
Our mission

is to invite all

people to celebrate

God’s presence, grow 

in God’s grace, and 

serve God’s

People.

MASTHEAD IMAGE

Shown are the bulk of 
ALC’s young missionaries 
facing the sun setting on 
the New Mexico desert. 
In July, twenty-seven of 
them rode the rails to the 
Navajo Nation in Bisti, NM 
to spread cheer, service and 
the Word. Over a month 
later, spirits are still high 
both home and abroad.

If you have a panoramic 
scene of interest you’d like 
to submit for consideration 
as a LINK masthead, send it 
to DSnow@alcrpv.org. 
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Shhhh!
Whenever my wife, Anne, 

takes our two-year-old 
granddaughter, Summer, to the 
library, they look at each other and 
simultaneously put their fingers to 
their lips saying “shhhh!” to each other. 
Summer knows that she needs to be 
quiet when she goes to the library.
 Anyone who has been a Christian for any length of 
time knows that one of the keys to a rich faith is having a 
quality quiet time of prayer with our heavenly Father. Yet, 
for so many, a regular meaningful quiet time is so elusive. 
 Into the chaos of our daily lives, God continues to 
invite us to come apart with him. Listen to His invitation:

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 

is easy, and my burden is light. – Matthew 11:28-30

Be still and know that I am God. – Psalm 46:10

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want; he makes 
me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still 

waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake. – Psalm 23:1-3

 Celebrate God all day, every day. I mean, revel in him! 
Make it as clear as you can to all you meet that you’re 

Pastor’s Message

on their side, working with them and 
not against them. Help them see that 
the Master is about to arrive. He could 
show up any minute!

Don’t fret or worry. Instead of wor-
rying, pray. Let petitions and praises 

shape your worries into prayers, letting 
God know your concerns. Before you 
know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, 

everything coming together for good, 
will come and settle you down. It’s 

wonderful what happens when Christ 
displaces worry at the center of your 

life. – Philippians 4:4-7 (The Message)

 God really wants to spend time alone with you! Take 
Him at his word, and carve a few minutes out of your 
daily schedule to spend some quiet time with Him. Pick 
a time that works best for you. Find a resource that is 
meaningful to you. One of the devotionals that we have 
in the Social Hall might be a good place to start. Or you 
can just pick a book from the Bible like Psalms or one of 
the Gospels. Then find a quiet, inspirational place that 
works for you. It could be a room, a corner of a Starbucks, 
a corner of McDonalds, a park, your backyard, or even 
your kitchen tatble. 
 May God bless you through your quiet time together.
 Shhhh!

 Pastor Steve

Christmas Gifts and Hats for Bisti’s Navajo Children

Each year, our man TJ leads a group of students on a worthwhile 
mission to our sister church in Bisti, New Mexico. And each 
Christmas, the pastor there and his wife accepts donations to 
give 1,000 Navajo children a gift. They shop for new gifts at the 
Dollar Tree and Wal-Mart as their budget allows. Unfortunately, 

most of the gifts for this coming Christmas are used items. We 
believe that every child deserves a new toy on Christmas—even 
if it’s only a toy from Dollar Tree. So this year, we are inviting you 
to be a part of their gift-giving efforts. Look for the display in 
the Social Hall with information on the church and envelopes 
for your donation. Then drop it in the box provided or in the 
offering plate. Make checks out to Ascension Lutheran Church 
with “Bisti Gifts” in the memo line to receive credit for the 
donation. Also, it gets very cold in the winter in New Mexico. If 
any of you can knit caps for children or teens, we will take all you 
can make. Just leave them in the church office and we’ll pass 
them on. We thank you in advance. If you have any questions, 
call Deanna Yu at 310-377-5384. This project is sponsored by 
your Ascension Caring Through Prayer team members.
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Financial 
Summary

