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Welcome Rev. Dr. Jim Pledger
and wife, Kay!
Our new associate pastor, Rev. Dr. Jim Pledger likes
drawing cartoons, reading murder mysteries, and the name
Nigel.
In books, nothing exciting happens to men named Jim,
Dr. Pledger said. Men named Nigel, however, are often at
the center of drama and excitement in literature.
“I
have a
great
sense of
humor,”
Dr.
Pledger
said.
“You
have
plenty of
opportunity to cry
in ministry, so you have to intentionally balance that out and laugh
when you can. I also incorporate humor in my preaching
to keep people paying attention. Ministry needs to be fun.”
Dr. Pledger joined our staff at the beginning of July. He
is joined by his wife, Kay. Dr. Pledger recently retired as
senior pastor at FUMC Sherman. He and his wife had already planned to relocate to Fort Worth to be closer to the
grandchildren, so AHUMC was a great fit.
Dr. Pledger and Kay have been married 44 years and are
parents to two daughters, Beth and Lindsey. They also
have three grandchildren who call them Poppy and
DeeDee.
“My kids got together and picked out the names for
their own grandparents,” he said, laughing. “We didn’t get
to pick them.”
British mysteries are a favorite pastime. Dr. Pledger
said he and Kay are passionate about Texas Rangers baseball. Kay watches every game to the finish but when Jim
gets frustrated, he escapes with a good book. Rev. Grant
Palma has two commonalities with Dr. Pledger. They were
both born in Arkansas and they both like Southern rock, he
said. Writing is also an interest of Dr. Pledger’s. He writes
papers on the changing dynamics of the church and has
hope for the United Methodist Church.
“I have a real passion for the renewal of the UMC,” he
said. “Given the right direction, I think the UMC is poised
to become the church of the 21st century.”
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Aug. 25 is Promotion Sunday
Join us on Aug. 25 as we celebrate our children. This will be Promotion Sunday,
where all students begin attending the Sunday School of the grade they are entering.
Confirmands will begin the journey of their
confirmation year.
During worship service, we will have special Blessing of
the Backpacks. Students of all ages (including college)
and teachers are encouraged to bring their backpack,
lunchbox, or briefcase for a blessing. We will also recognize our kindergarteners and say a prayer for them as they
embark on their first year of formal schooling.
This is an important Sunday each year. You won’t want
to miss it!

Make a friend
Volunteer at RITI!
Room In The Inn, our ministry with the homeless
women of Fort Worth, began again this month. Each
Thursday night up to 12 ladies travel in our church bus
from the Day Resource Center to AHUMC. They are
fed delicious home-cooked food and offered a clean,
cool, secure place to sleep.
Volunteers are always welcome, but even if you haven’t
signed up ahead of time, just drop by! Stay for a chat or
stay for dinner. Build a relationship and change your life.
Children are always welcome.
Contact Carolyn West at 817-228-8346 for more information, or just show up.

Bryan Bruton helped kick off RITI’s
summer season with a cookout.
Photo by Rev. Mary Spradlin
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God leads the humble in what is
right, and teaches the humble his
way. - Psalm 25:9

Every now and again, it is
good to be humble. I admitted a couple of months
ago that I was backtracking
on my initial resistance to
reading the Bible in 90 Days. And, now that we have 5 groups
in full swing, I can say that I am glad I stopped resisting this
method of reading the Bible. I still prefer a more in-depth
study, but I have been so encouraged by the conversations I've
heard among people who are reading the scriptures this summer. And I'm extremely encouraged by the number of people
who keep on coming. We're reading our Bibles! And that is a
good thing. And those who are not participating are also
(hopefully) benefitting from the sermons that keep pace with
the readings. Together, we are experiencing the broad scope of
the Bible, and the broad scope of God's love for us.
As our visioning team is looking at the "why" of Arlington
Heights UMC, we are receiving affirmations of our church's
strengths in hospitality and welcoming, missions and music. We
hear from people who like the size of the church, the friendliness of the people, the engagement with the community, and
our commitment to excellent music. All of these things are valued, and all are important. What is mentioned far less often,
however, is a commitment to worship and personal spiritual
growth, two key things that make a church different from a
recreational or social club. I do not doubt that church members
understand this, so I wonder if these are mentioned less often
because they are assumed or taken for granted.
And this makes me wonder how our church is represented
beyond our church walls. When members talk about our
church, do they talk about connecting with God here? And if
not, why not? I would love for people to be drawn to our
church because it is clear that our members find this to be a
place where they grow in faith. Is this part of the "why" of
AHUMC? If so, how are we sharing this? If not, why not?
I invite your comments on this. Please contact me at
revspradlin@gmail.com or 817.601.5724.
God Bless,

