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Staff Changes begin this month 
 
Rev. Nancy Allen to retire; last Sunday 

May 26 
Please join us for a time of food and fellowship as 
we celebrate the ministry of Rev. Nancy Allen and 
her husband, Dr. Jim, immediately following 10:50 
a.m. worship service on Sunday, May 26. 

 

Rev. Jim Pledger to join AHUMC staff this 

summer 
Rev. Jim Pledger, currently senior pastor at FUMC 
Sherman, will join the AHUMC staff as an associate 
minister this summer. Jim brings more than 45 years of 
experience at every level of ministry and has a passion 
for helping churches develop a unique vision ministry. 
We look forward to welcoming him and his family to 
our congregation!   

 
Christy Barto to gain appointment in June 
Christy Barto, our current seminary intern, will be 
leaving AHUMC to serve in a new appointment as 
senior pastor at Tolar UMC and Temple Hall UMC.  
Christy’s goodbye reception will be May 19 after late 
worship service. 
 
 

Chef Allen Lutes to be new 

Seminary Intern 
We look forward to welcoming Allen Lutes on staff later 
this summer as a part-time ministerial intern through 
Brite Divinity School. Allen is in the process of preparing 
for ordained ministry as a deacon, and our congregation 
has the privilege of serving as a teaching congregation for 
this stage of his education.  
Allen and his wife Lynaia have been members of the con-
gregation for almost 10 years. They are members of the 

Pathfinders class and parents to Gabriel (8) and Caden (3). Allen has pro-
vided leadership with Fort Worth Dish Out, stewardship campaign, Confir-
mation, and worship, including preaching occasionally at Grace UMC. He 
has also served as church chef for a number of memorable meals! 
We look forward to welcoming Allen on staff with a focus on how 
AHUMC is engaged in missions in our community. 
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The Bible in 90 Days  

Begins June 2 

 
This sum-

mer, our con-
gregation will 
join in a jour-
ney through 
the Bible in 90 days. Making a commit-
ment to read approximately 40 minutes 
a day, we will cover the scriptures indi-
vidually, through group study, and in 
worship. It will be an amazing journey! 

90 Days through the Bible is not 
your traditional Bible study. You are 
encouraged to use a Bible that does not 
have study notes, and small group 
meetings will not explore the tiny nu-
ances of scripture - our purpose is sim-
ply this: to read our Bibles! Congrega-
tions who have participated in this 
study report that members are ener-
gized to participate in this task to-
gether. Many people have never actu-
ally read the Bible, and are quite fre-
quently amazed at what they find in 
there!  

As we read our Bibles together, we 
will meet in small groups weekly to 
share in some biblical scholarship and 
have an opportunity to ask questions 
and share our experiences. Small 
groups will help keep us accountable, 
as well. And, yes, it is okay to fall off 
pace. Many people try to read the Bible, 
but give up after Leviticus because it 
just seems to be too much! One of the 
benefits of The Bible in 90 Days is that 
you travel this journey with others who 
will encourage you to get back on track 
and continue the journey together. 

Be sure to stop by The Bible in 90 
Days table in the Atrium beginning 
May 12 to learn more about this excit-
ing challenge for our congregation. 



A WORD FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR 

“Happy...are those who hear 
God's word and put it into 
practice.”  Luke 11:28, CEB 
 
As I began to learn the 
craft of preaching, I real-
ized early on that if I 
preached a sermon that 
didn't include a clear in-

struction for those who were listening to do something with the 
information I was sharing, then I wasn't really proclaiming the 
gospel. The purpose of Jesus' teaching and preaching was to 
teach us how to live our lives as God would have us live - es-
sentially, to love God and love neighbor in all that we do. So 
my task as preacher, with some notable pastoral exceptions, is 
to help people understand what we are called to do as followers 
of this Christ. 

But I know that it is not always easy to remember the in-
structions that we're given in worship. A sermon might hit 
home on Sunday morning, but by Wednesday, we're hard 
pressed to remember what the topic was. It happens to the best 
of us. 

Recently, I've begun a new discipline that I hope will help 
us all make the connection between what we hear on Sunday 
morning and what we do throughout the week. A new blog 
called "The Monday Connection"  
(www.themondayconnection.blogspot.com) will recap the es-
sentials of the message delivered on Sunday. It will also provide 
some "bonus" images and videos that are difficult to share in 
our worship space. And it will include a thought or two for us 
to continue to ponder as we continue through our week. 