July Year-to-Date

Actual Budgeted Actual Budgeted

Weekly Offerings $36,264 $33,300 $232,879 $251,900

+ Other Income $5,664 $5,535 $33,413 $32,690

= Total Income $41,928 $38,835 $266,292 $284,590

- Expenses $52,551 $48,414 $299,675 $287,846

= Net Income -$10,623 -$9,579 -$33,383 -$3,256

Mortgage Balance = $57,878

July Treasurer’s Report

2015 Benevolence Disbursement 

by Eric Jorgensen

Benevolence Committee

This is the third in 
a series of three 

articles to describe the 
organizations that have 
received Ascension’s 
benevolence gifts during 
2015. The Benevolence 
Committee has deter-
mined the disburse-
ments based on local, national and global needs. This 
article deals with the local needs. $13,000 of our total 
benevolence of $38,000 has been sent to local entities.
The local benevolence has been distributed as follows:

 O Pueblo de Dios: $2,500

 O Lutheran Social Services (Long Beach): $3,000

 O Rainbow Shelter: $2,000

 O Samaritan House: $2,000

 O Harbor Interfaith: $1,000

 O Habitat for Humanity: $2,500

Pueblo de Dios 
Lutheran Church is a 
Christian haven in the 
heart of gangland—
Compton, California. 
This highly-energetic 
community outreach 
provides Christian 
and parochial/trade 
education, as well as meals and health and recreation 
services, under Christian oversight to families working to 
lift themselves out of the cycle of crime and poverty.

Lutheran Social Services is dedicated to helping the 
Long Beach community by providing emergency food, 
clothing, and medical treatment, as well as longer-term 
educational, counseling, and healthcare services. 
Programs include distribution of quilts, blankets, and 
hygiene kits, transportation assistance (to work or class), 
nutrition and healthcare workshops, job placement and 
interview workshops, literacy training, and childcare. 
Rainbow 
Services 
works with 
other domestic 
violence agencies (but inserting a Christian perspective), 
as part of a network that provides shelter and support to 
women and children dealing with family violence. It has 

two shelters: a 30-day emergency shelter called Rainbow 
House and a transitional (up to one year) shelter called 
Villa Paloma. Rainbow Services provides counseling, case 
management, parenting classes, life-skills classes, and 
several children’s programs. Its Children’s Enrichment 
Program is designed to help children recover from family 
violence during a critical stage of development in their 
lives, and to help families stabilize.
Samaritan 
House/
Long Beach 
Rescue 
Mission is a men’s shelter providing meals, showers, 
clothing, case management, limited monetary assistance, 
a one-year faith-based transitional program, free clinics 
providing medical, dental, and general hygiene care, 
outreach centers, counseling and food banks.
Harbor Interfaith Services’ mis-
sion is to empower the homeless 
and working poor to achieve 
self-sufficiency by providing sup-
port services like shelter, transitional housing, food, job 
placement, advocacy, childcare, education and life-skills 
training. In 2013, HIS assisted over 23,000 homeless and 
working poor people by providing the comprehensive 
services they need to lift themselves out of poverty and 
onto the road of self-sufficiency.
Habitat for 
Humanity/
Thrivent 
Builds: 
Thrivent 
Financial 
announced 
that in 2015, through its partnership with Habitat for Hu-
manity, it will fund the construction and rehabilitation of 
121 Habitat for Humanity homes in the U.S. through the 
Thrivent Builds Homes program. These programs assist 
families with limited resources in the construction, repair 
and rehabilitation of affordable housing in communities 
across the United States and abroad. More than 4,000 
homes have been built or repaired with the Thrivent 
Builds programs since 2005. ■

PART 3 

LOCAL

Pueblo de Dios feeds over 60 
families every Thursday.



