
Our mission

is to invite all

people to celebrate

God’s presence, grow 

in God’s grace, and 

serve God’s

People.

MASTHEAD IMAGE

We all know what the 
fabled April showers 
bring. But have you 
considered the lesson of 
patience that this simple 
limerick presents. Many 
of life’s greatest rewards 
come only to those who 
wait. And by patiently 
and happily enduring the 
clouds and damp of April, 
you can find yourself more 
appreciative of the sights 
and smells of May flowers. 

If you have a panoramic 
scene of interest you’d like 
to submit for consideration 
as a LINK masthead, send it 
to DSnow@alcrpv.org. 

APRIL, 2016

Pastor’s Message

I discovered a lot of things while I was in Alabama: how 
to slow-cook meat, survive humidity, scream “Roll Tide” 

and “War Eagle,” but the most beautiful thing that I dis-
covered was seasons. Growing up in Southern California, 
I only knew two seasons—brown and more brown. Then 
I moved to Birmingham and discovered that the trees 

get bright orange in the fall, bare in 
the winter, and brilliant colors in the 
spring. I loved spring. I loved seeing 
hillsides of pinks and purples. It gave 
me a new appreciation for why spring 
is always associated with new life.
       In spring we have the opportunity 

to anticipate the new things that God is going to do. 
The season of spring reflects the beauty of Easter. Jesus 
rose from the dead to usher in a new kingdom. A way of 
life that was totally new and different than anything the 
people had experienced. This way of life is built around 
forgiveness, mercy and love. All of these characteristics 
celebrate new things and fresh starts. We all long to be 
given another chance and to gain a new perspective. 
 With these things in mind, I would like to encourage 
you to attend a class this spring. We are calling this class 
Fresh Start. It will be a four-week class for everyone to 
come together, learn and be energized about serving 
the church. This class will be broken up into four sections 
where we will answer the following questions: 

I would like for this 
to be an opportunity 

for us all to learn 
similar things, so 

that we could all use 
familiar language and 
continue our journey 
as one body in Christ. 

  I know that some 
of you reading this 
could answer these 
questions quickly 
and probably better 
than I could. I still 
want to encourage 
you to attend these 
four weeks. I would 
like for this to be an 
opportunity for us 
all to learn similar 
things, so that we 
could all use familiar 
language and contin-
ue our journey as one body in Christ. 
 There are others of you reading this who have not 
heard those terms. This will be your chance to attend a 
new member’s class and get comfortable with this won-
derful church and the Christian faith. We are hoping that 
you will jump aboard and be a part of this journey for as 
long as God keeps us together. 

 We all love the op-
portunity for a fresh 
start, and in Christ 
we all have that 
available to us. There 
will be three oppor-
tunities to attend 
the class during the 
week. You only need 
to attend one class 
per week, but please 

try to attend one class all four weeks. The schedule will 
be Sunday at noon, Tuesdays at 10 am, and Wednesdays 
at 6:30 pm. Simple meals will be available for the Sunday 
and Wednesday times with snacks provided on Tuesday.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Scott Hawkins
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What can I give to the 
church?

What is distinct about Ascension 
Lutheran Church?

What is distinct about me? 

What do Christians believe? What is 
distinct about Lutheran Christians?

Fresh Start Class Times

SU
N 12 NOON

Light meal available.

TU
E 10:00 AM

Snack available.

W
ED 6:30 PM

Light meal available.
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This month we will have 
a presentation by Katy 
Watkins, co-president 
of the local League of 
Women Voters.
The League of Women 
Voters, a nonpartisan 
political organization, encourages informed and active 
participation in government. They do not endorse 
or oppose candidates or political parties, but work 
to influence public policy through education and 
advocacy. Come and learn more about some of the 
important ballot measures facing us in the fall election.

OWL's events are open to EVERYONE, so join us!

