To watch members 
shopping, sorting and deliver-
ing food together builds and 
strengthens relationships within 

the congregation.  What an awesome ministry! ■

2015 Holiday Food Drive

"For I was hungry, and you fed me."

Boxed/
Bagged:

 ❏ Stuffing/
Dressing

 ❏ Mashed 
Potatoes

 ❏ Pasta

 ❏ Rice

 ❏ Beans

 ❏ Fried 
Onions

 ❏ Bread Mix

 ❏ Cornbread 
Mix

 ❏ Muffin Mix 
(blueberry 
/pumpkin)

 ❏ Cake Mix

 ❏ Frosting

 ❏ Mac & 
Cheese

 ❏ Cereal

Canned:

 ❏ Corn

 ❏ Beans

 ❏ Yams

 ❏ Sweet 
Potatoes

 ❏ Pumpkin

 ❏ Fruit

 ❏ Cranberry 
Sauce

 ❏ Gravy

 ❏ Soups

 ❏ Chicken 
Broth

 ❏ Ham/Spam

 ❏ Corned 
Beef Hash

 ❏ Tuna

 ❏ Baby Food

 ❏ Peanut 
Butter

Through Nov. 15, we are seeking non-perishable food and cash donations 
for local charities, Harbor Interfaith Shelter and Lutheran Social Services. 
Look for the orange pumpkins posted in the corner of the Sanctuary. 
Each represents a $25 donation toward our goal of $1,500.

Also accepting grocery gift cards.  Dairy, bakery, produce, frozen  
or other perishables cannot be accepted. No glass containers, please.

Ascension Lutheran Church
26231 Silver Spur Road  •  Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275  •  Phone 310-373-0454  •  FAX 310-373-2615

Web: www.alcrpv.org  •  Email: office@alcrpv.org  •  Facebook: Ascension Lutheran RPV

Last year's Holiday Food Drive was a 
resounding success. Let's do it again!



October 16
12:30 pm

Maintaining 
a Healthy 

Brain
Khryste Langlais, a 
health educator from 
Torrance Memorial 
Medical Center, will join 
us this month to speak on 
“Maintaining a Healthy 
Brain.” She’ll explain 
ways we can keep our 
brains healthy; help us 
understand the difference 
between normal brain 
aging vs. dementia; and 
describe ways to help 
prevent Alzheimer’s. $10 
admission. Please sign up 
by Sunday, October 11, on 
the sheet posted in the 
Social Hall. Owls events 
are open to all, so please 

join us!

On September 11 and 
12, we had a number of 
women from Ascension 
attend the Women of 
Faith Conference in 
Anaheim. Coordinating 
the promotion, sales and 
transportation for such 
an event is no small task. 
Thank you Renda Lee 
Calacino and Beverly 
Clower for organizing our 
Women of Faith!

Worship and Music News Et Cetera

by Faye Schwartz

Director of Worship and Music

The story is told of a group of 
people attending a church 

music conference. People were 
introducing themselves the first 
night, and one woman was asked 
if she was the director of her choir. 
“Oh heavens, no!” she replied. “Is 
your director here, then?” was the 
next question. “Oh, yes,” she said. “You see, God directs 
our choir. I just select the music and conduct the re-
hearsals and set the tempos when we sing. But everyone 
understands that God is really our director.”
 This story raises an important question. Who is really 
in charge of our lives? Most of us have many relation-
ships, responsibilities, activities and spheres of influence. 
We have families, friends, and jobs. We belong to clubs 
and churches. Sometimes we have a title that suggests 

that we are “in charge,” that we 
are “the boss.” Sometimes we 
see ourselves as a very lowly 
member of the group, with no 
authority whatsoever. You have 
probably experienced a vari-
ety of leadership styles in the 
different groups in which you 
have participated. How have you 
responded? What kind of leader 
are you? Who is in charge of your 

group? Who is in charge of your life? Let’s remember that 
God is always ready to walk with us, to guide and direct 
our ways in all of our endeavors.

D
In all your ways acknowledge Him,  

and He will direct your paths.  – Proverbs 3:6 
D

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord,  
and he delights in His way. – Psalm 36:23 ■

Who's In Charge,  

                 Anyway ?

