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Walking the Way on March 24

Walking the Way will be on Palm Sunday, March
24, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
All ages are invited to participate in this event with activities to
prepare for Holy Week.
Dinner will be included.
Come be a part of:
·Making Resurrection rolls
·Crafting paper Easter lilies
·Nailing sins on the cross
·Creating a paper rooster
·Stuffing Easter eggs in preparation for the
Community Easter Egg Hunt
Our youth will close out our time together with
song and scripture in the atrium. Attendees will take
home a Holy Week devotional guide, as well as printed
prayer sheets.

Community Easter Egg Hunt
March 30

Invite your friends to our Community Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, March
30, beginning at 9:45 a.m.
Our church has
adopted North Hi Mount
Elementary in the adopt-aschool program. We provide mentors for selected
students with the Kids
Hope USA program. We
also support the school in
other ways with donation
of supplies and volunteers.
We want all of our
AHUMC children and their
families to come have a fun
time as we continue to build relationships with the
children and families of North Hi Mount Elementary
at our Community Easter Egg Hunt.
North Hi Mount is located at 3801 W. 7th Street.
At the hunt, we’ll have bounce houses, games, and
of course, egg hunts. Children will search for eggs
with others in their age group.
If you would like to help with the hunt, plastic eggs
and fillers (wrapped candy or small toys) are needed.
If you would like to volunteer to help hide eggs, supervise a bounce house, or serve in any other way,
please contact Cindy Fergus.
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New coffee in the community

After months of research, AHUMC has signed a new contract
with Community Coffee. Make sure to try a cup and start a
conversation!
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Bus Stop Ministry an easy way to offer
radical hospitality

The T-bus stop at Hulen
and Camp Bowie is a busy
one. Several times a day
bus drivers stop their bus
here to take a break and
use the restroom. While
they do that, riders have to
exit the bus and wait at the covered benches at the stop.
Last year, AHUMC members started a ministry of Radical
Hospitality at this bus stop. When it’s hot outside, Kristy Evans goes to pass out water bottles. When there are leftover
sandwiches from a church event, staff members distribute them
at the bus stop.
As part of our ministry of radical hospitality and extravagant
generosity, please feel free to stop and share at the bus stop.
Water and snacks are always appreciated by the bus riders.

Psst...Our website is all new!

www.ahumcfw.org

New features include short biographies of all staff, the ability to
download sermons, and easier, simpler navigation.

A

WORD FROM THE

S ENIOR P ASTOR
"Therefore, go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to obey everything that
I've commanded you." - Matthew 28:1920a

This past week in staff meeting, we
spent some time discussing our
church's identity. I shared a summary I found of two different types of
churches. The first was labeled "Consumer Church." The description
read: "Church is seen as a dispenser of religious goods and services. People come to church to be "fed", to have their needs met through quality
programs, and to have the professionals teach their children about God."
The second was labeled "Missional Church," and its description read, "A
body of people sent on mission who gather in community for worship,
community encouragement, and teaching from the Word in addition to
what they are self-feeding themselves throughout the week." In short, the
two categories were summed up in two phrases: "I go to church" and "I
am the church."
I think there's a lot to consider with these two phrases, and I invite
you to join us in reflection. How might we describe Arlington Heights
UMC using these terms? How would you describe your own identity as a
member of AHUMC?
These two descriptions name two extremes, and I believe the truth
for any church lies somewhere in the middle. I am aware that, particularly
in our part of the country, there has been an increase in a "consumer"
mentality for church membership. Mega-churches in our area sport video
game rooms for children and youth, Sunday school featuring assemblies
with costumed characters, giant indoor playgrounds, spa days for women,
golfing retreats for men, and other events designed to attract people to
their church. There's plenty of Bible study and worship going on, as well.
But the church experience seems designed with the comfort and interest
of the church-goer in mind.
In less "glitzy" churches, I think it is still common to find a fair number of members who come to worship expecting to "be fed" spiritually,
with this expectation sometimes overpowering any expectation that we
have come, not to receive, but to offer our praise and thanks to God.
Why do we come to worship? Why do we come to Sunday school?
What do we expected will happen when we do these things? Do we come
simply to be fed, or do we come to be energized and inspired so that we
may "go and make disciples"? I think, in any church, the answer to this
question is determined, not by the church, not by the type of worship,
not by the amount of consumer-oriented attractions, but by the heart of
the person who participates. Do our hearts lead us to "come to church"
or to "be the church"?
I hope you will join me and our staff as we pray over these questions.