ALC People

Financial 
Summary

February Year-to-Date

Actual Budgeted Actual Budgeted

Weekly Offerings $34,396 $34,300 $70,143 $68,600

+ Other Income $6,070 $6,063 $12,130 $12,126

= Total Income $40,466 $40,363 $82,273 $80,726

- Expenses $44,037 $40,218 $83,526 $81,925

= Net Income -$3,571 $145 -$1,253 -$1,199

Mortgage Balance = $47,873

February Treasurer’s Report

Luncheon and Speaker
April 15

12:30 pm • $10

Preschool News

by Darlene Kurt

Preschool Director

Our Mommy and Me 
class is in full swing. 

Due to its popularity, we 
may be offering a second 
session after spring break. 
The young students and 
their moms are enjoying the 
social time inside the nurs-
ery room and outside on the 
preschool sand and patio areas. Art and music are also 
included, and we have even been blessed with Pastor 
Scott’s singing and guitar playing. Each week, we provide 
an informational article to the moms. Some highlights 
from a recent article, “Helping Toddlers Learn Self Control,” 
from the California Childcare Health Program-Zero to 
Three are as follows: 

 O Self-control is a complex skill for very young children 
to learn, and it is important to understand what 
self-control means. 

 O Self-control is the child’s ability to keep themseves 

from acting on impulses that may hurt themselves 
or others. It involves thinking ahead and deliberately 
controlling/inhibiting their behavior. 

 O Children start to have feelings of guilt during their 
second year. Behaviors typically displayed by a young 
child after they have done something wrong include 
squirming, hugging themselves, hanging their head 
down, hunching their shoulders, or covering their 
face with their hands. 

 O Guilt is different from shame. Guilt is a child’s feeling 
about their behavior, whereas shame is a feeling that 
children have about themselves. 

 O Misbehaviors are a chance to teach self-control. 
They are an opportunity to help a child learn to 
identify and manage their feelings of anger, sadness, 
disappointment, and to teach them behavior that 
is, and is not, acceptable. They are a chance to teach 
about expectations and values. 

 O Some strategies are: 

 ✿ Set and enforce clear, consistent limits. 

 ✿ Acknowledge a child’s feelings when he misbe-
haves, but let him know that the behavior was 
unacceptable.

 ✿ Use logical consequences. Example: When a child 
throws the blocks, put them away until the child is 
feeling more in control. 

 ✿ Model appropriate ways to express feelings. 

 O Think of helping a child develop self-control as one 
step in the child’s path to developing a conscience, 
which is an essential characteristic for being a full 
member of the family and community. 

 O More information at ZeroToThree.org ■

A Note from Mary Whitman
Dear Ascension Family;
 I’m so excited to share with you my plan to take ad-
vantage of a two-month stay in Ireland this Spring. This 
trip will fulfill a dream that I’ve had for over ten years—
to spend my 33rd birthday in Scotland! The Lord has 
aligned so many different things in my life to make this 
trip possible, and I can not ignore Him. He is telling me 
that I need a reset. I know that God is guiding me on 
this path.
 I look forward to having an educational vacation 
opportunity. I am basing my visit to Ireland on an 
8-week Mindfulness course that I will be taking in the 
city of Dublin, along with a few other related cours-
es that will again help me find a healthy balance for 
myself. My brother, Joel (who lives there), has assisted 
me in setting up these courses that I will be taking all 
around the city Mondays through Thursdays. Fridays 
and Saturdays I will be fulfilling a life-long desire to take 



Soup Supper Thanks

During our 2016 Lenten 
season, we had many 
potagers (soup chefs) 
step up to feed the 
hungry masses before 
our Wednesday service. 
Menu offerings ranged 
from classics like chicken 
noodle or minestrone to 
more extravagant fare 
like white chicken chili or 
asparagus and leek giada. 
Steaming saucers of grat-
itude go out to Margaret 
Lee, the prayer team, 
Anne Vierson, Beverly 
Clower, Linked to Christ, 
the Joy Sisters, Jane Oka 
Cline, the Zalewskis, 
Judith Elliott, Ella Auten 
and all the kitchen savvy 
minions who helped make 
our Soup Suppers a tasty 
success.

