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Power of One Fund
Grows

Ash Wednesday Worship
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Gospeled Lives, a Wednesday Night Study based on the
book by John Indermark. Led each week at 6:15 p.m. by
Rev. Mary Spradlin
24 Hours that Changed the World by Adam Hamilton
Led by Rev. Nancy Allen each Sunday at 10 a.m. at
Grace UMC Study led by Dr. Jim Allen at AHUMC during
the 9:40 a.m. middle hour.
Prayer Labyrinth
Available each Sunday during Lent
Healing Service
Wednesday, March 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Taize Worship Service
March 17 and 24 at 5 p.m.
Palm Sunday Worship Services
March 24 at 8:30, 9:45, and 10:50 a.m.
Holy Thursday Worship Service
March 28 at 7 p.m.
Good Friday Service: Chancel Choir presents "Seven Last
Words of Christ" by Dubois, Friday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 30
Easter Worship Services
Sunday, March 31 at 7:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and
11:00 a.m.

Last October, Stewardship Co-Chair
Allen Lutes invited our congregation to
participate together in "The Power of
One." Each time we participate in Our
Time of Extravagant Generosity during
worship, you are invited to put $1.00 in the
plate, in addition to your pledged giving to
the church. This "holy habit" serves many
purposes. It serves as a spiritual discipline,
something we intentionally do to honor our
generous God. It also provides an opportunity for those who write checks once a
month, those who have their pledge directly
debited from their account, or those who
give online to participate in this act of worship. Your pledge may go in the plate on
the first Sunday of the month; but every
Sunday, you can participate in The Power
of One. Finally, this practice provides a
special fund that can be used missionally to
meet needs outside of our church budget.
Each week, the single dollar bills that
come in the offering plate are put into The
Power of One account. We currently have
$549 in this account. This could be used to
provide scholarships for children and youth
who go to camp. It could be used to supplement dollars needed for continuing education for our staff and laity. It could be
used to provide seed money for a new ministry that we have not yet conceived.
We do not know what use God will find
for this money. But it is exciting to consider
who will benefit, both spiritually and materially, through The Power of One. Thank
you for your faithful giving.
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The beginning of the year
is a time when people's
thoughts naturally turn to
the question of change:
How will this year be different from last year? What
will I do differently this
year? We typically spend
some time dwelling in the
nostalgia of the past, but then we look forward with anticipation and hope to what will come next.
The new year provides a natural time for churches to think
about change as well; but churches are notorious for resisting
change. The stereotypical church likes to do things "the way
we've always done it." But the reality, for any church, is that we
cannot move ahead, doing all things they way they have always
been done. The world moves on. Churches across the globe
find themselves ministering to a "post-Christian" world: a
world where young people who have been brought up in the
church do not automatically continue to identify with the
Christian faith, a world where many young people were not
raised in the Christian faith. Nondenominational churches
thrive in communities, including ours, that used to have only
traditional denominations represented.
So it is good and fitting for our church to spend some time
reflecting on many questions, including the question of change.
How does our congregation represent ourselves beyond our
church walls? What is the mission of our congregation, and
how are we making that mission known? Is it clear that the
ministry programs of our church fit this mission? What do we
need to start doing as a church? What do we need to stop doing? And always, always, the question of "Why?" Why do we do
______________? What is the purpose of this ministry?
I recently met with a group of people to discuss our children's ministry. We applied this question of "Why?" to our

Grow to the Fifth Update

Last year the Adult Ministry Team
introduced the Grow to the Fifth
Discipleship Map as well as the Discipleship Opportunities for Adults
Catalog. As you are saying goodbye
to 2012 and hello to 2013, please
take time to review these documents.
Were you able to “plug-in” to the
opportunities you wanted to? What
were the results? Have you “grown
to the fifth?”
For more information on the catalog or the Grow to the
Fifth concept, please visit our website, www.ahumcfw.org
and click on the links on the homepage. Discipleship
maps and catalogs are also available at the atrium welcome desk and the church office.