The blog will not be sent to your inbox automatically, but 
you can sign up to receive it weekly by submitting your email 
address on the home page.  

It is my hope for our congregation that we will always con-
tinue to grow as disciples: to become more biblically literate 
and more faithful in how we live our lives according to the 
scriptures we read. I hope this blog will enhance your worship 
experience and help you make "The Monday Connection." 
 
God Bless, 
 
 
 
Rev. Mary 
 
p.s. If you would like to read the weekly message, but cannot 
receive it via email, please notify the church office. We will 
work to find a solution that fits your needs. 

Farewell from Rev. Nancy Allen 

 
As I write this, it's the beginning 
of May: the sun is brightly shin-
ing: Fort Worth is blooming; 
Spring is bursting all around us 
and it's 37 degrees!  What's 
wrong with this picture?  For 
those of us who live in Texas 
there's absolutely nothing 

wrong with this picture; it's simply the way things are.  It is not un-
usual to experience torrential rain, sunny skies, gusting winds, a forty-
degree weather shift and a light dusting of snow all in one day.  "Life 
in these parts" is just like that. 

As my retirement date quickly approaches and my attempts to 
"get things in order before I leave" become more frantic, I find that 
my emotions are just as extreme and all-inclusive as the Texas 
weather.  Laughter quickly turns to tears; sharing memories and plan-
ning for the future meld into one; seeds I thought had fallen on rocky 
ground are beginning to grow; each day is filled with extremes. 

Many things could be said about our time together in ministry...it's 
been fun, challenging, fruitful, creative, etc.  However, the most im-
portant thing I want to say is simply,  "thank you". I am so grateful 
for the opportunity to serve as one of your pastors over the last five 
years.  You are a gracious and loving congregation who readily 
reaches out in Christ's love to all who come your way.  Jim and I 
greatly appreciate the opportunities that we have had at Heights and 
at Grace to serve and grow with you all. 

My prayer this day and everyday will be that Christ's presence will 
continue to shine through you as you share God's love in tangible 

ways transforming the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Grace and peace, 

 
Nancy 

Youth Sunday 

This past Sunday, our youth led us in worship.  

You can read more about it at our new wor-

ship blog,  

themondayconnection.blogspot.com.    

http://themondayconnection.blogspot.com/
themondayconnection.blogspot.com


Thank you from Project 44: 
 
Rev. Spradlin: 
  
On behalf of Project-44 we would 
like to thank the Cornerstone Sunday 
School Class and the other clergy 
and members of your church for their 
enthusiastic efforts in helping us do 
some needed chores on our farm: 
like installing fences, using weed-
eaters, weeding and putting mulch 
and compost on the crops - they 
gladly did anything we asked.  
  
As part of Project-44's "volunteer 
crew" we think they all deserve a big 
pat on the back and a big thank you. 
  
When we harvest these vegetables the 
Food Pantries in Hood county will be 
thrilled with their efforts. 
  
I am sorry I did not get their names - 
but they certainly represented your 
Church in a positive manner. 
  
Thanks Again, 
Bunny & Larry Cremeens 

Great Day of Service at 

Project 44 Farm 
Recently AHUMC members 

worked together to help at 

Project 44 farm in Granbury.  

Project 44 farm is a commu-

nity farm that provides fresh 

produce for local food 

banks.   

AHUMC members of all 

ages worked together to 

weed, plant, and complete 

other tasks around the farm. 
Photos courtesy of Barbara 

Sharpe 



Handbell Ministry Receives Grant 
The AHUMC Handbell Ministry has recently received a grant of 

$20,000 from an anony-
mous giver through the 
Community Founda-
tion of North Texas.  
This very generous gift 
was designated to be 
used as the base salary for our handbell director, Frank Shroyer, and 
for the purchase of new equipment related to the handbell program. 

The handbell tables being used by our choirs were quite old and 
very heavy.  A portion of the grant was used to purchase new (much 
lighter) tables for use in the sanctuary and when the choir travels. 
The old tables have been permanently installed in the Handbell 
Room on the second floor and the banquet-style tables that were in 
that room have been put into the table inventory for use throughout 
the building. 

The most exciting purchase was that of the lower sixth octave of 
Malmark Choirchimes which the choir used for the first time two 
weeks ago in worship.  These chimes are quite large, sit in a rack 
and are played by a large woolen mallet.  They add a wonderful bass 
“rumble” to the sound of bell choir similar to that of organ pipes.  
Should additional funds come available we would very much love to 
secure the seventh (and final) octave of these large bass chimes. 

