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Advent Begins Dec. 1
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90th Celebration Photos inside!

Advent begins next Sunday! Rev.
Mary Spradlin will lead a Bible
study in the Fellowship Hall at
9:40 a.m. on Sundays based on
Mike Slaughter's A Different Kind
of Christmas. All adults are welcome to attend. An optional daily
devotional book is available for
purchase in the Atrium ($6.00)

A Hand..Made Christmas Nov. 29
The annual G.I.F.T. Shop is coming on Sunday,
Dec. 1st from 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the Atrium.
G.I.F.T. stands for “Gifts Inspired by Faith and
Thanksgiving. This event is a great way to shop for
your family, friends, teachers and colleagues. Gift giving never felt so good!
Instead of buying your child’s teacher another
mug, consider making a contribution in their name to
United Community Centers to buy materials for their
Child Literacy Program. Your Dad probably does not
need another tie. Instead, make a donation to
WestAid to purchase 500 pounds of food from the
Food Bank.
At G.I.F.T. Shop, we will have the following agencies represented: Justice for our Neighbors, Meals on
Wheels, Methodist Children’s Home, NICA, Project
44, United Community Centers and WestAid. Checkout the shopping list to make your gift giving as easy
as pie. On Sunday, Dec. 1, bring your check book.
Make a donation to the organization and receive a gift
card you can present to that special someone. You
can also check-out volunteer opportunities with the
agencies as well. If you can’t make it on the Dec. 1,
contact Kelly Bevis at
Kelly.a.bevis@wellsfargoadvisors .com or call her at
(817) 929-5722 and she can be your personal shopper.

On Friday, Nov. 29 from 9 a.m. –noon
AHUMC youth group members, along with
other caring adults will be available to help
your 3 year old-5th grade students make
Christmas presents to give away. The
planned activities of the day will be divided
into fun, games and gifts that are age
appropriate. (limited nursery available for
infants though 2 years)
This is a dual opportunity for families and youth group
students who have an opportunity to go on a ski trip during
spring break. The cost of this event will be $15 for one child,
$20 for two, and $25 for three children in the same family.
Space is limited, so reservations must be made by calling the
church office, 817-737-3161. Invite your friends to shop and
leave your children at church with loving, caring youth and
adults. For more information, call Wendie Lunsford, 817-8915290.
Out of the Box and Around the Table
Sunday, Dec. 1, 5 to 7 p.m.
This special evening will include family-style
dinner, activities, and Advent memories for all
ages. Please stop by the table in the Atrium to
make your reservations for this free
event. Every household in our church, whether
you have 1 or 100, is requested to attend.
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Every year, we say we’re going to
cut back, simplify, and have a
family Christmas that focuses on
the real reason for the season—
Jesus. But every year,
advertisements beckon, the
children plead, and it seems
easier just to indulge our wants
and whims. Overspending,
overeating, materialism, and busyness rob us of our peace and joy and rob
Jesus of his rightful role as the center of our celebration. (from Mike
Slaughter's A Different Kind of Christmas: Devotions for the Season)
Two years ago, our congregation participated in The Advent
Conspiracy. During the Advent season, we reminded ourselves
that Advent is a time to focus on waiting, worshiping and
giving - not on spending and receiving. This emphasis was
helpful for me and my family, and it has changed our
expectations about what "giving" and "getting" mean at
Christmastime.
But the fact remains that a Christmas that isn't focused on
consumerism is counter-cultural. A late Thanksgiving date
shortens the shopping season this year; and the floodgates of
Black Friday will open early, with a number of major retailers
opening their doors on Thanksgiving Day. We have long
gotten used to seeing Christmas decorations hit the stores
before Halloween is over, with the emphasis falling, not on
Jesus Christ, but on retail profits.
What is a Christian to do? How do we balance the sacred with
the secular? How do we create the time and the space that
helps us enjoy the real meaning of the season?
My prayer for our congregation is that we will be able to
celebrate "a different kind of Christmas" this year. On
December 1, we'll begin with "Out of the Box and Around the
Table" - an event for families of all sizes and ages - where you
will be invited to create opportunities to "unplug" and connect
with family during the Advent season. Throughout Advent, our
church-wide study will also be the emphasis of our sermons, as
we explore five themes together: Expect a Miracle; Giving Up
on Perfect; Scandalous Love; Jesus' Wish List; and By a
Different Road.
Opportunities to gather with loved ones and create meaningful
memories will also be found at our Prelude to Christmas,
presented by our Chancel Choir, and Carols by Candlelight,
presented by our Handbell Ministry. And a time of quiet solace
will be available during our Service of Healing and Hope.
This Christmas, I invite you to unplug, unwind, un-fret, and un
-stress. This Christmas, let us join together to celebrate A
Different Kind of Christmas.
God Bless,