Easter Egg Hunt. Why do we do this event? Many answers are
possible: to provide a fun fellowship event for children and
families; to teach children about the Easter story; to connect
with the children and families of our adopt-a-school, North Hi
Mount; to provide a community outreach event that makes our
church visible at a location that is not on our church property.
Before we make further plans for this year's Egg Hunt, these
this question of “why?” needs to be addressed and answered.
Do we design an event to meets all of these purposes? Or do
we focus on one or two reasons and shape the event that way?
Should this event be planned by the Children's Council, or
should Missions or Evangelism plan this event? Should our
Lenten events for children include an Egg Hunt and also a
separate event, so that more of these purposes can be met?
These are the kinds of questions that I hope we will be asking in every area of ministry at AHUMC. Why do we do this
event? Who does it serve? Do we need to tweak this event to
better fit our goals for this event? This is not just the work of
the staff or the Discipleship Council or church committees.
Every church member is invited to consider these questions
about the ministries of our church.
This Saturday, we will gather together from 9:00 - 12:30 to
begin a visioning process for our congregation that will help us
answer this "Why?" question throughout the year. I hope you
will be able to attend to give your voice to these questions.
(There will be follow-up opportunities for those who cannot be
present to give input.) If you are able to attend, but have not
made a reservation, please email me at revspradlin@gmail.com
and I will add you to the list.
I look forward to visioning together this Saturday.
God Bless,

Mary

Preschool Registration opens Feb. 11
Haupt Preschool is a ministry of AHUMC
and provides for the growth and development
of the whole child. The preschool accepts
children who are 2 by September 1, through
pre-kindergarten. We also offer a Mother’s
Day Out program for children who turn one
by September 1. Our school is a part-time preschool and all
classroom activities are developmentally appropriate. A love for
learning is fostered through a Christian environment, rich in
opportunities for growth. We offer music, chapel, Spanish
word of the week, and curriculum designed around the needs
of each class. We also have a soccer coach who teaches the
children sportsmanship and athleticism.
Registration opens for the 2013-2014 school year for church
members on Feb. 11 beginning at 9am in the Atrium. Please
contact the office for more information. I invite you to stop by
and take a tour!—Anne Bloesser, Director 817-731-0662

La Posada, our live nativity, in pictures
Photos by Sarah Boyette

Referred to as the “Shepettes”,
Perin Lopez, Gunther Caraway and
Daniel Lopez, were shepherds at La
Posada.
Angels danced liturgical dances at La Posada.
Brie, Jackie, Mary, and Victoria Kilgore joined
Jennifer Kirk and Laura Brown to celebrate the
birth of Jesus with dancing.

Kevin and Lacy Stark and baby
Ellie Beth were the Holy Family this
year.

With angels, shepherds, kings, and camels, La
Posada was a sight to behold.

Thank you to Eunice Lopez for your hard
work in organizing La Posada! We have
heard from many who expressed their
gratitude to our congregation for this gift to
the community.

Mary Kilgore and James Hinsey both participated in the performance.

Staff Changes at AHUMC

End of Year Financial Report

Many of you were present on Jan. 6 when
we announced in worship that Rev. Nancy
Allen will retire, effective this coming June.
Our congregation has been blessed by
Nancy's leadership since 2008 when she
came to Arlington Heights UMC as Associate Pastor. Nancy's ministry has primarily
been in the areas of Worship, Christian
Formation, Pastoral Care and Missions; but
there are few areas of ministry at our
church where Nancy's pastoral leadership has not been felt. She
has been an asset to our congregation in many ways, and we
know that she will be greatly missed.
The good news is that Nancy will continue to be in ministry
with us for the next five months. After that time, she will enjoy
traveling with Jim, who has recently retired, and spending more
time with her children and grandchildren. We have been
blessed by Nancy's presence, her leadership, and her friendship;
but it's hard to argue with a Grandma who wants more time
with her grandkids!
Another staff change that has already
occurred involves Christy Barto. Christy
was hired in 2011 as our Director of Children's Ministries. This year, she is completing her Supervised Ministry (similar to
an internship) through Brite Divinity
School, where she is pursuing a Masters
of Divinity degree. In order to give
Christy experience in a broader range of
ministry areas during the spring, we have
changed Christy's position to that of Ministerial Intern. For the next five months, as Christy finishes her
Supervised Ministry, lay members will provide leadership in
children's ministry. The SPR will begin a search for a new parttime Children's Director, and we anticipate filling this position
in June. During the next five months, Christy will provide leadership in worship, missions, adult ministries and pastoral care,
both at AHUMC and at Grace. Our role as teaching congregation is a familiar one, and I know AHUMC members will give
Christy much support, as we have done in the past with many
previous interns. I hope you will wish Christy well as she expands her ministry experiences in our congregation.
—Mary