Student Scoops

by TJ Spaeth

Director of Student and Family Ministries

 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in 
Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together 
with all those everywhere who call on the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours. Grace and peace 
to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

– 1 Corinthinas 1:2-3

This was how Paul addressed the churches in Corinth 
and a message I believe we are called to echo in our 

hearts and our lives. Paul believed that the church was 
simply a unified body of Christ. The church should not be 

defined by the walls it operates behind, but by the love 
that operates within them. It’s that sentiment that has led 
to the formation of Lighthouse, our fresh new student 
gathering held on Wednesday evenings from 6-8. On its 
opening night, 45 students from different church homes 
joined together for an unbelievable night of fun and wor-
ship. These sessions are intended to entertain, encourage 
and engage students from 6th to 12th grade while they 
form lasting bonds with kids from churches other than 
Ascension. Please continue to uplift these students and 
this ministry in your prayers. For any questions or for 
more information, feel free to contact me at TSpaeth@
alcrpv.org or 817-676-2985. ■

A funeral service is being held in a chuch for a woman who has just passed away. At the end of the 
service, the pallbearers carrying the casket accidentally bump into a wall, jarring the casket. They 

hear a faint moan. They open the casket and find that the women is actually alive. She lives for ten more years and 
then dies. A ceremony is again held at the same church and at the end, the pallbearers are again carrying the casket 
out. As they are walking, the husband calls out, "Watch out for the wall!"
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Time-Dated Material
October, 2015

Preschool Pantry
Restock Drive

School’s back in session and ALC’s own Preschool is in 
need of some basics to support our daily operations. 
Look for the collection box in the Social Hall to drop off 
your much-appreciated donations by Oct. 25. Thanks!

EVERYDAY ITEMS:
■ Disinfectant Wipes (Clorox or Lysol)

■ Baby Wipes ■ Tissues
■ Glue Sticks ■ Post-It Notes

■ Paper Towels
■ Gift cards to Ralph’s or Pavilions

PANTRY ITEMS:
(Due to food allergies, ONLY these name brands, please) 

■ Nabisco Graham Crackers, Wheat
Thins, Soda Crackers or Ritz Crackers

■ General Mills Cheerios
■ Kellogg’s Nutri-Grain Bars

■ Pepperidge Farm Goldfish Crackers
■ Canned corn, peaches or pears

■ Pasta ■ Raisins ■ Apple Juice

These items can also be donated throughout the year by bringing them to the 
Preschool office. Cash/check donations are also always graciously accepted.

    the Women of Ascension invite you to

“A British Tea  
 with an American Twist”

Featuring the Pennyroyal Players

Saturday, October 3, 
11:30 am in the Ascension Sanctuary

A Tea Service will follow the program in the Social Hall
Tickets $20 for Ladies • $10 for Little Ladies, 12 and under

Lovely raffle items will be on display.
Raffle tickets can be purchased for $1 each.

All profits to be distributed among the charities of Ascension. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 9:30 am Women’s Morning Bible 
Break (FR)

 8:50 pm One Hit Wonders Softball 
(El Nido Park Field #1)

 11:30 am Women’s Fall Tea (S, SH)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks )

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 12:30 pm GGs Group Meeting (SH)

 7:40 pm Man Up Softball (Wilson 
Park, Field #1)

  6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)

 7:40 pm One Hit Wonders Softball 
(El Nido Park Field #1)

 9:00 am Linked to Christ Bible 
Study (FR)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks )

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 6:30 pm Man Up Softball (Wilson 
Park, Field #1)

 7:00 pm Women’s Evening Bible 
Study (FR)

 8:00 am In Cahoots Men’s 
Breakfast (SH)

  6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 9:30 am Women’s Morning Bible 
Break (FR)

 6:30 pm One Hit Wonders Softball 
(El Nido Park Field #1)

 7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)

 12:30 pm OWLs Luncheon (SH)  5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks )

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 6:30 pm Man Up Softball (Wilson 
Park, Field #1)

Deadline for all November LINK 
newsletter event listings or 

article contributions. Email to 
DSnow@alcrpv.org

  6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 8:50 pm One Hit Wonders Softball 
(El Nido Park Field #1)

 9:00 am Linked to Christ  
Bible Study (FR)

 1:30 pm Ascension Book Club (FR)

 9:30 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks )

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 7:00 pm Women’s Evening Bible 
Study (FR)

 7:40 pm Man Up Softball (Wilson 
Park, Field #1)

 10:00 am Link Folding Team (FR)   6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 6:30 pm One Hit Wonders Softball 
(El Nido Park Field #1)

