
Our mission

is to invite all

people to celebrate

God’s presence, grow 

in God’s grace, and 

serve God’s

People.

MASTHEAD IMAGE

Okay, you must go to our 
website and download 
the PDF of this month's 
LINK so that you can see 
the beautiful colors in 
our masthead image of 
festive Mardi Gras beads. 
Rex (Latin for "King") is 
a New Orleans Carnival 
Krewe which selected the 
official Mardi Gras colors in 
1872 to honor the visiting 
Russian Grand Duke Alexis 
Alexandrovich Romanoff, 
whose house colors were 
purple, green and gold. 
Purple represents justice. 
Green represents faith.  
Gold represents power. 

If you have a panoramic 
scene of interest you’d like 
to submit for consideration 
as a LINK masthead, send it 
to DSnow@alcrpv.org. 

FEBRUARY, 2016

Pastor’s Message

Emily and I took Grace to Mardi Gras two years in a row 
when we lived in Birmingham and it was awesome. 

There are so many great things to do and see in New Or-
leans during Mardi Gras. While we were there, this South-
ern California boy found out something very unique: the 
city’s parade calendar is based on the church’s liturgical 
calendar. The first Mardi Gras parade is on the first day of 
Epiphany and it culminates on Shrove Tuesday, the day 
before Ash Wednesday.
 The season of Epiphany is a historically a season of 
celebration and praise for the church. This leads us into 
the Lenten season which provides us the opportunity to 
fast and reflect on the burdens and crosses that we all 
carry. Holy Week then points us to Christ’s cross which is 
the true source of life—followed by the brightness and 
life of the resurrection on Easter. This flow in the church 
year allows us the opportunity to see the fullness of our 
life in Christ: seasons of celebration and sorrow. With 

Thank you. I am so grateful to all of you for your 
warm welcome. You have been so gracious to me 

and my family and I can not tell you how nice it is to be 
welcomed with such genuine kindness and compassion. 
It has also been a great privilege to be welcomed into so 
many of your homes to hear about your love for God’s 
church. 
 As I have listened to you, I have been struck with 
your faithfulness in the midst of trials. You are all a living 
example that there are periods in all of our faith stories 
where the journey is defined by storms and tribulations. 
You have managed two major transitions beautifully: the 
move from the ELCA to the LCMC and the search for a 
new pastor. I want to commend you for your trust of God 
in the midst of these transitions. 
 The vision that I have been given is that of a ship. 
There are times when it is necessary to allow your ship to 
stay in the harbor for repairs. These seasons are difficult 
on the ship’s crew. They want to sail, but they recognize 
the necessity of having a seaworthy vessel. You need to 
take the time to mend the sails and seal the hull. This is 
good work, but it is also very tiring and trying. 

Gracious 
Greetings

FEB

7
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sunday, February 7th

9:45 am > Congregational Meeting
We will be holding our annual business meeting between services for the purpose 

of approving our 2016 budget and spending plan for our ministry together.

10:30 am > Pastoral Installation
11:30 am > Reception for Hawkins family 

Continues on next page ➤Continues on next page ➤
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The mission of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy is to 
preserve land and restore habitat for the education and enjoyment of all. 
Since 1988, the Conservancy has preserved 1,600 acres of open space on 
the Palos Verdes Peninsula. Andrea Vona, Executive Director, will be here 
to show many lovely photos of our beautiful peninsula and tell us about 
their history, program and habitat restoration projects. Please sign up by 
Sunday, February 14, on the sheet posted in the Social Hall.

OWL's events are open to EVERYONE, so join us!

ALC People

Luncheon and Speaker
February 19

12:30 pm • $10

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
Begins in March. Schedule your tour now 
at DKurt@alcrpv. org or call 310-373-6083.

this in mind, we are going to have a Mardi Gras party to 
celebrate the life of the church. 
 On February 9th, Ascension is going to take back the 
Mardi Gras tradition for Christ. We will have pancakes 
and bacon and king cake, then we’ll enjoy some lively 
worship. We will end by burning our palms as we look to-
wards Ash Wednesday. The night will stand in contrast to 
the solemn nature 
of Ash Wednesday, 
reminding us that 
the Christian life is 
full of celebration 
and repentance. 
 After this great 
party, we’ll begin 
the season of Lent. 
Lent is forty days 
long, which reminds 
us of the seasons of 
spiritual discipline 
that God’s people have undertaken; the Israelites in the 
desert and Jesus in the wilderness. These seasons were 
critical for their spiritual journey and we should partake 
in this time with an attitude of humility, grace and an 
anticipation that God will transform us. 
 I am asking our congregation to take on three spiritu-
al disciplines during this season: 
1. A time of prayer and devotion. On Ash Wednesday 

you will be given the book, Pauses for Lent: 40 words 
for 40 days by Trevor Hudson. This is a simple and 
wonderful book asking us to pause and focus on one 
word during each day of Lent. Please take a book and 
use it daily to guide your prayer and devotion time.