The wonderful news with which we begin our year is that
Arlington Heights UMC paid
out our apportionments!
There are certain missional
and administrative costs associated with our district,
conference and denomination that are supported by
every church in the connection. Our portion of these
costs ("apportionment") is
based on the amount of
money we spent (not including capital expenses and missional
giving) two years ago. Each year, we include in our budget the
apportionment amount we are given for the coming year, and
we work together to make this payment in addition to our operating expenses, capital expenses and additional missional giving. AHUMC has not been able to make our full apportionment payment for a number of years, but our 2012 apportionments were paid in full! Thank you to all who gave generously
to help us meet our missional obligation.
Our (revised) budget for 2012 was $1,090,808. The amount
we received was $1,058,846 (97.1% of budget). Our spending
for the year was $1,048,626 (96.1% of budget). Our budget for
2013 is $1,055,770.
Thank you to all who give so generously to bring glory to
God through the ministries of our congregation. And thank
you to all who have worked so diligently to assure that we are
using these gifts wisely.

Santa Claus, in the persons of Linda and Jay
Kornman, made a
huge contribution to
the Prayer Shawl Ministry this month. They donated many bags full
of yarn to the ministry. These yarns will be
used to create gifts of lap robes, prayer
shawls, baby blankets, and caps and scarves
for this ministry.

We also offer prayers of sympathy to:

Our condolences
Our prayers are with
family and friends
touched by the life of
Wilma Smith, who
passed away.
Also to family and
friends of Bill Riley, who died.

Jimmy Jones on the death of his brother.
Pam and Jerry Price on the death of Pam’s father, Willie Preslicka.
Betty Cox and family on the death of her sister, Jean Barksdale.

Thank You!

Thank you! Thank you! Thank
you!
I am so excited! Just having
come from our third Kairos
Outside team meeting and seeing where the tea party for our
guests whose lives have been
impacted by incarceration will be held, the whole picture is
coming into focus. You ladies have entered the prison ministry
by providing the beautiful, varied, fragile, and sturdy cups and
saucers for their welcoming event, the beginning of their whole
Karos Outside weekend.
There are almost 100 choices for them! Your response has
been a beautiful sharing of your time and resources. There are
even a lovely cream and sugar set and a large teapot. The
weekend-Kairos outside of Central Texas #1 will be held at a
Christian Retreat Center out of Clifton, Texas, Feb. 22-24.
Your cups and saucers will be ministering to the guests between 5 and 6:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 22. Please remember these
ladies and the KOCT #1 team in prayer that days throughout
the weekend.
There is a great need for two or three ladies to come and
serve as “angels” (presence felt, not seen) to help me prepare
for the tea party and clean up afterward. Call me if you’d be
interested. Thank you for all you’ve done.
–Joy Perry (817-797-5980)

What a Wonderful
World
Chancel Choir Dinner
Theater
Friday, Feb. 15 at 7 p.m.
Join us for delicious
food and even better entertainment!
Tickets are $12.50 for adults and $7.50
for children. Buy yours in the atrium
soon!
AHUMC youth will
collect coins and
other monetary
donations in pots
on Sunday, Feb. 3.
As part of the
Souper Bowl of Caring, the money collected will go to a local charity.