September 18
12:30 pm

The Sounds 
of Music

Mozart and More in 
the Austrian Alps

Luncheon with  
Presenter, Faye Schwartz
Join us as we kick off a 
new season of OWLs pro-
grams and outings. We’ll 
start with a presentation 
by Faye Schwartz about 
her trip to Austria and the 
Czech Republic last June. 
She’ll share photos and 
stories of her adventures 
as she traveled with a cho-
ral group to Salzburg, Mo-
zart’s birthplace, and oth-
er spectacular locations. 
$10 admission. Please sign 
up by Sunday, September 
13, on the sheet posted in 
the Social Hall, or call the 
church office at 310-373-
0454. Make out your check 
to Ascension Lutheran 
Church and mark it “OWLs 
– September.”
Owls events are open to 
all, so please join us!

Call Committee News

Worship and Music News Et Cetera

by Betsy Anderson

Call Committee Chair

As we enter Fall and many prepare for the start of 
another school year, the Call Committee is hoping 

to be able to recommend a senior pastor to the Church 
Council and the congregation in the near future. Howev-
er, before we get to that point, I would like to ask every-
one to reflect for a moment on what it means to worship 
our incredible God and how much the 
members of Ascension mean to us.
 The past couple of years have been 
a period of significant change. We said 
goodbye to a beloved pastor, changed 
affiliation from the ELCA to LCMC, and 
started a senior pastor search. Each one 
of these events caused us to experience 
difficult times, difficult choices and a 
loss of some of the consistency that we 
have known. But there is one thing that 
has not changed even a fraction of an 
inch. God is still active in our church, active in each one of 
our hearts, and active in our lives. God has always had a 
mission for Ascension and He still has a purpose for every 
one of us. In Matthew 18:20, God says, “For where two or 
three gather in my name, there am I with them.” God is 
with us every moment of every day and He is still expect-
ing our commitment and worship and praise, regardless 
of the change going on at Ascension.

by Faye Schwartz

Director of Worship and Music

CHOIR

 When the Call Committee prayerfully makes its 
recommendation to the Church Council and the con-
gregation, please consider that this recommendation is 
not being made as part of a popularity contest. The Call 
Committee has praised God repeatedly for the extraor-
dinary candidates that He has sent to us. God surprised 
us by sending volunteers from various places in LCMC 
to offer their assistance and advice during this process - 
which we gratefully accepted. And the Call Committee 

has felt God’s hand as we’ve narrowed 
down the search. Whether the pastor 
that is recommended is the one you 
had hoped for or not, we are asking 
that you take some time to see what 
God has provided for us. We come to 
church to worship God and grow in 
our faith and personal relationship 
with Him. Let’s trust what God has in 
store for each of us both individually 
and together as the congregation 
of Ascension. The Call Committee 

is excited as we look forward with hope, prayer and 
expectation to see what God is going to do with all of 
us as He focuses our attention in the direction He has 
planned.
 Thank you all for the support and prayers you have 
sent our way! We are all on a mission together and 
ready to answer God’s call as Samuel did saying, “Speak, 
for your servant is listening.” –1 Samuel 3:10 ■

Ascension Choir
Sings for both services on Sunday, September 13. (War-
mup at 8:00 am that day.) This choir rehearses between 
services each Sunday, and sings for both services on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the month. Occasional 
Saturday morning rehearsals too.

Ascension Ringers
The handbell choir will resume rehearsals on Thursday 
night, Sept. 10 at 7:30 pm. They will ring for the Sunday 
services on Sept. 20. This choir typically rehearses three 
Thursday nights at month, and rings for services on the 
third Sunday of the month.
 The choirs combine to present a Christmas Worship 
Concert on a Sunday morning in December. Then there 
is an evening concert in June to conclude our season. 
New members are always welcomed (and needed) in 
these choirs. No audition necessary—we’ll teach you 
what you need to know. We encourage people who want 
to share their love for the Lord through music. Could that 
be you? Please contact me at 310-377-4402 if you are 
interested or have questions. ■

God has always  
had a mission for 
Ascension and He 

still has a purpose for 
every one of us.

It’s

Time!

Our choirs have been on summer break, but it’s now time 
for us to resume! Here’s our schedule.