2. A time of fasting. I was convicted a few years ago 
when someone pointed out one word in the follow-
ing passage. “When you fast, do not look somber as 
the hypocrites do…” Did you catch it? “When…” not 
if, but when. This means that the giving up of things 
should be a regular habit of God’s people. So, let’s 
fast. It can be anything, but give something up for the 
kingdom of God.

3. A time of giving. Our giving is in response to the 
great work that God has already done for us by giving 
us everything. I am asking that we all stretch ourselves 
and give above our normal gifts to support a mission-
ary in Niger. Ashley Moman is a missionary who runs 
an organization teaching the people of Niger how to 
farm in the desert. And because there are no hotels 
in many areas in Africa, she is building a guest house 
for missionaries seeking a decent place to stay. This 
guest house needs some extra funding to complete, 
and I believe we can make up that difference during 
this season of Lent. Our goal is $3,000. 

 I hope that each one of us can experience God in a 
new way during this season of Lent. ■
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 Then comes that glorious day when you can once 
again break the seal of the harbor and fill the sails with 
wind. You are then able to take your ship out into the 
adventure that is before you. I am humbled to be able to 
have the privilege to be on this adventure with you all.
 In order to take full advantage of this illustration 
I think it is important for us to recognize who is the 
captain of the ship. Neither the council, the pastor, the 
staff or any key volunteer is the captain of Ascension’s 
ship. We are captained by the triune God; Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. He is giving us the vision, energy and ability 
to be able to take this adventure together. We are going 
to constantly lean on His strength to guide us. Whatever 
we do, wherever we go, we will coat everything in prayer 
and look to Him for our final direction. 
 As we begin this adventure I am asking for you to 
pray for me. Pray that I may constantly look to God for 
strength and hope. Pray that I may be humble enough 
to listen and bold enough to lead. I commit to praying 
for you. I will pray that you will be constantly submitting 
to the Spirit and practicing the tenets of God’s love with 
one another. 
 We all know that there are both storms and smooth 
waters ahead. We do not know where this adventure 
will take us, but we know that He will be present with us 
throughout the journey. Thank you for the opportunity 
to serve as your Senior Pastor. 
Grace and peace;

Pastor Scott Hawkins

…we should partake 
in this time with an 

attitude of humility, 
grace and an 

anticipation that God 
will transform us.



January Council 
Meeting Highlights

 O Discussed Installation 
Service for Pastor Scott 
and Luncheon after 
the service.

 O Discussed items need-
ed for the February 
7 Congregational 
meeting.

 O Discussed the Annual 
Report deadline. 

 O Discussed stewardship 
education and plan-
ning: Spiritual gifts 
throughout the year.

Student Escapes
School may be closed 
on Monday, Feb 15, 
but driving school is in 
session! All middle and 
high school students 
are invited to join us at 
Go Kart World. Cost 
is $40 and we will be 
leaving from Resurrection 
Lutheran church at 12:15 
and returning by 3:30. 

Then, our Feb 17 Light-
house will meet at 
Resurrection for the usual 
meal and a game, but 
then we’ll enjoy a Watoto 
African Children’s Choir 
performance in the 
sanctuary. Don’t miss it!

Women’s Morning 
Bible Break
Hi Ladies! The Bible study 
which was scheduled to 
resume in February will 
instead begin anew in 
September 2016.  Look for 
updates in the LINK this 
Summer. You may direct 
questions or comments 
to Julie Botzong at 
botzong@dslextreme.com

Worship and Music News Et Cetera

Financial 
Summary

December Year-to-Date

Actual Budgeted Actual Budgeted

Weekly Offerings $77,050 $47,100 $428,355 $449,000

+ Other Income $7 $3,770 $62,621 $61,100

= Total Income $77,057 $50,870 $490,976 $510,100

- Expenses $37,506 $50,870 $528,725 $508,920

= Net Income $39,551 $0 -$37,749 $1,180

Mortgage Balance = $50,765

December Treasurer’s Report

by Faye Schwartz

Director of Worship and Music

What was the last thing you 
were really excited about? 