We are most grateful to the  anonymous donor and the Commu-
nity Foundation of North Texas for their support of our Handbell 
Ministry. 

United Methodist Men are currently 

accepting applications for the Fore-

fathers’ Scholarship.  This scholarship is 

awarded annually to any person in 

AHUMC who will be enrolled in an in-

stitute of higher education by the fall 

semester. In the application letter to 

be sent to the church office or by e-

mail to  

ahummen@yahoo.com, please in-

clude academic achievements (a 

transcript is not necessary), need, ex-

tracurricular activities, professional 

and life goals, and ways the appli-

cant has participated in the life of the 

church.  

Thank you! 

The children of AHUMC pre-

sent their offerings for Heifer 

International each week dur-

ing worship.  Recently, the chil-

dren voted to purchase a Milk 

Menagerie, which is a heifer, 

two goats, and a water buf-

falo, plus a gift of fish and 10 

flocks of ducks.  These animals 

will be  given to help familes in 

need.  For more information about the Heifer Project, 

visit www.heifer.org. 

VBS July 14-18 
Vacation Bible School is a huge chunk of our chil-
dren's programming and we need your help!  This 
year, VBS is taking place Sunday, July 14-Thursday, 
July 18 from 6-8pm.  We still need lots of volun-
teers for registration, recreation, and small group 
leaders.   
 
We also need a few sup-
plies to help transform 
our Fellowship Hall into 
a Greek marketplace.  We 
need:  large foam sheets 
(for making columns and 
backgrounds), assorted 
colors of sharpies (or 
other permanent markers), artificial plants, seal-
ing wax, and colored construction paper. If you 
have any of thesed items to donate, please contact 
Alli Smith at 817-793-7850or  
bradandalli.smith@gmail.com. 
 
Since our VBS is in the evening, we will be provid-
ing the kids with a snack supper each night before 
VBS starts.  A representative will be visiting the 
Sunday School classes soon to ask for donations of 
either food for these meals or funds. 
 
Please prayerfully consider how you can help the 
children of our congregation.  The more involved 
we are, the more fun the kids will have learning 
about God! —Alli Smith 

Welcome Organist Alan Kerr! 
The organist search committee is happy to announce that Alan Kerr 
is our new organist.  
Kerr is a long-time member of AHUMC and began as our official 
organist in April. 
Though he has attended many churches in his career as an organist 
and music director, Alan has always maintained his connection to 
AHUMC. 
“While I moved my membership to whatever church I was serving, 
I have always thought of AHUMC as my home church,” Kerr said 
in his application letter. 
Please give a special “welcome back home” to Alan the next time 
you see him! 

mailto:ahummen@yahoo.com
http://www.heifer.org
mailto:bradandalli.smith@gmail.com
mailto:bradandalli.smith@gmail.com


Library News 
Our Children’s and Adult librar-
ies are free to use, but we need 
your help! 
If you see a title you like, please 
write your name and the date 
on the card and place the card 
in the basket across from the 
bathrooms outside the main 
library.  Or if you’re closer to 
the children’s library, please 
place the card in the basket pro-
vided there. 
Checkout time is for one 
month.  Please return books to 
the basket nearest the library 
you selected the book from. 
Both our children’s and adult 
library have new titles.  Make sure you come check them out! 
The adult library has received a large donation of books.  Due 
to their age, they won’t be put into circulation, but given away 
to anyone who wants them.  Feel free to pick up as many as 
you would like.  These books are located in a large stack in the 
south corner of the main library.  A sign designates their place-
ment. 
Happy Reading! 
--Kathleen Lobrecht and the Library Committee 

An important Safe Sanc-
tuaries training will be 
Wednesday, May 29. Two 
sessions will be offered: 10-
noon and 6-8 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Our Safe Sanctuaries pol-
icy is designed to protect our 
children, youth and vulner-
able adults, as well as those 
who work with them. It is 
required for all adults who 
work in these ministries to 
participate in the training. 

Who needs to attend: All 
people who work with chil-
dren and youth in any capac-
ity (including VBS volun-
teers, Sunday school teach-
ers, youth sponsors, and mis-
sion trip participants) are 
required to complete Safe 
Sanctuaries training. All 
church members are encour-
aged to attend. 