W.A. Mozart



5 / 6 12 / 13 19 / 20 26 / 27

A
ll 

Altar Care Karen Murray Karen Murray Karen Murray Karen Murray
Pew Team Margaret Lee Joan Weissenstein Julie Garbe Anne Viersen
Counters      Dorothea Bodison Tina Virgil Jim Anderson Mel Kausen

John Stolpestad John Stolpestad Betsy Anderson Marie Kausen
Jackie Wehmeyer

Sat 5:00

Communion Faye Schwartz Ellen Hearton Linda Herzberg Sandy McElroy
Greeter Linda Herzberg Beverly Teresinski Linda Herzberg Beverly Teresinski

Media Kyle McElroy Kyle McElroy Kyle McElroy Kyle McElroy

Sunday 8:30 

Communion Linda Landhuis Shirley Keller Beverly Clower Beth Barnes
Greeter Wayne & Katrine Otsuki Rohn & Barb Telfer Joan Weissenstein Herb & Carol Epp

Liturgist Pastor Frank Remski Bob Keller Katrine Otsuki Linda Landhuis
Media Toni Maberry Katrine Otsuki Jake Jacobsson Barbara Theroux

Reader Beth Barnes Barb Telfer Kay Anderson Beverly Clower
Soundboard Herb Epp Wayne Otsuki Bob Anderson Rick Viersen

Usher Keith Vint Paul McLellan Bill Thomsen John Stolpestad
Larry Andrews Beverly McLellan Kurt Meyer Jim Fauk

Marvin Lee Joan Weissenstein Rick Viersen Dwight Garbe

Sunday 10:30 

Communion Mary Falstrom Faye Schwartz June Kuehn Linda Landhuis
Greeter Linda Lillejord Meredith McBride Doris Prior Alan & Tina Virgil

Media Lisa Munoz Gary Wissinger Lisa Munoz Gary Wissinger
Soundboard Gary Wissinger Anne Celestin Lisa Meliota Ed Zalewski

Usher Bret Botzong Jeff Kuehn Jim Anderson Mark & Anne Pepys
Mary Falstrom June Kuehn Betsy Anderson Linda Lillejord

Lisa Meliota

In  Service:  September  2015 
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.”  – 1 Peter 4:10

September Birthdays
 1st Marvin Lee

 2nd Lore Stolpestad, Joan Weissenstein

 3rd Marilyn Harrison, Jonathan House, 
Carol Sattler

 4th Taylor Gramstrup, Patricia Mori, 
Ed Zalewski 

 5th Evan Gilster

 6th Dolores Sheppard

 7th Emily Davis, Velda Fodor, 
Laddie Runge

 8th Anne Carpenter

 9th Matthew Potenti

 10th Lisa Lininger

 11th Jacquelyn Steybe

 12th Bob Keller, Erik Virgil

 13th Stuart Bockman, Ursula Omeze

 14th Keith Famularo

 15th Bente Addington

 16th Kristin Brach, Lyle Landhuis

 17th Carlie Garber, Toni Maberry,  
Kyle Robinson, Fred Sattler

 18th Joanne Althouse

 19th Stephanie Anger

 20th Kay Gregory, Luke Scully

 21st Mike Brandmeyer, Fred Rembert

 23rd Bob Anderson, Wayne Otsuki, 
Michelle Zalewski

 25th Louis Hoeger, Arlene Thomsen

 26th B.J. Anthony

 27th Henry Luhrs

 28th Magdalena Wetzer

 29th Kyle McElroy, Mel Solberg,  
Ryan Steybe

 30th Gregory Laetsch

ASCENSION 
BOOK CLUB 
The Book Group meets monthly 
to discuss a current or a classic. 
All are invited. September’s title 
is Catherine the Great by Robert 
Massie. Join us on Friday, Sept. 25  
at 1:30 pm at the church. Contact 
Anne Pepys at 310-375-5639 to  
RSVP or get more information.