Motivation to Wellness, a new
Bible study focused on balanced, healthier living, will begin Sunday, April 7 at 4 p.m. Participants should wear comfortable clothing. Books are $16
and available in the atrium or
through the church office. The
group will meet weekly through
June 9.
This study will be led by Seminary Intern
Christy Barto. For more information, contact Christy at cbarto@ahumc.com.

Thank You!

To everyone of you in my daddy’s church family,
“Thank You,” for pouring love into our family
this past few weeks. We will always be grateful for
your friendships, visits, stories, prayers, treats &
sweets, tears, laughter, cards, flowers, love and
Prayers. You went above and beyond loving on
our daddy, John R. “Peepaw” Watts. We greatly
appreciate the warm reception snacks and all memorial donations. He loved his Church and you
all dearly. And, we came to love you all too. God
Bless you all. Love, Hugs, Prayers and Blessings:)
Keep a smile on your face and a song in your
heart:)
—Jerri Ann (Annie) and John R.“Peepaw” Watts
family

Welcome!

God Bless,

Rev. Mary

Please welcome William and Kimberly Kennemer to our
church family!
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2013 Budget

2013 Budget

Tom Gooch, Finance Chair
The Arlington Heights United Methodist Church 2013 budget
is summarized on the table at the bottom of this article. Our
budget defines our planned expenditures for the year, and we
work hard to make realistic plans based on your expected support. At AHUMC, budget expenditures are supplemented by
gifts dedicated for a specific cause, which we handle through
Designated Funds, and by our Endowment Funds. I will be
discussing Designated Funds and the Endowment in separate
articles later in the year.
Each of the major budget categories is discussed briefly below.
Income includes regular giving to the church and the income
that we receive from Grace United Methodist Church (for services from our ministers), the Haupt Preschool (for facility use
and insurance) and from Mothers’ Day Out (for facility use).
The vast majority of our income is in gifts from our members.
Administration is the cost of running our office. Major expenses include computer maintenance and upgrades (including
our Web site), office supplies, postage, bank fees, and the
newsletter.
Christian Formation is the cost of our libraries, curriculum
material, and special educational events.
Evangelism covers our advertising and outreach to the community.
Personnel is the cost of salaries and benefits for our staff, including ministers, office staff, custodial staff, music staff, and
nursery workers. The efforts of the staff are vital to the success
of all areas of our ministry.
Trustees is the budget to operate and maintain our facilities.
The budget tends to cover routine maintenance, with major
repair expenditures often coming from past Special Fund gifts
specified for building maintenance. Major items in the Trustee
budget include insurance, electricity, debt retirement, pastoral
housing, equipment leases, maintenance and repairs.

Income

Category

Budget
$1,055,770

Expenditures
Administration
Christian Formation
Evangelism
Personnel
Trustees
Worship
Children's Ministry
Youth
Missions
Connectional Giving (Apportionments)
Total Expenditures

$39,364
$6,300
$18,700
$544,350
$290,000
$13,261
$12,000
$5,000
$2,500
$124,295
$1,055,770

Family Camp-out May4-5
at Camp Carter

A family campout will be Saturday, May 4Sunday, May 5 at Camp Carter, a YMCA
campground located at 6200 Sand Springs
Road in Fort Worth.
Canoeing, fishing, archery, swinging in a giant swing, hiking, as
well as smores-making will be on the agenda.
As a hands-on mission project, campers will mount several permanent bat houses to encourage bats to live at the campground.
For more information, or to register, contact Ed Coburn at 817
-249-4619 or ed.a.coburn@att.net.

