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It’s a Wonderful World
Dinner Theatre Feb. 15

On Friday evening Feb. 15, the
Chance Choir will present its annual
dinner theatre at 7:00 P.M. in our Fellowship Hall. This year’s theme is
“It’s a Wonderful World-a Valentine’s
gift” and will include many songs and
acts that celebrate this “wonderful world” of which we
are a part.
“I am always excited about this annual fun event
that brings our congregation together for a delightful
evening of food, entertainment and fellowship presented by our choir”, said Steve Simons, chancel choir
director. “It gives the choir members an opportunity
to perform music that isn’t a part of our usual offering
on Sundays and we always have such a good time preparing the music and performing for our wonderful
church family”.
Please mark the date of Friday Feb. 15 on your
calendar and get your tickets purchased. Prices for the
dinner and entertainment are $12.50 for adults and
$7.50 for children. Tickets are on sell in the Atrium
between services and after services on Sundays.
Make plans to join the choir for this gift at Valentine’s Day as they host you royally and sing about this
“Wonderful World”.

Laura and Kristen Marshall recently volunteered at
Church on the Slab with other members of our
AHUMC youth. Church on the Slab is a church that
ministers to the homeless of Fort Worth.
Photo by Josh Ingram

Eighty attend all-church visioning event
Congregation surveys available until Feb. 17
Start with Why

Our Visioning Event on Saturday, January 19 brought together nearly 80
members of our congregation for prayerful discernment and conversation regarding the purpose and future of our church. Part of this event involved participation
in a survey. However, not all members of our congregation were able to attend
the event. Since we would like to hear from as many people as possible, all members of our congregation are invited to complete the survey (found here) and return it to the church office by February 17.
Part of our time together was spent discussing the question of "Why?" (A
brief video introducing "The Power of Why" can be found here.) In a nutshell,
Simon Sinek argues that we should not focus on "what" we do or "how" we do it
until we are clear about "why" we do what we do.
As we follow up the visioning event with small group meetings and the formation of a visioning task force, all of our congregants are invited to consider the
question of "why" as we promote, provide and evaluate ministries of our congregation.

A

WORD FROM THE

S ENIOR P ASTOR
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these."
Matthew 19:14

This verse from Matthew's
gospel often conjures up
images of a warm, smiling
Jesus who is welcoming the children. But this verse also contains an imperative to us: let nothing hinder our children's relationship with Christ. Sadly, too many children have experienced
pain and trauma at church - the last place you would expect a
child to be hurt. We want to do everything we can to ensure
that this does not happen to the children and youth in our
midst.
One of the ways we ensure the safety of our young people
is through our Safe Sanctuary policy, which is currently under
revision by our Board of Trustees. As part of this policy, we are
creating a new three-step training program for all who work
with our children and youth.
Safe Sanctuary training will now consist of three elements,
which need to be completed by all of our volunteers: 1) Online
training videos; 2) Background checks; 3) In-house training on
our church's policy.
Many of you already have a background check on file. If
you do, you will receive a "Welcome with Training Link" email
from MinistrySafe, our online provider, before the end of February. When you receive your email, please follow the instructions to complete your online training.
If you have not previously completed a background check
form, and you anticipate working with children and youth in
the future, please contact Sue McCuistion
(smccuistion@ahumc.com) so that we may get you the materials you need to complete the background check and training.
Please note that only people who have completed all aspects
of the Safe Sanctuary training will be able to serve as Sunday
school teachers, VBS leaders, youth sponsors, mission trip participants, or be involved in any activity that puts you in a leadership or helper role with our children and youth. If you anticipate doing this in the future, please plan to take this training.
And if you do not see yourself in a role working directly
with children, please know that we all need to be the eyes and
ears that keep our children safe. Parents, please do not let your
children be unsupervised in our church building. If they need
to use the restroom during worship, please go with them. If any
adult sees a child who does not have adult supervision, ask
them where their parent or leader is. Together, we can ensure
that we are creating a Safe Sanctuary for all of God's children.
God Bless,

Rev. Mary

Eggs needed!
For our community Easter Egg Hunt on March
30, we are in need of Easter eggs. Please
bring eggs as well as any small wrapped
candy or toys that could fit in eggs. We will
stuff the eggs at the all church event, Walking
the Way on March 23. Thank you!

