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third space

New Time, New Worship:
Third Space

The Middle Service is reinventing itself
and will be moving to a new time and place
beginning Easter Sunday, April 20 at 11 a.m.
Third Space will be an alternative
worship service with a new time to allow
participants to also attend a Sunday School
class. The worship style will be flexible,
modern, and family-friendly.
We live in a growing area of Fort Worth
with new young professionals, many of them
far from home, who are relocating here
every week. We have a unique opportunity
to welcome them into our church home.
If you would like to be a part of this
project, come and worship. If you know of
friends or family who do not have a church
home, tell them about our great worship
services.
We will be making a few changes to the
Fellowship Hall in order to accommodate
the new service as well as making the space
more useful for our other programs. We will
be upgrading the sound, installing a
projector, and redecorating the room. The
space will continue to be a multi-purpose
room and be available for after-church
lunches and programs. We are excited to
make this room of our church more
accessible and functional for the whole
congregation.
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Care Team focuses on Member Care

A Care Team is currently being trained to assist with member care,
including hospital visitations, caring of the elderly, and praying for one
another.
This team is formed of church members who have expressed an
interest in improving communication and interpersonal relationships
within our membership.
We are all called to care for one another through the difficult times
of life. Reaching out to the ill and suffering in the congregation and
the community is a church-wide responsibility. We can help one
another by answering this call.
The Care Team currently consists of three parts: Stephens
ministers, home/hospital visitors, and letter-writers.
We are still working through the details of this new ministry, but
you will definitely be hearing more about our work in the future. You
can help by signing up to be a prayer partner and by calling the office
with prayer concerns. You can also email the member care team at
prayerpartners@ahumc.com.

The recently created Andrew’s Team is now meeting
AHUMC guests on Sunday, and later for personal follow-up.
A core group has been recruited, but we are looking for
more people to share in this ministry of hospitality and outreach. If this sounds like something you would enjoy, please
contact Pam Price or Rev. Jim Pledger.

Come get your hands dirty
during our Great Day of Service on Saturday, March 29 at Project-44 farm from 9:00am 2:00pm. It's come and go and all ages are welcome. Project-44 farm is located at
419 Cherokee Lake Ct. in Granbury. www.project-44.org
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We're probably all aware that we've entered
the season of Lent, the weeks in our church
calendar that precede Easter. It's a time of
preparation (traditionally a time of
penitence) as we consider the life of Christ
and the events leading up to the crucifixion.
But it can also be a confusing time for
Christians. Many of us did not grow up
observing a Lenten season, and we're not
sure what all of these terms mean. It might be good to take a moment to explain
some of the "churchy words" we hear at this time of year:
Why do we call it "Lent"? The word "Lent" itself comes from the Old
English word lencten, with means "lengthen." It refers to the lengthening of the
daylight hours that occurs in the northern hemisphere as spring approaches. This
is the time of year in which the season of Lent falls.
How many days does the season of Lent last? We often hear that Lent
lasts 40 days; however there are 46 days between AshWednesday and
Easter Sunday. This is the because the early Church called for a period of fasting
lasting 40 days (to mirror Jesus' 40 days of fasting in the wilderness - Mt. 4:2).
However, the early church also recognized each Sunday as a celebration of the
resurrection and did not encourage fasting on this day. The church still
recognizes each Sunday as "a little Easter," so the "40 days" of Lent still do not
include Sundays.
Do I have to give something up for Lent? Some Christians do choose a
"fast" for Lent. Others choose to take something on, instead - a new habit or
commitment. Whatever you choose, the point of the discipline is to do (or
refrain from doing) something during this season that helps you focus on the
purpose of the season. To simply give something up or take something on for
personal reasons and never connect this sacrifice with the life of Christ would be
missing the point.
If I give something up, can I have it on Sundays? Yes, you can. But since
the church isn't strictly dictating how you choose to observe a holy Lent, if you
find it more desirable to continue to fast on Sundays, you can do that, too.
What does Maundy Thursday mean? The word Maundy comes from the
Latin word mandatum, which means commandment. At the last supper, Jesus
gave his disciples a new commandment, "That you should love one another. As I
have loved you, you also should love one another." (John 13:34) On this night,
we observe the Lord's Supper in a particularly meaningful way, as we remember
the setting of this meal.
Why is Good Friday called "Good"? The source of this term is a bit
unclear. It might come from the Old English term "God'sFriday." We are able to
call it "good" because we look backwards at this day through the lens of the
resurrection. On this dark day, God was not making the best of a bad situation God was drawing to world to himself through the death of God's son. Although
the night is bleak, God is clearly in control.
This is a special season in our church calendar. I hope you will take time to
learn about and participate in the special events in the life of our congregation
that are designed to help you observe a holy Lent.
God Bless,