Prayer Labyrinth open Sundays in Lent

Worship covers the expenses for music and items used in worship.
Children’s Ministry and Youth cover the cost of curriculum
and events for those groups. Our budget for these areas is supplemented by fundraising and designated gifts.
Missions is a new fund intended to cover start-up costs for
new volunteer ministries of our church.
Connectional Giving used to be called Apportionments, and
it is our share of the worldwide organizational and mission
costs of the Methodist Church.
If you have any questions on the budget or other financial matters, feel free to ask me or other Finance Committee members.

Deadline to order Easter Flowers for the
sanctuary is March 17. Contact the
church office for details.

Our prayer labyrinth is open each Sunday during Lent in Fellowship Hall. Even if you never have walked the labyrinth before, many tools for aiding in your walk are available there.
Come walk and meditate and see what understanding God has
for you.
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Teddy Bear Picnic
T.J. Holk brought his
bunny to Mildred Haupt
Preschool’s Teddy Bear
Picnic. The students ate
lunch on the floor with
their favorite stuffed animals.

Bring a friend to these Lenten activities!
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Taize Worship Service
March 17 and 24 at 5 p.m. in Atrium Chapel
This worship service is a quiet interlude in the busyness of life.

A Report on Kairos Outside of Central
Texas’ First Weekend:

Kairos Outside is
designed for women
whose life has been impacted by incarceration.
The weekend is planned
by a group of women
who meet for three
months to pray, plan,
raise money and learn to work together as a team. The first
weekend team gets all the dishes, banners, the big cross used in
the chapel, the table names used in the conference room for
each small group and the cups and saucers for the tea party.
The tea party is the first event after registration to help the
guests feel comfortable. It was a big success!
AHUMC proved so much for KOCT #1. Paul Cox made
woodcut table signs and the 6 foot tall cross many of you
blessed, touched, and prayed over.
So many of you gave money and the weekend was completely paid for before it started!
There are also men who participate as cooks and servers,
including Robbie Patton and Bryan Bruton. The congregation
gave enough tea cups to last the whole weekend!
We had 15 guests. The team’s job is to show their guests
God’s agape love, and we really try to spoil them for these few
hours we have them. At the closing each guest has an opportunity to share what the weekend has meant to her. There
were many responses, from “I was wondering why you go to
all the trouble” to “I have a husband and four kids but this is
the first time I’ve ever felt really loved.”
All of you, children who made agape gifts, tea cup ladies,
wood workers, money contributors, all of us put the weekend
on and you need to feel the love and appreciation we felt from
the guests. They returned more with new hope and agape love!
Thank you all and thank God.
— Joy Perry

Noon Concert
Tuesday, March 26 at noon
Join us for a light lunch and beautiful music in the Atrium
Chapel. Lunch is $5. Reservations accepted though the church
office.
Palm Sunday Worship Services
March 24 at 8:30, 9:45, and 10:50 a.m. Hosanna! Our children
will lead us in a palm processional as we remember Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem.
Walking the Way
Sunday, March 24 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Join us as we get ready for Easter in a multi-generational event.
We’ll eat a baked potato dinner, stuff Easter Eggs, and participate in activities that will prepare our families for the glory of
the risen Christ!
Holy Thursday Worship Service
March 28 at 7 p.m.
Communion will be served as we remember the Last Supper
Jesus shared with his disciples. Join us as we remember the
events of Holy Week.
Good Friday Service
Remembering Jesus’ crucifixion, our
Chancel Choir will present "Seven Last Words of Christ" by
Dubois, Friday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. Grace UMC will offer a
contemplative Good Friday worship service March 29 at noon.
Easter Egg Hunt
at North Hi Mount Elementary Saturday, March 30 at 9:45 a.m.
Join us for bounce houses, egg hunts, photos with the Easter
Bunny, and more, all at our Community Easter Egg Hunt.
Easter Worship Services
Sunday, March 31 at 7:00 a.m. (youth-led), 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.
(contemporary), and 11:00 a.m.