The last thing that you just 
couldn’t wait for? Something 
that you planned and prepared 
for very carefully? Maybe it was a 
trip to Disneyland with your family, 
a sports event, a rock concert, a spe-
cial reunion with old friends, an important 
dinner party at your home, or a family trip to a 
new location. Maybe it was a promotion at work, or even 
a new job. Whatever it was, there’s no doubt that your 
anticipation and planning, your advance preparation, 
made the whole experience more meaningful to you.
 Have you ever been really excited about coming to 
church for a worship gathering? What would our worship 
be like if everyone just couldn’t wait to get there and join 
in the praise? I can only imagine the joy and energy in the 
room!!
 And old proverb states, “We only prepare for what we 

think is important.” Consider these suggestions for your 
own personal worship preparation:

   Prepare your heart for worship. Be open to hear and 
receive the word of God. Read a daily medi-

tation and scripture reading as private/
family devotion.

   Prepare your schedule for 
worship. Make worship a priority 
in your life; take advantage of 
our three service times, and be 
flexible about which service you 

attend.
   Enjoy the whole experience. 

Arrange to get to church a few min-
utes before the service begins. Greeting 

friends on the way in reminds us that we are part 
of the body of Christ – all here to worship together. Quiet 
your spirit during the points provided in the service for 
meditation. And stay after the service to enjoy fellowship 
with your friends and to meet someone new!

   Carry your praise out the door with you. Our worship 
continues as we leave the church and go out into our 
larger world. We are refreshed, “refueled,” and ready to 
serve. 
 As for me, I’m excited to worship with you in church 
next weekend! ■

Hot News

Johnny and Billy were walking home from church after hearing their Pastor give a particularly 
impassioned sermon about the devil. Billy felt the urge to ask his friend, “So what do you think 

about all this Satan stuff?” Johnny replied, “Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. It’s probably just your dad.”

Let’s Get Excited!

Wednesday Lenten Activities
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, we’ll 
enjoy our traditional Soup Suppers in 
the Social Hall. The soup, provided by 
different groups within the church, is 
served at 5:45 pm, followed at 6:30 by a Lenten worship 
service in the Sanctuary. Invite a friend and join us!

Service Celebration Sheet
We’ve got a new attitude toward service. The positions 
we post aren’t just us begging for help. They are op-
portunities for you to fulfill your instruction from God 
to strengthen His Kingdom by serving the church. And 
we celebrate with you that we are able to provide many 
unique ways to help you follow His commandment. 
Locate the Service Celebration Sheet posted in the 

Social Hall, find the job that best utilizes the 
gifts that God gave 

you, 
and sign 

up.

The Linked to Christ 
Bible Study continues 
their study of Paul’s 
writings on Friday, 
February 12, with the 
first two chapters 
of the book of 

Philippians. All are welcome to join us on the 2nd and 
4th Friday of each month from 9:00 to 10:30 am in the 
Fireside Room. Contact Beverly Clower at 310-320-3836 
or Bevclower@gmail.com for more info.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 12:30 pm GGs Group Meeting (SH)

 6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 7:15 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)  NO Contemporary Worship
 9:30 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

  NO Intersection
 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Congregational 
Meeting  (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service with 
Installation of Pastor 
Scott Hawkins (S)

 11:30 am Hawkins Family 
Reception (SH)

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 7:00 pm Women’s Evening Bible 
Study (FR)

 8:30 am In Cahoots Men’s 
Breakfast (SH)

 6:00 pm Mardi Gras Celebration 
(Patio)

Ash Wednesday
 12:00 pm Ash Wednesday  

Worship Service (S)

 5:45 pm Soup Supper (SH)

 6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 6:30 pm Ash Wednesday  
Worship Service (S)

 7:15 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)  9:00 am Linked to Christ Bible 
Study (FR)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

Valentine’s Day
 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks)

President’s Day
Offices Closed

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 12:15 pm Student Event: Go Kart 
World (Off-site)

 7:00 pm Council Meeting (FR)

Deadline for all March LINK 
newsletter event listings or 

article contributions. Email to 
DSnow@alcrpv.org

 5:45 pm Soup Supper (SH)

 6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry with Watoto 
African Children’s Choir 
(Resurrection Lutheran Church)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 6:30 pm Lenten Service (S)

 7:15 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)  12:30 pm OWLs Luncheon (SH)  5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks)

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

 7:00 pm Women’s Evening Bible 
Study (FR)

 5:45 pm Soup Supper (SH)