Children's Chapel begins Feb. 24
Beginning this month, we will offer
Children's Chapel during the 10:50
worship two times a month. The purpose of Children's Chapel is to provide
a special time for our younger worshipers to learn about the elements of the
worship service and worship in a childappropriate setting. The second Sunday
of the month will feature Chapel for
grades K-2, and the fourth Sunday of
the month will feature Chapel for
grades 3-5.
Jennifer Carlton is preparing the curriculum for Chapel,
which will follow the pattern of our traditional worship services. Each lesson will focus in an age-appropriate way on a
different element of the worship service.
Children attending Chapel will register in the Atrium before
worship, attend the beginning of worship with their parents,
then follow volunteers downstairs to the Kids' Kingdom after
Children's Time.
If you are planning to have your child participate, please fill
out the registration form, which can be found here [hyperlink
to form]. Forms can be returned to the Children's Chapel registration table, which will be located in the Atrium each week
that we have Chapel. Parents, in addition to providing this
form to be on file, please register your child for Chapel
each time they attend. Your child will receive a nametag, and
you will be given any specific instructions that are needed. Children can be picked up from Chapel in the Kids' Kingdom following worship.
In order to comply with our Safe Sanctuaries policy, at least
one additional adult will be needed for each Chapel session.
Parents of children who are registered for Chapel will be asked
to volunteer on a rotating basis, and we thank you in advance
for helping provide this worship opportunity for our children.
If you have any questions about Children's Chapel, please
contact Jennifer Carlton (jenniferjcarlton@gmail.com).

Glen Lake Camp Summer Registration Open
Glen Lake Camp, located in Glen Rose, TX, is a ministry of the
Central Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church.
Registration for family and invididual camps are now at
www.glenlake.org. Camperships are available. Contact the
church office for financial aid for camp tuition.
Register at www.glenlake.org
for these camps:
Family Day Camp Grades K-6
June 8
Camp A Grades 6,7, and 8
June 9-14
Mother/Daughter Camp
Grades 1,2
June 14-15
Father/Son Camp Grades 1, 2
June 14-15
Camp B Grades 7, 8, and 9
June 16-21
Family Camp 1 K-3
June 20-22
Camp C Grades 9-13
June 23-28
Camp D Grades 5, 6
July 7-12
Family Camp 2 K-3
July 11-13
Camp E Grades 4, 5, 6
July 14-19
Camp F Grades 3, 4
July 21-24
Family Camp 3 Grades K-3
July 25-27

Photos of AHUMC kids at
Glen Lake Camp

(Several AHUMC members will
be attending Camps F and D)

Thank You!

Thank you for contributing to the sacked
lunches we delivered to the day laborers at
the Fort Worth Stock Show. We delivered
250 lunches and several cases of bottled
water. Thank you!

Thank You!

The United Methodist Men raised nearly
$1,400 with their recent pancake breakfast. All
proceeds will go to the Forefathers’ Scholarship fund. The Forefathers’ Scholarship is
awarded annually to an AHUMC member
seeking higher education. For more information about the scholarship, please contact Jack
Smith at ahummen@yahoo.com.

Thank you!
The Children’s Choirs wish to thank
you for purchasing baked goods at
their sale on Sunday. More than
$1,300 was raised for our children’s
choirs.

Lenten Personal Study
Join with us this Lent as we journey
through the Bible together.
Gospeled Lives
a Wednesday night study
based on the book by
John Indermark. Led each
Wednesday at 6:15 p.m.
by Rev. Mary Spradlin. This
study begins Feb. 20.

24 Hours that Changed the
World by Adam Hamilton
Led by Rev. Nancy Allen each
Sunday at 10 a.m. at Grace
UMC. Study led by Dr. Jim Allen at AHUMC during the 9:40
a.m. middle hour. This study
begins Feb. 17.

A Place at the Table by
Chris Seay
This study is a 40-day
commitment to eating
like the poor. Led by
Rev. Mary Spradlin, the
group will meet each
Sunday at 4 p.m.

Corporate Worship

Prayer Labyrinth
Available all day each Sunday during Lent.
Bring your small group, family, or come alone to
participate in a prayer walk in the Fellowship
Hall. For those who would like a formal introduction to the labyrinth, please attend Labyrinth Orientation on Sunday, Feb. 17 at 5 p.m.

All-Church Events

Walking the Way
Sunday, March 24 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Join us as we get ready for Easter in a multigenerational event. We’ll eat dinner, stuff
Easter Eggs, and participate in
activities that will prepare our families for the
glory of the risen Christ!
Easter Egg Hunt
at North Hi Mount Elementary Saturday,
March 30 at 9:45 a.m.
Join us for bounce houses, egg hunts,
photos with the Easter Bunny, and more, all
at our Community Easter Egg Hunt.
Pre-K Hunt at 10:15 a.m.
K-2nd grade Hunt at 10:30 a.m.
3rd-5th grade Hunt at 10:45 a.m.

Bible Studies for Children
Sticking With God
Fourth through sixth graders are invited to join
us for a Bible study focusing on the Parable
of the Soils (Mark 4) each Sunday from 4 to 5
p.m. As part of the study,
children will make creations from duct tape.
These creations will be offered for sale in the
Atrium on Palm Sunday, March 23. Proceeds
from the craft sale will benefit upcoming
youth mission trips.
The Rock
Children ages kindergarten through fifth
grade are invited to experience and learn
Bible stories and scripture through games,
crafts, and mission projects at The Rock each
Wednesday from 6:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. The
Rock will study The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus by Adam Hamilton this Lenten
season.