Preschool Reunion
There’s excitement in the 
air. On Friday, April 8, As-
cension Preschool Direc-
tors and dozens of former 
teachers will be gathering 
in our Social Hall for a fun 
afternoon of reminiscing, 
stories and lots of laughs. 
We were formed by Pastor 
Henry Ericson in 1965 
and have been a big part 
of the hill ever since. So, 
if you are just finding 
out about the event by 
reading this, please come 
at noon that day and bring 
your memories and, oh, 
yes, a potlock dish. For 
more info, call DeeDee 
Skjervem (310-265-0640) 
or Betty Gardner (310-378-
8881). See you there!

Worship and Music News Et Cetera

by Faye Schwartz

Director of Worship and Music

Johann Sebastian Bach was one of the world’s, and 
Christendom’s, true musical geniuses. He was 

born into a very musical family, and carried on the 
family tradition—and then some. He was a devout 
Lutheran, and spent the last twenty-five years of 
his life as music director at St. Thomas Kirche 
in Leipzig. He wrote hundreds of composi-
tions, mostly sacred works to be sung and 
played for services in his own church. He was 
locally recognized as a fine organist, but his 
compositions would probably never have become 
world-famous without the intervention of Felix 
Mendelssohn, a fellow Leipziger, who later publicized 
his work.
 J.S. Bach did not have a particularly easy life. He 
was orphaned at the age of ten, and went to live with 
his older brother. His first wife died very soon after their 
marriage, and he married again. He fathered a total of 
twenty children—most of whom did not survive beyond 
infancy. He lived for 65 years—from 1685-1750—and 
never left his native Germany. Though he and G.F. Handel 
were born the same year in the same country, they never 
met. Most of Bach’s traveling was done on foot, and he 
often walked hundreds of miles to hear other musicians 
and learn from them. A story is told about one trip when 
Bach was a teenager. He walked from Luneburg to Ham-
burg to hear another organist. He left Hamburg to return 
home with only two shillings in his pocket.

 While still far from home, he was so hungry that he 
could hardly continue walking. He stopped to rest in 
front of a roadside inn, where the kitchen aromas almost 
drove him crazy. It is not a stretch to imagine that the 

devout Bach was praying to God that someone 
would come to his aid—and someone did! One 

of the restaurant cooks noticed the lonely 
youth sitting beside the road, opened a 
window and threw two herrings’ heads at the 
boy. As Bach ravenously gobbled up this most 

welcome food, he came upon his second 
blessing. In each of the fish heads, he 
found a valuable coin, which gave him 

more than enough money to get home 
comfortably. He was overcome with joy 

and thankfulness. Someone noticed, some-
one cared, someone reached out to help a 
stranger.

 The writer of Hebrews encourages 
us to be generous with strangers: “Do not 

forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing, 
some people have entertained angels without knowing 
it.” (Hebrews 13:2) And James asks a challenging ques-
tion: “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 
daily food. If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well; 
keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his 
physical needs, what good is it?” (James 2:15-16) 
 I’m excited about our Manna Packs, and about our 
Kingdom Hours. We are being encouraged to look out-
side of ourselves, to notice the hungry and hurting, and 
to reach out to help others. This is part of what it means 
to be the church—to be the kingdom of God. We are 
truly “blessed to be a blessing.”  ■

A Hungry Stranger

day trips around other areas of Ireland. My Sundays will 
be spent attending Church services in the beautiful Irish 
cathedrals, touching-base via FaceTime with my loved-
ones who are state-side, checking-up on emails, etc.
 To experience the best of both the Irish city 
and village life, my brother has arranged for me 
to stay with a nice Irish family in a small village 
right outside of Dublin, located on the coast. 
I will be using local transportation (the Irish 
metro--or “the DART” as they call it--bikes and 
buses) to attend my classes. It is a great thanks 
that I owe to my brother who, in such a short amount of 
time, made all this possible by making all the arrange-
ments in Ireland.
 I want to thank all of Ascension for the opportuni-
ties and shared moments we’ve had together. I have 
enjoyed being a part of the Ascension experience. You 
have become a second family to me, and I will miss you 
all. However, God is guiding me down a different path 

for the next two months and so I feel I must follow it. I 
have done my best to be of assistance in the training of 
my replacement, Joyce Bogard, whom I believe you will 
love. She is quite the talented lady. With that said, and 

for all the reasons I’ve mentioned, it is my hope 
that upon my return to California in June there 
still may be a place for me at Ascension Lutheran 
Church, whether it be working here again or 
simply attending the worship services.
 This trip is an awesome opportunity for which I 
have yearned from my earliest age. Thank you all 

for your encouragement and blessed send off. I look for-
ward to sharing some of my experiences when I return.