AHUMC participates in United Methodist
Campout
If you have a
camping trailer or
motorhome and
would like to camp
with Christian
friends, please join
us at Texas RV
March 4-7 in Athens, Texas. We will
have devotions
each evening followed by table games or a puzzle. There will be a potluck one
night and most likely a beanbag baseball game. Our group is the
National United Methodist Campers (NUMC). Our Central
Texas Conference is the geographic area for Chapter 16, and
there are four other chapters in Texas. Each Chapter also has a
mission project. Ours is Aldersgate Enrichment Center in
Brownwood. We schedule work sessions there several times per
year and three NUMC members are on the Board of Directors.
Contact Carol Jean and Jack Paige 817-263-0660 or Mary
Cook 817-688-9209.
Photo shows Carol Jean Paige among others in the
CTCUMC camping group. Photo courtesy of Mary Cook

Youth Council planning new year
It’s planning time in youth ministry and I’m happy to report
the youth council is off and running to plan the rest of the
school year and into the summer. We
met Sunday evening, Jan. 13, and discussed a great number of events and issues all to be handled by this group of
elected leaders. On this council, we have
officers, grade level representatives, and
“Grow to the 5th” committee chairs.
The president, vice president, secretary,
and treasurer function to oversee and
guide the entire youth program while the grade level representatives serve as a liaison between their classmates and the youth
council. The Grow to the 5th committee chairs assemble a committee for Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional
Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity respectively and focus their efforts in
event planning and programmatic elements to help our youth
focus on those five ideals.
One might think it unnerving to give teenagers so much responsibility but as you will see the lessons they will learn about
taking ownership and responsibility, leadership, management
and countless other meaningful life skills will be extraordinarily
beneficial to them and to the church in the future. As they learn
these valuable skills they will be honing their natural talents, expanding our ministry, and growing in their faith.
Matthew 25:21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s
happiness!’
—Josh Ingram

Ministry Staff:
Rev. Mary Spradlin, Senior Minister
Rev. Nancy Allen, Associate Minister
Rev. Grant Palma, Associate Minister
Christy Barto, Seminary Intern
Josh Ingram, Youth Director
Anne Bloesser, Haupt Preschool Director
Angela Pasquet, Nursery Director
Dr. Steve Simons, Chancel Choir Director
Tani Simons, Children’s Choir Director
Frank Shroyer, Music Associate
Gwen Patteson, Administrative Assistant
Sue McCuistion, Finance Administrator
Sarah Boyette, Communications
Coordinator
Bill Sumner, Building Superintendent
Rick and Paula Trevino, Custodians
Monica Kintigh, Adjunct Staff/Licensed
Counselor
(For an appointment with Dr. Kintigh,
call 817-528-5613)
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It's Stock Show Lunch time!
AHUMC will be collecting non-perishable food
items to supply 225 lunches for Stock Show workers. Many of these day laborers live at homeless
shelters and depend on their wages to meet basic
needs. With shifts that begin early and end late,
some laborers miss meal times at area shelters. The
Sack Lunch Chuck Wagon provides a convenient
and affordable option to skipping meals or eating
out.
Please bring the following items to the Atrium by
Sunday, Jan. 27. Thank you!
Vienna Sausages or pop-top cans of tuna/other meat, fruit cups or apple
sauce, peanut butter crackers, fruit juice, pudding cups, individual packages of pretzels, cookies, granola bars, or Poptarts. Cases of bottled water
will also be accepted.

If you are a group leader or
committee chair, please make
sure you submit your 2013
meeting dates to the church
office so we may put them on
the calendar. Pick up a form at
the front desk or email
ahumc@ahumc.com for information.

Congratulations Graduates!
Andrew
Lobrecht
graduated
in December from
Texas Wesleyan
University with a chemistry
degree.
Wesley Patteson graduated
from University of North Texas
with a degree in computer
science engineering.
If you know of any other midyear graduates, please email
their names and schools to
news@ahumc.com so we
may recognize them!