Rev. Mary

Church on the Slab
volunteering starts March 30
Church on the Slab is a Fort Worth church
that focuses on ministering to the homeless in
our city. Our seminary intern Allen Lutes has
been working with Pastor Cherryll Wallace to
build relationships in ministry at the church.
Beginning March 30, an all-ages group
from AHUMC will travel to the Church on
the Slab to worship and volunteer. We will
begin doing this every fifth Sunday. (Next
one, June 29).
We’ll gather at AHUMC at 9 a.m. and then
take the church bus to the Church on the Slab
(1009 Arizona Ave.). After worship, our
volunteers will help serve lunch and hand out
needed supplies to homeless persons
attending the church.
If you want to learn more about this
ministry, Allen will also be sharing more
information March 23 in Room 205 during
the Sunday school hour. Anyone interested is
welcome to attend.
Calling all ablebodied volunteers!
There is a need for
people who can
help the disabled
and elderly carry
their food to their
cars or Senior Center
at the Mobile Food Pantry Friday,
March 21 at 8:00 a.m. at the Como
Community Center at 4900 Horne St.
Have you ever wanted
to crochet or knit? Then
you’ll want to join our
Prayer Shawl Ministry!
Supplies are provided for beginners.
The next gathering is Saturday,
March 22, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. at Ellen
Farrar's Home, (817-737-6378).

small hands

BIG hearts

children

Parables of Peeps

PRAY
together as a family
in the Prayer Room
Sunday, March 30
3-6p.m.

When Jesus got to work he met a lot of people and
shared a lot of stories called “Parables.” In church,
we have heard a lot of these stories but how can we
retell them to others. During Lent you and your family
are encouraged to read parables, pick a favorite
and retell it in a diorama using the Easter PEEPS of
Take time to stop by the Lenten
your choice. Have fun discussing the lessons that
Prayer Room for a chance to try
Jesus was trying to make people think about.
different hands on prayer activities.
Google “Peeps Diarama” for help and check
Create sacred time and a holy
AHUMCFW.ORG for more information.
space for your children.

s
2 Great Community Opportunities!
Saturday, April 19 at Thomas Place
Play with neighbors from 11-1p.m.
AND following last worship service
on Easter Sunday with church
friends, family and photo-ops!

Mark your Calendars!
Tell your friends!

Vacation Bible School
July 20-24 6-8 p.m.
K-5th Grade

Bell Conte Ringers Presents

This Time

A Two-Act Concert of Music
from the Great Broadway Musicals
with a Deluxe Dessert Buffet!!!
Saturday, May 17 at 7:30 pm
Sunday, May 18 at 2:30 pm
More Details Soon!!!!

Heights Nights
Join us each Wednesday
night for a time of food,
fellowship, faith, and fun!
Dinner at 5:30 p.m. and
Bible study at 6:15 p.m.
March 19—St. Patty’s Day
(Irish Stew or Corned Beef/Cabbage)
March 26—Italian
April 2—Fiesta (Fajitas)
April 9-- Fisherman’s Wharf (Fishers of men theme,
Clam Chowder and Shrimp Cocktail)
April 16—Abba Night (Swedish Meatballs)
April 23— Orient Express (Chicken Stir Fry and Egg
Rolls)
April 30—UMW Night, Goulash
6:15 p.m.
Options for children:
Preschool Fun Fair (songs, games, and Bible stories)
Elementary Kids Rock (mission and service group)
Youth Lenten study
Options for Adults:
Adult Bible study in Fellowship Hall
Creating a Life With God Lenten Study in the Parlor
6:45 p.m.
Grace Notes women’s ensemble rehearsal in
Children’s Choir room
7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Chancel Choir to
Tour Hawaii
Twenty-five members of the
Chancel Choir will be on a Choir
Tour Cruise of the four islands of
Hawaii this coming June.
Between June 21-28, the singers will cruise and sing
along the way, as they spend time on O’ahu, Maui,
Hawai and Kauai. The choir will be taking a
Norwegian Cruise Line for this seven day trip that
includes singing on board as well as at selected sites
on the islands. “It is really exciting to do this sort of
tour since a cruise has never been done by us
before”, says Steve Simons, director of the choir.
“To see beautiful Hawaii and be accommodated by
sailing and staying on a lovely Cruise Line, is the
best of both worlds, and then to sing and have choir
fellowship as well, just can’t be beat.”
On Thursday evening June 26, the choir will sing
a 40 minute popular music program in the Mardi
Gras room on the Spirit of America, the name of
the Norwegian ship for our cruise. It isn’t too late
to reserve a cabin should any church member
choose to join the singers for this special choir
tour. If interested, contact Steve Simons and maybe
you too can enjoy the beautiful islands and the
exciting tour scheduled for this summer.
Thank you, AHUMC!
Thank you to all who ate at the
United Methodist Men
Shrovetide Pancake Brunch. We
raised $1,656 for the Forefathers
Scholarships. The Forefathers Scholarships are
awarded each year to members of AHUMC who
will be attending institutions of higher education in
the fall.
A big thank you also goes out to the faithful guys
who cooked, served, and cleaned. Not only was
significant money raised, but everyone was out of
the church by 1:00.
Thank you! —Jack Smith
This is an invitation to women who
sing: GraceNotes will begin
rehearsing Bob Chilcott's, A Little
Jazz Mass, for treble voices on
Wednesday, March 19, at 6:30 in
the Children's Choir Room. The performance will
be June 1 during both traditional worship services.
A special communion service will be woven into
this unique musical presentation. We will have 11
weeks to rehearse and learn the music. If you have
wanted to try an ensemble this is your opportunity.
Please consider giving us a try. Contact Pam Price at
pamjer@sbcglobal.net if you have questions.
It’s going to be great!