Rev. Mary

Kairos Prison Ministry Update
Six AHUMC members helped serve at the Kairos Prison
Ministry weekend in Venus, Texas recently. Charles and Joy
Perry and Tabitha Bruton were part of the outside support
team. The outside team creates meals, snacks, inmate letters,
table placemats, and serves as
prayer partners to the inmates as
well as numerous other activities
of support.
Bryan Bruton, Robbie Patton, and Paul Cox participated
on the inside team of volunteers. The inside team members are
directly involved with the 42 participating inmates from Thursday afternoon until Sunday afternoon in non-denominational,
Christian-based ministry.
The weekend’s agenda included various topical talks from
making choices to taking caution to include Christ in every day
life both while incarcerated and after release.
The volunteers for both the inside and outside team are
continually seeking others who would like to know more about
this face-to-face Christian ministry. More than 250 years ago,
John Wesley made prison ministry an integral part of his mission work in England. This can truly change lives and impact
families of both the incarcerated and the volunteers.
Another related ministry is Kairos Outside. This is for
women related to or affected by the incarceration of a father,
husband, male relative, or male friend. This weekend ministry
is designed to offer encouragement and Christian love to these
women as they deal with the issues of living on the outside during their loved one’s incarceration.
In other Kairos news, thank you to Paul Cox for handcrafting beautiful Adirondack chairs which were recently gifted in a
raffle. Thank you also to Jim and Olga Gotcher who are now
twice the recipients of this raffle. The Gotchers have decided
to donate their prize to this year’s Fall-Festival/Lord’s Acre to
be auctioned. Thank you also for all the support from individual AHUMC members as well as the Genesis Partners and
Joint Venturers classes who support this vital ministry with
contributions and prayers.
Stephen Ministry is a lay-person led ministry that provides
one-to-one Christian care to individuals facing life challenges
or difficulties. Stephen Ministers participate in 50 hours of
training in caregiving, including general topics such as listening,
feelings, boundaries, assertiveness, and using
community and Christian resources in caregiving.
A new training class is forming in August.
Applications are in the AHUMC office.
Please turn in your application by July 31, 2013,
to Gwen Patteson in the church office.
Interviews for new trainees will be in early August.
Contact Monica Kintigh at 817-528-5613 or
monica.kintigh@att.net for more information.

KidsHope bookshelves
North Hi Mount Elementary’s school year ended with a celebratory picnic for the fifth graders. Each child received a bag of books and a bookshelf made by AHUMC volunteers. Next year will be another exciting
school year at North Hi Mount. To get involved with our KidsHope mentoring program there, please contact Linda Allen at lallen1475@aol.com.

North Hi Mount Elementary is
one of our adopted schools.
As part of our relationship with
the school, we provide mentors for selected students as
well as volunteers for school
events and donations throughout the year. North Hi Mount is
a Title I school which means
that many of the students who
attend the school come from
low-income homes.
At the fifth grade picnic, each fifth grader
received a handmade bookcase made by
AHUMC and a bag of books. The North Hi
Mount Elementary teachers distributed the
books, making sure each child received
books on their level.
Photos courtesy of Eunice Lopez

Hooray for the USA!
Thank you to the Chancel Choir for presenting a fantastic patriotic concert as well as
hosting a delicious indoor picnic lunch. We
all had a great time!
Photo by Rev. Mary Spradlin