Rev. Mary

T HE GIFT OF GENEROSITY
This holiday season, we
thank everyone who has
supported Arlington
Heights United Methodist
Church this past year with
their time, talent and
financial contributions and
look forward to support
from all of our members in
the year ahead. If you need a convenient way to make
regular offerings or if you plan to make an additional gift
before the end of the year, we encourage you to look into
our electronic giving options. As the pace of life speeds
up, especially around the holidays, you may find
electronic giving a most welcome way to make
contributions. Visit www.ahumcfw.org or contact the
church office for more information.

Contributors must deliver checks on or by December
31, 2013 in order to claim a charitable contribution
deduction for 2013. Checks that are placed in the
church offering plate during the first Sunday in January
2014 will not qualify for a charitable contribution
deduction in 2013, even if the check is predated to
2013 or was actually written in 2013. However, under
the so-called “mailbox exception,” checks that are
written, mailed, and postmarked in 2013 will be
deductible in 2013 though they are not received by the
church until 2014. We are very careful to examine
envelopes every year to make sure of the postmark in
order to accurately post contributions. –Sue McCuistion

Past and future of AHUMC

Our current senior pastor, Rev. Mary Spradlin, is
pictured with former pastors Rev. Melissa
Nichols, Rev. Charles McClure and Rev. Henry
Radde.
Photo by Renee Seeds

Celebrating our 90th Anniversary: Block Party

We joyfully celebrated our past, present and future
during the 90th Anniversary Block Party
and Sunday Celebrations. As we move forward in the
Spirit, let's remember Rev. Mary's encouragement to
be like Jacob. We will honor the presence of God in
this place, and those who came before us to build
our 'Home Base' in this House of God. But like Jacob,
we won't just stay at 'Home Base'. We will go beyond
these walls into our bigger dreams. As we continue
our journey of building God's Kingdom, what are our
dreams, and where are they carrying us?

90 Years: A Look Back

Celebration Worship Service

Advent 2013

Advent Noon Concert
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 12:00 p.m.
Gather in the Atrium for a light lunch followed
by the sounds of Christmas presented by Grace
Notes, our ladies’ ensemble, as well as other
special vocal and instrumental music.
A Service of Healing and Hope
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 6:30 p.m.
The joy of the season can be hard to find,
particularly for those who are suffering the loss
of a loved one. All who desire a quiet,
contemplative time to connect with God in the
midst of the busy-ness of Advent are invited to
this special Communion service.

Angel Adoption Tree
Sunday mornings, Dec. 1, 8, and 15
Make Christmas memorable for a student from
North Hi Mount Elementary. Visit the table in
the Atrium to choose an angel.
G.I.F.T. Shop
Sunday, Dec. 1, 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Out of the Box and Around the Table
Sunday, Dec. 1, 5 to 7 p.m.
This special evening will include family-style
dinner, activities, and Advent memories for all
ages.
The Journey by Adam Hamilton
Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 5:30 p.m.
Join Allen Lutes at our covenant church, Grace
UMC (4028 Calmont) as he leads a study based
on The Journey by Adam Hamilton. The study
will continue at 5:30 p.m. each Wednesday
during Advent.
United Methodist Women Christmas Tea
Saturday, Dec. 7, 10:00 a.m.
Come celebrate the season with our United
Methodist Women during a time of food and
fellowship.
Breaking News! Baby Born in Bethlehem
Sunday, Dec. 8, 6 p.m.
Invite your neighbors to our annual Children’s
Musical. A reception will follow.