Youth Ski Trip Photos

Youth, Technology, and Lent
Technology and communication are one of the most important aspects of teenage culture today. Something as simple as a
mobile phone can be a news source, logistical communicator,
social connection, personal calendar, downtime entertainment,
and even alarm clock. Sometimes, imagining life without the
phone can seem unbearable. As Christians, we can definitely
understand the concept of something that is required for life,
but how does this affinity towards technology infringe upon
our relationship with God?
During Lent, all youth will fast from their phones and computers at least during youth events. This may sound like no big
deal because it’s only a few hours a week but the truth is those
few hours will be challenging for many of our teens. In the
uneasy moments this fast will create, we will spend time recognizing that we are no less connected to those around us even
though our deVICES have been removed. We will also spend
time contacting the ONE who requires no apparatus for connection and who has been anticipating our call more than anyone else is this world.
I ask that this church pray for our teens through Lent because this will be an important, powerful, and potentially life
changing journey. From the outside, it may appear to be a silly
surrender of an electronic device, some wacky activities that
resemble challenges, and discussions about loosely relevant
topics seemingly leading nowhere close to a spiritual discovery.
From inside the daily relational ministry to our teens we know
we are always one instant away from a breakthrough.
Sometimes youth ministry happens by having them dangle
off a cliff at the end of a rope, sometimes it happens when
looking from the summit of a snow covered peak, sometimes
when nailing a letter to God to a crude wooden cross, and
sometimes it happens when a teen looks up from their phone
into the eyes of a friend who loves them. I wish I knew what
new insights each of our youth will gain through this experience but the truth is, I have no earthly idea. Further, I accept
that because as always, we at Arlington Heights UMC are not
charged with turning their hearts toward Christ but we are
charged with living as Christian examples and leading them to
GOD who created all of us. If we do that, GOD will heal their
hearts. And there is no app for that. —Josh Ingram

Youth Basketball Schedule

Registration for High School Mission
trip is at www.ctcumc.org/ctcym
Don’t wait to sign up for the June 1521 trip!
Middle School Mission Trip
July 13-18

March 16- 1PM vs. Arborlawn UMC
March 23- 1PM vs. FUMC Burleson
March 30- 3 p.m. vs. Genesis UMC
April 06- 2PM vs. FUMC Crowley
April13- TBD Playoffs
*one game will be added vs. FUMC Aledo due to
the weather cancelation on March 2.
All games are played at Genesis UMC (7635 S.
Hulen).

Come to a game and support our
youth!

Ministry Staff:
Rev. Mary Spradlin, Senior Minister
Rev. Grant Palma, Associate Minister
Rev. Jim Pledger, Associate Minister
Allen Lutes, Seminary Intern
Josh Ingram, Youth Director
Wendie Lunsford, Children’s Director
Anne Bloesser, Haupt Preschool
Director
Angela Pasquet, Nursery Director
Dr. Steve Simons, Chancel Choir Director
Tani Simons, Children’s Choir Director
Frank Shroyer, Music Associate
Gwen Patteson, Administrative Assistant
Sue McCuistion, Finance Administrator
Sarah Boyette, Communications
Coordinator
Rick and Paula Trevino, Building Stewards
Monica Kintigh, Adjunct Staff/Licensed
Counselor
(For an appointment with Dr. Kintigh,
call 817-528-5613)
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Our condolences go to:

Welcome New Members!
Danny Driskill and his
son, Max, joined
AHUMC this month.
Please make sure to
welcome them!

Lenten Activities You Won’t Want to Miss:
Taize Worship Service: Sundays, April 6 and 13 at 5:15 p.m.
Walk the Prayer Labyrinth Sundays, April 6 and 13 all day
Noon Concert with Lunch: Tuesday, April 8
Service of Healing and Hope: Wednesday, April 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Community Easter Egg Hunt at Thomas Place Community
Center: Saturday, April 19 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
AHUMC Egg Hunt: Sunday, April 20 at noon
Easter Sunday: April 20 Worship at 7, 8, 9:30 or 11 a.m.
Children’s Musical: April 27 at 6 p.m.

Family and friends of Jerry
Blaylock, who passed away.

If you love to take
photos with a
camera, or even
your phone, we are
looking for a few
good pictures! Please send photos
of your church events to
news@ahumc.com.
If you want to be a part of our
photography ministry team, please
contact Sarah Boyette,
Communications Coordinator.
New email address?
Stay informed!
Send your new information to
news@ahumc.com!