All my best to each of you and God Bless,

Mary Whitman
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BEST. SUMMER. EVAH!
 Middle- and high-school students better 
brace yourselves for another madhouse funfest 
of a summer at Ascension! In addition to the 
action-packed events listed below, we'll be 
returning to the badlands of Bisti, New Mexico 
July 10-16. Look for the flyers in the Social Hall 
to get you informed and registered. We'll also 
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be returning to Campus by the Sea on Catalina 
for summer camp August 11 thru 15. We shall 
kayak, swim, hike, play basketball, volleyball, 
paddle board and all that good stuff.
 So dab your apps with all this data and 
drag your friends along for the fun. Text or call 
TJ with any questions at 817-676-2985. Email's 
TSpaeth@alcrpv.org ■

$30
+ FOOD



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1:00 pm Thrivent Workshop on 
“Waterwise Plants” 
(Armstrong Garden Center, 
Torrance)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

  NO Intersection
 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 12 noon Fresh Start (SH)

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 12:30 pm GGs Group Meeting (SH)

 10:00 am Fresh Start (SH)   NO Lighthouse
 6:00 pm Student Event: Dinner 

and a Movie (Off-site)

 6:30 pm Fresh Start (SH)

 7:15 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)  9:00 am Linked to Christ Bible 
Study (FR)

 10:00 am Preschool Teacher 
Reunion and Potluck (SH)

 7:30 am Habitat for Humanity 
Build Day (Parking Lot)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 12 noon Fresh Start (SH)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks)

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 7:00 pm Women’s Evening Bible 
Study (FR)

 8:30 am In Cahoots Men’s 
Breakfast (SH)

 10:00 am Fresh Start (SH)

 6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 6:30 pm Fresh Start (SH)

 7:15 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)  12:30 pm OWLs Luncheon (SH)  5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 12 noon Fresh Start (SH)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks)

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

Deadline for all May LINK 
newsletter event listings or 

article contributions. Email to 
DSnow@alcrpv.org

 10:00 am Fresh Start (SH)

 7:00 pm Council Meeting (FR)

 6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 6:30 pm Fresh Start (SH)

 7:15 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)  9:00 am Linked to Christ Bible 
Study (FR)

 1:30 pm Ascension Book Club (FR)

 1:30 pm Otto Wetzer “A Life 
Remembered” Service 
(Terranea Resort)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 12 noon Fresh Start (SH)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks)

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 7:00 pm Women’s Evening Bible 
Study (FR)

 10:00 am Fresh Start (SH)

 10:00 am Link Folding Team (FR)

 6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 6:30 pm Fresh Start (SH)

  7:15 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)  5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

April 2016 310-373-0454
alcrpv.org
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FACILITY KEY:
 (S) Sanctuary
 (SH) Social Hall
 (FR) Fireside Room 
 (O) Office
 (K) Kitchen
 (L) The Loft
 (PS) Preschool
 (N) Nursery
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Altar Care
Pew Team 
Counters      

Sat 5:00

Communion 
Greeter

Media
Reader

Sunday 8:30 

Communion 
Greeter

Liturgist
Media

Reader
Soundboard

Usher 

Sunday 10:30 

Communion 
Greeter

Media
Reader

Soundboard
Usher 

2 / 3 9 / 10 16 / 17 23 / 24
Sondra Fauk Sondra Fauk Sondra Fauk Sondra Fauk
Margaret Lee Joan Weissenstein Julie Garbe Anne Viersen

Dorothea Bodison Tina Virgil Jim Anderson Mel & Marie Kausen
John Stolpestad John Stolpestad Betsy Anderson Jackie Wehmeyer

Linda Herzberg Betsy Anderson Ellen Hearton Sandy McElroy
Linda Herzberg Beverly Teresinski Linda Herzberg Beverly Teresinski