Slam Dunk on fun!
Youth basketball team competes with other
churches

Our newly-formed AHUMC youth basketball team has participated in two games so far and has a score of 1-1. Tie-dyed tshirts are their jerseys and they come to have fun.
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Youth News
Our youth will lead the 7:00 a.m. Sunrise service on Easter. Worship planning
is underway.
If you would like to participate in the
youth basketball league, contact youth
director Josh Ingram.
Registration for both the junior high
and senior high summer mission trips is
open. Register at www.ctcym.org.
The youth will unveil a new youth group logo soon.
Regular meeting times are Sundays at 9:40 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
as well as Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. Join us!

Gardening Group Grows

If you want to learn about gardening, our church gardening
group would love to help! Camille Thomason is a master gardener who works
with a small group to maintain the aesthetic landscaping around the church. If
interested, Camille can designate a large
or small area on the church property
where you can learn about gardening
through experience. Contact her
through the church office or by email at
camille5@charter.net for more information and to get involved.

Nancy Smith and Nancy Herring represented AHUMC’s United
Methodist Women unit during UMW’s legislative action week.
They are shown here with UMW General Secretary and CEO,
Harriet Jane Olson.
Photo courtesy of Nancy Smith

UMW legislative event in Austin
Nancy Herring and Nancy Smith attended the UMW Legislative Event that was held in Austin January 27-28. After hearing and discussing issues with other attendees that pertained to the citizens of Texas, we had the opportunity to visit
the Capitol and speak to our representatives, senators and their
staff members about the 2013 UMW Legislative Agenda.
Included on this year’s agenda are providing funding for long
-term water needs, restoring funding for education and making
revisions to the testing requirements (STAAR and End of
Course exams,) increasing regulation of payday lending, making
changes to criminal justice and mental health care to increase
their effectiveness and extending Medicaid to those who earn
below 138 percent of the national poverty level.
The next UMW event is Tuesday, March 19 at 10 a.m. Linda
Hutchings, Central Texas Conference UMW president, will
speak at the meeting. A covered dish luncheon will follow the
event. All are welcome.

You can try AHUMC’s new
coffee in the Atrium, on the
“bridge” above Fellowship
Hall, and on the Adult Sunday
school floor.

Arlington Heights
United Methodist Church
4200 Camp Bowie Blvd.
Fort Worth, TX 76107

Ministry Staff:
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Rev. Grant Palma, Associate Minister
Christy Barto, Seminary Intern
Josh Ingram, Youth Director
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Welcome New Members!

Joy!

Our condolences
Thoughts and prayers are offered
To the family and friends of John
Watts, who passed away.
To Maxine Lane on the death of her
sister, Ann.
To Family and Friends of Joan Sanders-Nally, who also passed away.

Welcome new members Eric and
Megan Hibbetts. If you see them in
the church, make sure to help make
them feel at home.

Beth, Mark, and
Olivia Wertman
welcomed baby
Andrew George
on Friday, Feb. 22.
He was 8 lbs. and 9
oz. and 21 inches
long.

Eggs needed: For our March 30 Easter Egg Hunt at North

Hi Mount Elementary, we need plastic Easter eggs and small
fillers (candy or toys). Bring donations to the church office.

To John and Pam James on the
death of John’s sister Teri.
If you love to take
photos with a camera, or even your
phone, we are looking for a few good
pictures! Please send photos of your
church events to
news@ahumc.com.
If you want to be a part of our photography ministry team, please contact Sarah Boyette,
Communications Coordinator.