 6:00 pm Lighthouse Student 
Ministry (L)

 6:30 pm Kids Rock! (S)

 6:30 pm Lenten Service (S)

 10:00 am Link Folding Team (FR)

 7:15 pm Handbell Rehearsal (S)

 9:00 am Linked to Christ Bible 
Study (FR)

 1:30 pm Ascension Book Club (FR)

 5:00 pm Contemporary  
Worship (S)

 8:30 am Worship Service (S)

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal (S)

 10:30 am Worship Service (S)

 7:15 pm High-School Intersection 
(Promenade Starbucks)

 9:30 am Caring Through Prayer 
(Off-site)

February 2016 310-373-0454
alcrpv.org

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

FACILITY KEY:
 (S) Sanctuary
 (SH) Social Hall
 (FR) Fireside Room 
 (O) Office
 (K) Kitchen
 (L) The Loft
 (PS) Preschool
 (N) Nursery



February Birthdays
 1st Douglas Bovee, Aaron Virgil

 2nd Don Barclay

 5th Charles Chin, Dane Gramstrup

 6th Marlene Stern

 7th Geoffrey Lowe

 9th K. Jake Jacobsson, Jullia Onouye

 14th Gabby Allen

 15th Sondra Behrens, Jordan Heckman, 
Kunchoon Yu

 16th Col. Scott Beidleman, 
Jacob Benjamin

 17th Dylan Freebury

 18th Chris Freebury

 19th Carolyn Luetje, Anna Sattler

 20th Bill Sheppard

 21st Frank Remski

 23rd Jenna Solberg

 24th Mary Potenti, Tina Virgil

 26th Linda Herzberg, Joseph Laetsch, 
Alexis Tucker

 28th Mary Nelsen

 29th Kurt Allen

 

A
ll 

Altar Care
Pew Team 
Counters      

Sat 5:00

Communion 
Greeter

Media
Reader

Sunday 8:30 

Communion 
Greeter

Liturgist
Media

Reader
Soundboard

Usher 

Sunday 10:30 

Communion 
Greeter

Media
Reader

Soundboard
Usher 

6 / 7 13 / 14 20 / 21 27 / 28
Anne Pepys Anne Pepys Anne Pepys Anne Pepys

Margaret Lee Joan Weissenstein Julie Garbe Anne Viersen
Dorothea Bodison Tina Virgil Jim Anderson Mel & Marie Kausen

John Stolpestad John Stolpestad Betsy Anderson Jackie Wehmeyer

Linda Herzberg Betsy Anderson Ellen Hearton TBD
Linda Herzberg Beverly Teresinski Linda Herzberg Beverly Teresinski

Ben Snow Kyle McElory Kyle McElroy Kyle McElroy
TBD TBD TBD TBD

Dwight Garbe TBD Beverly Clower Beth Barnes
Marvin & Margaret Lee Wayne & Katrine Otsuki Rohn & Barb Telfer Joan Weissenstein
Pastor Frank Remski Bob Anderson Katrine Otsuki Linda Landhuis

Toni Maberry Katrine Otsuki Jake Jacobsson Barbara Theroux
Barb Telfer Beverly Clower Beth Barnes Kay Anderson
Herb Epp Wayne Otsuki Bob Anderson Rick Viersen

John Stolpestad Keith Vint Paul McLellan Bill Thomsen
Jim Fauk Larry Andrews Beverly McLellan Kurt Meyer

Dwight Garbe Marvin Lee Joan Weissenstein Rick Viersen
Cynthia Puerto June Kuehn Faye Schwartz Linda Landhuis

Meredith McBride Doris Prior Alan & Tina Virgil Jackie Wehmeyer
Lisa Munoz Gary Wissinger Lisa Munoz Gary Wissinger

Mike Dunton Ed Zalewski TBD TBD
Gary Wissinger Gary Wissinger Lisa Meliota Ed Zalewski
Jim Anderson Mark & Anne Pepys Jeff Kuehn Bret Botzong

Betsy Anderson Lisa Meliota June Kuehn Mary Falstrom

In  Service:  February  2015  
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.”  – 1 Peter 4:10

Men: Get Your Bacon On.
Tuesday

February 9th
New Time: 8:30 am

Bring your appetites and maybe a friend to enjoy great food, 
conversation and fellowship. Sign-up sheet is in the Social Hall. $10.

S P E C I A L   S E R V I C E S

12  N o o n  AND 6 : 30  p m
With Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes. 

FEB 10

Soup Supper begins at 5:45 with a $5 freewill offering suggested.