Men...Feasting...With Men.
Tuesday
Sept. 8

8 am
Bring your appetites and maybe a friend to enjoy 

great food, conversation and fellowship.
Sign-up sheet is in the social Hall. $10.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 9:30 am Women’s Morning Bible 
Break (FR)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

Labor Day
Church Office Closed

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 8:00 am In Cahoots Men’s 
Breakfast (SH)

 7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)  7:00 pm Women of Faith 
Conference (Honda Center, 
Anaheim)

 9:00 am Women of Faith 
Conference (Honda Center, 
Anaheim)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 12:30 pm GGs Group Meeting (SH)

 7:00 pm Women’s Evening Bible 
Study (FR)

Deadline for all October 
LINK newsletter event 

listings or article 
contributions. Email to 

DSnow@alcrpv.org

  6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, Redondo 
Beach)

 7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)  12:30 pm OWLs Luncheon (SH)  7:30 am Habitat for Humanity 
Build Day (Parking Lot)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 12:00 pm Fall Kick-Off  
(Lower Parking Lot)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks )

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

  6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, Redondo 
Beach)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)

 10:00 am Link Folding Team (FR)

 9:00 am Linked to Christ  
Bible Study (FR)

 1:30 pm Ascension Book Club (FR)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks )

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

  6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, Redondo 
Beach)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

September 2015 310-373-0454
alcrpv.org
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Women’s  
Morning  

Bible Break

Hi Ladies! We are ready to 
start a new season of Bible 
Study. We will have our 
first session on Thursday, 
September 17, at 9:30 
am in the Fireside Room. 
Our study is based on the 
book Heaven by Randy 
Alcorn. Please join us for 
fellowship, refreshments 
and study. We continue 
through the year, meeting 
on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month 
at 9:30 am in the Fireside 
Room. Bring your Bible 
and a friend!

A pastor 
visits an 

elderly woman from his 
congregation. As he sits 
on the couch he notices a 
large bowl of peanuts on 
the coffee table. “Mind if I 
have a few?” he asks. “No, 
not at all!” the woman 
replied. They chat for an 
hour and as the preacher 
stands to leave, he realizes 
that instead of eating 
just a few peanuts, he 
has emptied most of the 
bowl. “I’m terribly sorry for 
eating all your peanuts, I 
really just meant to eat a 
few.” “Oh, that’s all right,” 
the woman says. “Ever 
since I lost my teeth, all 
I can do is suck all the 
chocolate off of them.”

Bible Study Focus

by June Kuehn

Group Coordinator

The Monday Evening Women’s Bible Study group will 
be starting up again on Monday, September 28, 2015 

at 7:00pm in the Fireside room. We will be studying Ho-
sea. The book of Hosea is a deeply personal and passion-
ate love story, yet it’s a difficult story. As an account full 
of harsh judgment unfolds, we find in its midst a rare and 
pure gem: the truest and purest of loves.
 Hosea, an old-testament prophet, preached his own 
life message using his marriage as the sermon illustra-
tion. The study of Hosea looks deeply at that message. It 
provides background to better understand the intricacies 
of the man and his message. You’ll be guided to under-
stand, but more especially to apply the message of the 
prophet of love. 
 The book will challenge us with judgment so harsh 

Ladies’

Corn
er
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We have reserved the best seats ever for this life-
changing event. Many find the Lord for the first time at 

this spirit-filled, heart-firing, laughter-infused celebration 
of Christianity. Flyers with further details and a signup 

sheet are in the Social Hall. Contact Renda Lee Calacino 
(410-353-1074) or Beverly Clower (310-320-3836) for info.