Details on the 2013 Budget – Part 1
Tom Gooch, Finance Chair
This is the first of two reports giving more detail on the 2013 budget for Arlington Heights United Methodist. The table at
the bottom of this article lists the amount budgeted for each general category. This article will give more detail on our
sources of income and the first four categories of expenditures – Administration, Christian Formation, Evangelism and Personnel. There will be another article on the remaining six expenditure categories in a couple of months.
Income
By far the largest part of our income is contributions from our members. We also get some income from Grace United
Methodist Church (because our pastors work with them), from the Haupt Preschool (for insurance and the use of facilities)
and from the Mothers’ Day Out Program (for the use of facilities).
Administration
The Administration category covers the expense of running our office (except for personnel). The largest subcategories are
computers and our website, office supplies, and postage for mailings.
Christian Formation
Christian Formation is for adult education and includes funds for adult curriculum, the adult library, Senior Adult Ministries,
our anniversary celebration scheduled for later this year, and other outreach to our members.
Evangelism
The Evangelism category is for outreach to the community and covers valet parkers, banners to display on Camp Bowie to
advertise special events, donuts and coffee, hospitality for our visitors, La Posada, and other activities of the Evangelism
Committee.
Personnel
The personnel category is slightly over half of our budget, and it covers salary and benefits for our staff. Our staff is an essential part of everything that happens at AHUMC. Our personnel include the senior and associate pastors, youth and children’s ministers, our music staff (choir director, organist, music associate, and children’s choir director), church secretary,
finance administrator, custodial staff, and nursery staff. When you consider all we ask of our staff, the money we spend on
personnel is a real bargain.

2013 Budget
Category
Income

Budget

Percent

$1,055,770

Expenditures
Administration

$39,364

3.7%

Christian Formation

$6,300

0.6%

Evangelism

$18,700

1.8%

Personnel

$544,350

51.6%

Trustees

$290,000

27.5%

Worship

$13,261

1.3%

Children's Ministry

$12,000

1.1%

Youth

$5,000

0.5%

$2,500

0.2%

$124,295

11.8%

Missions (This is money budgeted as “seed money” for mission projects and does
not reflect money given to missions - $46,215 in 2012)

Connectional Mission Giving (Apportionments)

Total Expenditures

$1,055,770

June 25, 26, and 27 we had a great time of
food, fellowship, and fun during June Jam.
We played games, prayed together, and
participated in enrichment courses.
Photos by Rev. Mary Spradlin

June Jam

Kids Hope Picnic at AHUMC
Once the school year was
over, our KidsHope mentors invited each student
and their families to a picnic at AHUMC. Chef Allen Lutes provided gourmet hot dogs and participants played games.

CTCYM: Youth in Mission in Blanchard, OK

CTCYM was a time filled
with laughter, hard work,
and prayers. On the way
home, the group had a
chance to visit the site of
Plaza Towers Elementary
School which was recently
destroyed by a tornado.

From the Youth Director:
Our youth mission trip to Blanchard, OK was a great success! We
joined with six other United Methodist churches in putting 13 work teams
in and around Blanchard to do a variety of construction and clean up jobs
for a week. Whether clearing brush,
painting a house, siding a shed, or just
having conversation with someone
who doesn’t get many visitors, our
youth took a week of their life to be
the hands and feet of Christ.
Even though it was hot and the
days were long our youth committed
fully to doing the work assigned to
them and showing the love of God in
the process. As if watching these
teens give up a week of their summer
wasn’t enough, we had the opportunity to experience one of the most
awesome and inspirational moments
I’ve ever experienced.
On the Saturday after the work
was done we were able to visit the city
of Moore and see the Plaza Towers
Elementary school and surrounding
neighborhood that was completely
destroyed during the May tornado.
Our youth responded to the emotions
of strangers, stood in silent reverence
at the shocking landscape, and most
amazingly, lined up to tell me how
they wanted to come back as soon as
possible to help some more. Let it
not be said that teens are not interested in serving others because ours
are driven to do it. Let me know if
you want to go back with us and be
inspired with me.
Be
God’s
Josh