What if I have already 
attended training? As we are 
working to improve our Safe 
Sanctuary policy, we have 

new information to share 
that is important to the 
safety of our children. All 
people, including those who 
have previously attended 
training, will need to attend. 

To register, please email 
Gwen Patteson 
(gpatteson@ahumc.com) or 
call the church office 
(817.737.3161). If you are 
unable to attend on this date 
but are planning to partici-
pate in VBS or youth mis-
sion trip, please contact 
Gwen to let her know.  

Thank you for helping 
ensure the safety of our chil-
dren. 
 

Safe Sanctuaries Training May 29 

Family Camp out at Camp Carter 

Recently several of our 

families camped out at 

YMCA’s Camp Carter.  

They enjoyed canoe-

ing, archery, hiking, 

fishing, and of course, 

excellent smores. 

Visioning Task Force Formed 
Our newly-formed Visioning 

Task Force held its first meeting 
on Thursday, May 2. Led by 
Linda Allen, the team includes: 
Rev. Mary Spradlin, Rev. Grant 
Palma, Stu Arledge (Lay Leader), 
Ken Evans, Dick Summerhayes, 
Gabby Rosas, Cherry Richard-
son, Pam Price, Greg Hanson, 
Renee Seeds, Barbara Nance, 
and Kevin Stark. Over the next 
10 months, the team will work together to discern God's vision 
for our congregation. Part of their time will be spent studying 
two books together: Discovering Your Spiritual Identity by Trevor 
Hudson and Simple Church  by Thom S. Rainer and Eric Geiger. 
They will also invite representatives from many different minis-
tries of the congregation to share what fuels their passion for 
this particular area of ministry. Together, they will work to dis-
cover (hopefully, by uncovering) our church's purpose (or 
"Why") that will inform our ministry into the future. 

In preparation for this process, all members of the congre-
gation have been encouraged to participate in small listening 
groups. These have been extremely helpful opportunities for 
members and guests to share their thoughts about our congre-
gation.  



Ministry Staff: 
Rev. Mary Spradlin, Senior Minister 

Rev. Nancy Allen, Associate Minister 
Rev. Grant Palma, Associate Minister 

Christy Barto, Seminary Intern 
Josh Ingram, Youth Director 

Anne Bloesser, Haupt Preschool 
Director 

Angela Pasquet, Nursery Director 
Dr. Steve Simons, Chancel Choir 

Director 
Tani Simons, Children’s Choir Director 

Frank Shroyer, Music Associate 
Gwen Patteson, Administrative Assistant 
Sue McCuistion, Finance Administrator 

Sarah Boyette, Communications 
Coordinator 

Rick and Paula Trevino, Custodians 
Monica Kintigh, Adjunct Staff/Licensed 

Counselor 
(For an appointment with Dr. Kintigh,  

call 817-528-5613) 

Arlington Heights  

United Methodist Church 

4200 Camp Bowie Blvd. 

Fort Worth, TX  76107 
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Our condolences go to 

Phil and Lois Truax on the death of 
their nephew David Truax. 

Family and friends of Dorothy Bailey, 
who passed away in April. 

Joy! 

 

Congratulations to  
Ashley and Phillip Tinsley, who wele-
comed Bingham Lain on March 19. 
 
Laura and Philip Brown, who are now 
grandparents thanks to the birth of 
Aurora Jane. 
 
Bill and Margaret Fuller on the birth of 
their first granddaughter. 

This summer, AHUMC has fun planned for all ages! 

Retro Movies on the Lawn:  We’ve got an outdoor projector 

and soft grass, so bring your family for a fun time watching 

old movies!  All movies begin at 7:30 p.m. and concessions 

will be sold.  Don’t forget your blanket and lawn chair! 
Retro Movies on the Lawn 

May 31-The Love Bug 

June 28-Flight of the Navigator 

July 26-The Never-ending Story  

 

Father's Day Fun - June 16 at 6:30 p.m. - Bring your Dad and 

family to hear singer/song-writer/storyteller Tom McDermott. 

This event, sponsored by our Children's Choir, will be sure to 

have you rolling in the aisles. A fun event for all ages! After 

the show, we’ll have a make-your-own ice cream sundae 

reception. 

 
All-American (air-conditioned) Picnic and Patriotic Con-

cert—June 30. Our Chancel Choir will present patriotic music 

while we enjoy a covered dish luncheon, all in Fellowship 

Hall.   
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