The Middle Service
9:45 a.m. each Sunday in the Sanctuary Our
messages during Lent will follow the Gospeled
Lives Bible study by John Indermark. (Also available on Wednesday nights)
Service of Healing and Hope
This will be a contemplative time to bring your
burdens to God. This service will be held
Wednesday, March 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Taize Worship Service
March 17 and 24 at 5 p.m. in Atrium Chapel
This worship service is a quiet interlude in the
busyness of life.
Noon Concert
Tuesday, March 26 at noon
Join us for a light lunch and beautiful music in
the Atrium Chapel. Lunch is $5. Reservations
accepted though the church office.
Palm Sunday Worship Services
March 24 at 8:30, 9:45, and 10:50 a.m. Hosanna!
Our children will lead us in a palm
processional as we remember Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem.
Holy Thursday Worship Service
March 28 at 7 p.m.
Communion will be served as we remember
the Last Supper Jesus shared with his disciples.
Join us as we remember the events of Holy
Week.
Good Friday Service
Remembering Jesus’ crucifixion, our
Chancel Choir will present "Seven Last Words of
Christ" by Dubois, Friday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m.
Grace UMC will offer a contemplative Good
Friday worship service March 29 at noon.
Easter Worship Services
Sunday, March 31 at 7:00 a.m. (youth-led), 8:00
a.m., 9:30 a.m. (contemporary), and 11:00 a.m.

As part of Room In The
Inn, homeless women receive home-cooked
meals and a safe place
to sleep. Each meal begins with a prayer.
Photos by Sarah Boyette

Stock
Show
time at
Haupt
Preschool
Room In the Inn continues through
February

Room In the Inn, our ministry with the homeless, will
continue each Thursday through the end of the month. It
will begin again in July.
This season of Room In The Inn
has included involvement by Four Star
Café Downtown (815 Houston Street
Ste. B). The café donates lunches for
our guests each week.
Graham Browning, the owner of
Four Star Café Downtown, was purchasing food at Sam’s Warehouse this
fall when he was approached by RITI
coordinators, Robbie Patton and Carolyn West. As all three
tell the story, Graham was asked if he owned a restaurant.
His confirmation was followed by, “Do you want to donate
food to our homeless guests at AHUMC?” Graham agreed.
As Graham tells it, “I believe, that as believers we have
been so deeply blessed by the grace of Jesus Christ, that we
are called to be a blessing to others! Jesus also has commanded us to give to those in need. When presented with this
opportunity, it seemed the perfect situation to do just that!”

Stock show season was celebrated at Mildred
Haupt preschool. Each student was invited to
dress in western clothes and eat chuck-wagon
style. A petting zoo was also available on the
church lawn. Photos by Sarah Boyette

Kairos Outside Feb. 22-24

Best Wishes to Bill Sumner!

Because of recent changes in the
church’s budget, our custodial staff has
been reduced from 3 full time employees to two. Paula and Rick Trevino will
remain on staff and will be working hard
to distribute their increased work load
and fill the absence left by Facilities
Manager Bill Sumner.
It is with heavy hearts that we say
goodbye to Bill, who provided faithful
ministry to AHUMC for 16 years.
This is a difficult change for our
church and we wish Bill all the best. If
you would like to show your appreciation for Bill, please bring your
cards and gifts to the church office and we will ensure that he receives them.

KidsHope USA meeting March 3
Paul Cox built this wooden cross for display at
Kairos Outside, which will be Feb. 22-24 in
Clifton, Texas. The Kairos Outside ministry
helps those who have loved ones incarcerated. Please pray for the Kairos Outside
weekend and all the AHUMC members involved.

There will be a KidsHope USA volunteer meeting
Sunday, March 3 from 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. Any current and prospective Mentors and Prayer Partners as
well as curious / interested individuals are invited to
attend this important meeting. Lunch will be provided.
For more information, please contact Linda Allen at
lallen1475@aol.com or 817-991-3808.