The Final Women of Faith Event!

it will singe our hair—an unheeded sermon warning of 
devastating doom shortly to come. But it will show us 
the kind of love we dream about. Be amazed by the love 
of Hosea for his wayward spouse—and more amazed by 
the unfailing love of God for His wayward people, and for 
all people. Hosea showers us with hope—hints and por-
tents pointing to the coming of the promised Messiah. 
Renowned Christian teacher and speaker, Jennifer Roths-
child, relates challenges in her life that prompt women 
to look beyond their own circumstances to find unique 
gifts in unusual packaging. This is a DVD combined Bible 
study that will go at a slow pace for all to enjoy.
 Join us in the Fireside Room at 7:00 pm on Monday, 
September 28th. If you have questions, contact me at 
jckuehn3@aol.com or by calling 310-200-3748. ■

  the Women 
    of Ascension

invite you to

“A British Tea  
 with an American Twist”

Featuring the Pennyroyal Players

Saturday, October 3
11:30 am in the Ascension Sanctuary

A Tea Service will follow the program  
in the Social Hall

Tickets $20 for Ladies • $10 for Little Ladies, 12 and under

Lovely raffle items will be on display.
Raffle tickets can be purchased for $1 each.

All profits to be distributed among the charities of Ascension. 

Women’s Monday 
Evening Bible Study 
Group Resumes



Habitat Partner 
Homebuyer Spotlight

 The Lopez Habitat  
family for the 126th Street 
site has had to back out 
due to family matters. The 
new family is the Bernal 
family. The household of 
four consists of Alonso Sr. 
(40), Marisela (41), Vanes-
sa (17) and Alonso Jr. (12). 
 The family resides in a 
two-bedroom apartment 
in the city of Bell Gardens. 
They have had to move 
five times due to property 
owners foreclosing, ex-
cessive rent increases and 
health issues with their 
apartment. The children 
share a bedroom, which 
also serves as the storage 
area due to limited space. 
Alonso and Marisela work 
in the food manufacturing 
industry as a Line Leader 
and Packager. 
 The family is look-
ing forward to having a 
healthy, stable and safe 
place for their children to 
grow up. They are grateful 
for the opportunity to 
partner with Habitat LA. ■

August Church Council 
Meeting Highlights

 D Approved a 30-day 
trial for a new custodial 
service company.

 D Betsy Anderson 
presented a report from 
the Call Committee and 
Council approved the 
report recommendation.

 D Monthly offerings were 
up for the month, but 
remain down for the 
year.

Et CeteraPreschool News

by Darlene Kurt

Preschool Director

Classroom floors have 
been polished, car-

pets and rugs cleaned, 
windows washed, two new gates installed, a couple of 
classrooms painted and two new gates installed are a few 
items completed, not to mention the usual maintenance 
necessary to prepare for the start of our new school year, 
which is Wednesday, September 9th. The start of a new 
school year is a transition time, not only for the students, 
but for their parents and teachers, as well. 
 Our teachers are always looking for new transition 
activities for the children. At the end of last year, after a 
teacher in-service, we started incorporating Yoga poses 
for preschoolers. Yoga is fun and challenging. It helps 
children build small and large motor skills. It allows 
children to focus on breathing, moving, and feeling calm. 
It promotes social and emotional skills, and helps them 
focus and learn. Since yoga is inclusive and noncompet-
itive, it encourages children’s expression, creativity and 
curiosity. 
 Adults and children need transition time from one 
emotion to another. Here are a couple of moves anyone 

can do to settle into a new activity or frame of mind: 
Turtle Shell: Sitting on the floor, fold the body forward. 
Tuck in legs, arms, and legs to resemble a turtle. Take 
three letting-go breaths, which are deep breaths in 
through the nose and out through the mouth. Rise slowly 
like a turtle and carefully return to your seated position.
Growing Roots: While sitting, raise your arms slowly 
out to the sides, overhead, and back down several times. 
Inhale as your arms go up and exhale as arms go down. 
Repeat a few times. While arms are raised, make peace 
signs with the hands. Bring the peace signs to the floor, 
with only the two fingers touching the ground. Imagine 
the fingers are growing roots.
Big Dogs: (For after long periods of sitting) In a stand-
ing position, fold the body forward. Place hands on the 
ground. Step backward. Bend the knees and alternate 
raising and lowering the heels. Walk your feet toward the 
hands. Pause in this inverted position for several breaths; 

arms should be 
aligned with 
your ears. Put 
hands on thighs 
and straighten 
the back. Inhale, 
raise torso and 
stand straight. ■