 7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

October 2015 310-373-0454
alcrpv.org
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FACILITY KEY:
 (S) Sanctuary
 (SH) Social Hall
 (FR) Fireside Room 
 (O) Office
 (K) Kitchen
 (L) The Loft
 (PS) Preschool
 (N) Nursery



  3 / 4 10 / 11 17 / 18 24 / 25

A
ll 

Altar Care Anne Pepys Anne Pepys Anne Pepys Anne Pepys
Pew Team Margaret Lee Joan Weissenstein Beverly Clower Anne Viersen
Counters      Dorothea Bodison Tina Virgil Jim Anderson Mel Kausen

John Stolpestad John Stolpestad Betsy Anderson Marie Kausen
Jackie Wehmeyer

Sat 5:00

Communion Ellen Hearton Linda Herzberg Betsy Anderson Sandy McElroy
Greeter Linda Herzberg Beverly Teresinski Linda Herzberg Beverly Teresinski

Media Ben Snow Kyle McElroy Kyle McElroy Kyle McElroy

Sunday 8:30 

Communion Beverly Clower Shirley Keller Beverly Clower Beth Barnes
Greeter Dwight & Julie Garbe Mel & Marie Kausen Bob & Shirley Keller Marvin & Margaret Lee

Liturgist Pastor Frank Remski Bob Keller Katrine Otsuki Linda Landhuis
Media Toni Maberry Katrine Otsuki Jake Jacobsson Barbara Theroux

Reader Richard Stern Beth Barnes Kay Anderson Barb Telfer
Soundboard Herb Epp Wayne Otsuki Bob Anderson Rick Viersen

Usher TBD Ketih Vint Paul McLellan Bill Thomsen
Vic Gardner Larry Andrews Beverly McLellan Kurt Meyer

Shirley Keller Marvin Lee Joan Weissenstein Rick Viersen

Sunday 10:30 

Communion Mary Falstrom June Kuehn Faye Schwartz Linda Landhuis
Greeter Jackie Wehmeyer Mary Falstrom Laurie Foster Linda Lillejord

Media Lisa Munoz Gary Wissinger Lisa Munoz Gary Wissinger
Soundboard Gary Wissinger Gary Wissinger Lisa Meliota Ed Zalewski

Usher Bret Botzong Jeff Kuehn Jim Anderson Mark & Anne Pepys
Mary Falstrom June Kuehn Betsy Anderson Linda Lillejord

Lisa Meliota

In  Service:  October  2015  
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.”  – 1 Peter 4:10

October Birthdays
 1st Joe Davis, Jacquelyn Starodub

 2nd Alan Luetje, Desiree Solberg

 4th Betsy Anderson, Beverly Clower

 6th Tyler Steere

 7th Marilyn Barclay, Jeffrey Kuehn,  
Tim McElroy

 8th Jackson Celestin, Savannah Green, 
Herman Marsh, Delores Parcell

 9th Nora Potenti

 10th Chuck Dishon

 11th Mary Falstrom, Linda Lillejord,  
Kyle McBride

 12th Donna Russell

 13th Grayson Gilster, Darlene Kurt

 14th David Rogalski

 15th Lynn Johnson

 16th Edwin Brown, Nora Hoeger

 17th Ben Jorgensen

 18th Daniel Colburn

 19th Korey Green, Katie Laetsch

 20th Elaine Dalton, Alexa Rogalski,  
Lillian Scully

 21st Anthony Alvarez

 22nd Michael McBride

 23rd Debbie Tucker

 24th Timothy Jung, Paul McLellan

 25th Chase Pickett, Deborah Tabush

 26th Barbara Theroux

 27th Juanita Davies

 28th David Diaz

 29th Kevin Wheaton

 31st Dorothea Bodison, Anna Botzong, 
Noah Wilkins

Men...Feasting...With Men.
Tuesday
Oct. 13

8 am
Bring your appetites and maybe a friend to enjoy 

great food, conversation and fellowship.
Sign-up sheet is in the social Hall. $10.

Service Opportunity
We are very much in need of Soundboard 
Techs for both Sunday services. We 
promise, it’s not as hard as it looks and it’s 
only a once-a-month commitment. If you 
can push a button and turn a knob, you 
can surely do this job. Please contact Bob Anderson at bobnkay4@
verizon.net or 310-370-1993 for more info.
We can always use volunteers for the duties listed in bold on the 
above chart, as well as many other ongoing tasks that serve the 
church. Contact the church office for more info or to sign up!