Ben Snow Kyle McElory Kyle McElroy Kyle McElroy
Sandy Haffey Lexie Tucker Sandy Haffey TBD
Dwight Garbe TBD Beverly Clower Beth Barnes

Rohn & Barb Telfer Wayne & Katrine Otsuki Joan Weissenstein Herb & Carol Epp
Pastor Frank Remski Bob Anderson Katrine Otsuki Linda Landhuis

Toni Maberry Katrine Otsuki Jake Jacobsson Barbara Theroux
Beth Barnes Kay Anderson Barb Telfer Beverly Clower

Herb Epp Wayne Otsuki Bob Anderson Rick Viersen
John Stolpestad Keith Vint Paul McLellan Bill Thomsen

Jim Fauk Larry Andrews Beverly McLellan Kurt Meyer
Dwight Garbe Marvin Lee Joan Weissenstein Rick Viersen
Cynthia Puerto June Kuehn Faye Schwartz Linda Landhuis

Doris Prior Jackie Wehmeyer Alan & Tina Virgil Meredith McBride
Lisa Munoz Gary Wissinger Lisa Munoz Gary Wissinger

Mike Dunton Ed Zalewski TBD Faye Schwartz
Gary Wissinger Gary Wissinger Lisa Meliota Ed Zalewski

Jeff Kuehn Lisa Meliota Jim Anderson Bret Botzong
June Kuehn Renee Skinner Betsy Anderson Renee Skinner

In  Service:  April  2016
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.”  – 1 Peter 4:10 April Birthdays

 1st Alison Cromer
 2nd Dennis McLaughlin
 3rd Ryan Krause
 7th Gerald Osborne
 9th Vartan Balyan, Jenny Heckman
 10th Sharon Rajewski, Ledean Steybe
 11th Kaitlyn Masai, Beverly Teresinski
 12th Kay Gargas, Ina Hahn,  

Barbara Telfer
 13th Samantha Masai, Lesley Sklow
 14th Adam Dunton
 15th Heinrich Muller, Albert Sorensen
 16th Calvin Jung, Linda Landhuis
 17th Katrina Corbett
 18th Maria Hughes
 19th Lisa Meliota
 20th Kristen Takemura
 21st Samuel Jameson, Kimberly Sklow
 22nd Callie Celestin, Rich Falstrom,  

 Denise Hughes
 23rd Audrey Jacobson
 25th Bonnie Geisler, Mary Whitman
 26th Larry Andrews, Aubrey Hertzmann, 

Bambi Jung, Fred Sattler
 28th Kristin Borden, Alison Cool
 29th Jillian Solberg
 30th Sondra Fauk

Ascension Book Club
In April, we’ll meet on Friday the  22nd at 1:30 
in the Fireside Room to watch the movie 

The Martian and follow along 
in the book written by Andy 
Weir. This film Stars Matt Damon 
and was wildly popular last fall. 
Everyone’s sure to enjoy it.  
Point person is Anne Pepys.

We are ready to kick off a new year, as 
we join Thrivent Builds 2016 and Habitat 
for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles. 
Come join in the fun as Ascension 
Lutheran provides willing hands to build 
a beautiful new home. This is the 11th 
year of Thrivent working with HfHofGLA 
and will once again be sponsoring two 
homes, so we will be helping two families 
in the South Bay area. Our build days for 
2016 are the Saturdays of April 9, June 
11 and Aug. 27. We need volunteers to 
help at the build site on any or all of the 
upcoming dates. All skill levels welcome 

and no experience or tools are required, 
just willing and able hands. You’ll per-
form a variety of tasks matched to your 
comfort level. Age sixteen and above are 
welcome, and you can work a full or par-
tial day. We will carpool from the church 
parking lot, leaving Ascension at 7:30 
am and returning by 4 pm. Lunch will be 
provided. Contact Kevin Dickson at 310-
373-3837 or email him at k_sdick@yahoo.
com for more information. If you can 
provide food/drink items or help prepare 
the lunches for the work crew, please let 
Kevin know. Thank you!2016 BUILD DAYS

APRIL 9  •  JUNE 11  •  AUGUST 27
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