The ALC work crew is 
back this month for 
Thrivent Builds 2015 and Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater Los Angeles. Come join in the fun as Ascension 
helps build not one, but two beautiful new homes. 
Yes, this year, we’ll be helping two South Bay families 
achieve their dream. The remaining build days are 
Saturdays Sept 19 and Nov 14. We need volunteers 
to help at the build site on any or all of the remaining 
dates. All skill levels welcome and no experience or 
tools are required—just willing and able hands. You’ll 
perform a variety of tasks matched to your comfort 
level. Age sixteen and above are welcome, and you 
can work a full or partial day. We will carpool from the 
church parking lot, leaving Ascension at 7:30 am and 
returning by 4 pm. Lunch will be provided. Contact 
Kevin Dickson at 310-373-3837 or email him at 
k_sdick@yahoo.com for more information. If you can 
provide food/drink items or help prepare the lunches 
for the work crew, please let Kevin know. Thank you!

Turtle Shell

The Linked to Christ Bible 
Study resumes on Friday, 
September 25th at 9 am in 
the Fireside Room. On that 
day, we will summarize 
the book of 2 Corinthians 

and enjoy a time of fellowship to bring us up-to-date 
on our summer activities and greet any visitors. After 
this initial meeting, we’ll continue to meet the 2nd and 
4th Friday of each month. The plan is to continue our 
study of Paul’s letters in the New Testament: Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, and others. All are welcome! 
Contact Beverly Clower at 310-320-3836 for more info.

Kids Rock! is our mid-
week children’s ministry 
for kids in K through 
5th grade. Bring your 
youngster in for a variety 
of games, songs, Bible 
lessons and fun, fun, FUN! The first class of the fall is on 
September 23, then meets each Wednesday from 6:30 
to 7:30 in the Sanctuary. Contact Chris Anderson at  
641-456-8079 or chmusic2011@gmail.com for more info.

FYI: Our Fall Kickoff celebration previously scheduled 
and promoted for September 20 has been postponed 
until further notice. Watch your LINKLite for updates.
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Starting September 16th:

Student Scoops

by TJ Spaeth

Director of Student  

and Family Ministries

Hey, students and parents…we’ve had 
an amazing summer together and are 

prepping to hit the ground running for the 
new school year. We are beyond excited to 
announce the newest addition to our student 
hangout experience called Lighthouse. Turn 
up for a radical new worship gathering with 
fun games, wicked competitions with prizes, 
jammin’ music and mad messages. We’ll be 
serving delish food from different restaurants, 
and shakin’ up our meeting locations.
 We’ve partnered up with another great 
church in our area right down the hill called 
Resurrection Lutheran (330 Palos Verdes Bl, 
Redondo Beach) and are joining forces to create 
an unbelievably solid Wednesday blowout!

Leaders:
At Lighthouse we will have more students than 
ever creating dynamic games and competitions 
as well as a vibrant worship event. In addition 
to your regular ALC leaders TJ, Kevin and Mike, 
we are adding Cammie (from the mission trip 
and worship team) as well as the fresh student 
leaders from Resurrection: Kristen, Joel, Jason 
and more.

Location:
Lighthouse will alternate 
locations on a month to 
month basis. Starting on 
September 16th from 6 
to 8 pm, we’ll be meeting 

at Resurrection getting food from Pedone’s 
Pizza or L&L BBQ and kicking off an epic game 
of capture the flag. We will continue meeting 
Wednesdays at Resurrection until October 7th 
when we return to the Loft here at Ascension.

First week Theme’d:
THRIFT SHOP!!! come decked out in your best 
thrift shop apparel to win prizes, take pictures 
in our photo booth and compete in a variety of 
legendary tournaments.
 Both High School and Middle School 
students are invited and encouraged to bring 
friends. For any questions or for more details, 
please feel free to contact me at 817-676-2985 
or TSpaeth@alcrpv.org ■

Thrift shop