Visioning Team Update
As part of our church's visioning process, a Visioning Team
led by Linda Allen began meeting a couple of months ago to
discuss the process of discerning our church's "why." Our time
is guided by personal spiritual growth study, and our early
meetings have helped us map a plan for discernment.
As a next step, we are preparing to hear from church members who feel passionately
about different areas of
ministry in our congregation. We are currently in
the process of inviting different church members to
give the Visioning Team
their "elevator speech"
about their special area of
ministry involvement. We
are not seeking to hear
about the nuts and bolts of
the ministry, but rather to hear about what it is about this ministry that evokes a sense of passion and commitment from the
people who provide leadership. Of course, we won't be able to
hear from every ministry of our congregation, but we are seeking to cover a wide cross-section of ministries. Our hope is that
common themes will arise in these conversations that will help
us better understand how to define the essence of why we exist
as a unique congregation.
As our process continues, updates will be shared with the
congregation. You are also welcome to contact any of the Visioning Team members: Linda Allen, Stu Arledge, Cherry
Richardson, Pam Price, Greg Hanson, Renee Seeds, Dick Summerhays, Gaby Rosas, Ken Evans, Barbara Nance, Rev. Grant
Palma and Rev. Mary Spradlin. Your prayers for this process
are also requested as we seek God's will for our congregation.

Announcing
Wendie Lunsford,
Children's Director
Wendie Lunsford will join
AHUMC staff as children’s
director on Aug. 1.
Wendie brings more than 20
years of experience working
with children and previous
service in children’s ministry at FUMC Hurst and Genesis
UMC.
Wendie’s husband Lynn Lunsford is an award-winning journalist.

Thank you!
On behalf of Arlington Heights United Methodist Women and
the United Community Centers I want to thank the members
of this congregation for their very generous contributions of
$256.00 in cash, and an estimated $1,06l.00 in goods. I am
truly overwhelmed at your generosity. The Community Centers are doing the work of Christ in our community and they
rely heavily on these contributions to get them through the
year. Thank you again for this wonderful gift.
Sincerely,
Nancy Herring, President, AHUMW

Need a new shirt?
This summer we’re using
the shirts on our back to
remind others that
“God is good all the
time.” Shirts are available in the atrium in
various sizes for $10
each.

Still pondering Sunday’s sermon?
Keep the conversation going on our
new blog,
Themondayconnection.blogspot.com

Read to Feed Summer Program in fullswing
Kids of all ages will enjoy participating
in the Heifer International summer reading program, Read to Feed. Each Thursday through Aug. 15, preschoolers
through fifth graders gather in the children’s library for stories, crafts, and
snacks. Programs last from 10 a.m. to noon.
The books your children read (or are read to) through the
summer are tallied and each child is invited to raise money for
their reading. All money goes directly to Heifer International,
which provides livestock and other animals to familes in third
world countries. The families learn trades and are literally fed
with gifts from Heifer International.
You can find more about this program at the table in the
atrium, on our website, or just by showing up. All are welcome
to join Read to Feed!

Ministry Staff:
Rev. Mary Spradlin, Senior Minister
Rev. Grant Palma, Associate Minister
Rev. Jim Pledger, Associate Minister
Allen Lutes, Seminary Intern
Josh Ingram, Youth Director
Wendie Lunsford, Children’s Director
Anne Bloesser, Haupt Preschool
Director
Angela Pasquet, Nursery Director
Dr. Steve Simons, Chancel Choir Director
Tani Simons, Children’s Choir Director
Frank Shroyer, Music Associate
Gwen Patteson, Administrative Assistant
Sue McCuistion, Finance Administrator
Sarah Boyette, Communications
Coordinator
Rick and Paula Trevino, Custodians
Monica Kintigh, Adjunct Staff/Licensed
Counselor
(For an appointment with Dr. Kintigh,
call 817-528-5613)
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Our condolences go to:
Deborah Wade and family on the
death of her father, Carl Thorell.
Ruby Sellers on the death of her
mother.

Go, Go UMW!
Members of our United Methodist Women recently joined
others in Baldwin, LA to volunteer at the Sager-Brown
branch of the United Methodist Committee on Relief.
Photo courtesy of Nancy Herring.

Joy!
Matt and Molly Harris welcomed their son, Preston on
June 20. He was 6 lb. 8 oz. and 19 inches long.

If you love to take
photos with a camera, or even your
phone, we are looking for a few good
pictures! Please send photos of your
church events to
news@ahumc.com.
If you want to be a part of our photography ministry team, please contact Sarah Boyette,
Communications Coordinator.