Photo by Sarah Boyette

AHUMC youth collected more than $800 for the
Souper Bowl of Caring. All donations went directly to
Church on the Slab, a church that ministers to the
homeless of Fort Worth.
Photo by Sarah Boyette

Children Participated in Visioning Event
Children participated in our all-church visioning event,
too, emphasizing our membership vows of prayers,
prescence, gifts, service, and witness. Here, our children pray with a praying figure created by molding the
body parts of several children. Indeed we are one
body with many parts!
Photo courtesy of Wendie Lunsford

Finance Report
Introduction to Finance Committee
I am Tom Gooch, the 2013 Finance Committee Chair for
AHUMC. This is the first of a series of updates on church finances that I plan to provide this year. If you have questions on
our financial situation, please contact me or other members of
the committee. I can be reached at 817/602-0492 or
tcg@freese.com. Finance Committee members include Chad
Bradford, Matt Harris, Karen Janak, Luana Marler, Greg
Simons, David Turpin, David Van Eaton, and Beth Wertman.
Others on the Finance Committee by virtue of their church
offices are Stu Aldredge (Lay Leader), Tommy Boyd (Trustees
Chair), Susan Coleman (Discipleship Council Chair), Byron
Hammer (Endowment Committee Chair), George Johns
(Treasurer), Linda Nevitt (Staff-Parish Relations Chair), Sue
McQuistion (Business Administrator), and Mary Spradlin
(Senior Pastor).

2012 Financial Results
The table at the end of this article summarizes our financial
results for 2012, showing budgeted and actual expenditures by
category. We were able to pay all of our bills in 2012, and we
met our connectional giving obligations. (Connectional giving,
formerly called apportionments, is our share of the worldwide
mission and organization expenses of the Methodist Church.)
Our income fell short of the budget, but we were able to
control expenditures. Generous giving late in the year brought
us close to meeting our needs, and the final gap was closed by
use of some accumulated income from endowment funds and
Lord’s Acre funds from the Trustees.
In 2013 we hope to meet our financial needs with current
income alone, and we have set a lower budget for 2013 to make
this happen. Giving is off to a good start this year - your support is helping AHUMC’s ministry flourish. I will provide an
outline of the 2013 budget in the next few weeks, and I will
also provide periodic financial updates through the year.

2012 Income and Expenditures
Category

Budget

Actual

Income
Pledges and Contributions

$925,989

Other Gifts (Loose Plate, Special, etc.)

$68,957

Other Income (Preschool, Grace, etc.)

$40,920

Transfer from Endowment/Lords Acre

$22,982
$1,090,808

$1,058,848

Expenditures

Our confirmands enjoyed helping
pack lunches for Stock Show day
laborers. Here David Durkin jumps in
to help.

Administration

$41,000

$29,965

Christian Formation

$21,000

$13,704

Evangelism

$12,200

$6,561

Photo by Christy Barto

Personnel

$565,487

$545,140

Below: Our confirmands enjoyed
game night with their mentors.

Trustees

$301,000

$304,686

Worship

$12,230

$10,679

$137,891

$137,891

$1,090,808

$1,048,626

$0

$10,222

Photo by Christy Barto

Connectional Giving (Apportionments)

Income above Expenditures

Ministry Staff:
Rev. Mary Spradlin, Senior Minister
Rev. Nancy Allen, Associate Minister
Rev. Grant Palma, Associate Minister
Christy Barto, Seminary Intern
Josh Ingram, Youth Director
Anne Bloesser, Haupt Preschool
Director
Angela Pasquet, Nursery Director
Dr. Steve Simons, Chancel Choir
Director
Tani Simons, Children’s Choir Director
Frank Shroyer, Music Associate
Gwen Patteson, Administrative Assistant
Sue McCuistion, Finance Administrator
Sarah Boyette, Communications
Coordinator
Rick and Paula Trevino, Custodians
Monica Kintigh, Adjunct Staff/Licensed
Counselor
(For an appointment with Dr. Kintigh,
call 817-528-5613)
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Representatives from
AHUMC’s United Methodist
Women unit recently traveled to Austin to participate in a UMW Legislative
event. The top five issues
UMW focused on for action
were: water, education,
predatory lending, Medicaid, and criminal justice/ mental health.
UMW members visited with our state legislators and asked
them:
1) Water: to approve funding and expand our water plan, to
prioritize and assure fair access to meet basic needs for all Texans.
2) Education: to restore the cuts, fund the growth, and prevent
the flow of money to private schools, as well as replace the current testing system with a better testing system.
2) Predatory lending: to properly regulate to insure transparency, affordability and to break the cycle of debt.
4) Medicaid extension: to make it smart, fair, and affordable.
5) Criminal justice/ mental health: to humanize the system with
effective programs, eliminate harsh programs such as administration segregation, and address pipeline issues, such as truancy and
misdemeanor drug charges.
To understand the issues better, please
see www.texasimpact.org for more information and what actions
we can take for our voices to be heard.
The next UMW event will be “Sing a Rainbow” on Saturday,
Feb.16 at First United Methodist Church in Joshua. Register for the
event online at www.ctcumw.org.

Our condolences
go to the Albright family on the death of
Jakob Lange. Services were held at
AHUMC on Tuesday.

Save the
Date!
Vacation
Bible
School will
be
July 14-18
from 6 to 8 p.m.
Contact Alli Smith at
817-793-7850 for information.