A Prelude to Christmas
Sunday, Dec. 15, 7:00 p.m.
You will not want to miss this beautiful concert
of traditional music of the season, presented by
our Chancel Choir. Invite your friends!
Pastor’s Open House
Sunday, Dec. 22, 4:00-6:30 p.m.
The Spradlin Family invites you to join us for a
casual time of fellowship before the Carols by
Candlelight concert. Children are welcome!
3940 Floyd Dr., 76116.
Carols by Candlelight
Sunday, Dec. 22, 7:00 p.m.
Bell Conte Ringers and Agape Ringers will be
joined by Grace Notes Women’s Ensemble and
guests to present traditional music of the
season.
Christmas Eve Worship Services
Noon (Grace UMC), 5:00 p.m. (Service for
Children and Families), 7:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
We will observe the night of our Savior’s birth
with candles, carols and Communion.
La Posada
Sunday, Jan. 5, 5:00 p.m.
An AHUMC tradition! We’ll start with a worship
service at Grace UMC and then sing carols as
we process down Clover Lane behind Joseph
and Mary on a donkey. When we join the Wise
Men on camels at AHUMC, we’ll gather around
the manger to celebrate and sing. Tamales, hot
chocolate, and more will be offered free for all
of our guests. Invite your friends!

www.ahumcfw.org

Prelude to Christmas Dec. 15
At 7:00 p.m. on Sunday evening Dec. 15, the
Chancel Choir, under the direction of Steve Simons,
will present a concert of Christmas music with
full orchestra entitled “Prelude to Christmas.”
This hour of familiar music will appeal to the entire
family. “It seems that sometimes we forget to include
the children’s musical interests when presenting our
annual Advent Concert, so this year this “family
friendly” concert will replace Messiah that has been our
tradition these past few years” says Simons. “We may
return to our popular Messiah program in the future but
this year I just wanted to make an appeal to a broader
audience that might not attend our usual traditional
Advent offering.”
Familiar Christmas carols arranged for orchestra
and chorus by Ralph Vaughan Williams, Robert Shaw
and others will be presented, including secular songs
that we have all known since childhood. The hour
will conclude with a “sing-a-long” for chorus, orchestra
and audience which will provide a “prelude to
Christmas” as we enter our final ten days before
Christmas Eve.
Please circle your calendar for Dec. 15 at 7:00
p.m. and plan to attend with the whole family. “I know
it will be a fun hour and your attendance will insure
its success that evening,” says Simons. This also
provides a wonderful opportunity to invite a friend or
neighbor to join in our celebration of the season!
— Dr. Steve Simons

Christmas at Haupt Preschool

Mildred Haupt Preschool’s annual Children’s
Christmas Program will be held on Thursday and
Friday, Dec. 19 and 20 beginning at 10 a.m. in the
sanctuary. Our Christmas program re-tells the
Christmas story. The two year olds are our sheep and
shepherds along with our three year classes as angels
and our Pre K as the Holy Family and the visiting
kings. This tradition started back in the 80’s and is a
very special part of our program. Our music teacher,
Amanda Gladden, begins working on teaching the
songs in November and the children look forward to
performing every year. Everyone is welcome.

The UMW Christmas Tea will be held Saturday,
December 7 at 10am in Fellowship Hall. All
women of the church are invited to attend this
joyful event leading into the Christmas
season. Lee Carver will give the
program. Entertainment will be a duet by Nila
Mair and Alan Kerr. The 2014 UMW officers will
be installed by Rev. Mary Spradlin.

Our beautiful Christmas tree will be
on display in the Atrium beginning
Sunday, Dec. 1, and all who
worship here are asked to help
provide decorations.
Each year, our members and
friends are invited to provide an
ornament as a “heritage gift” to
AHUMC.
Before placing your ornament on the tree,
please tag it with the name of the individual or
family who provided it, along with the year it
was given.
In years to come, as we gather to worship
during Advent, we will each be able to find the
unique contributions we have each made to
enhance this special season of the year.

Youth Camping Trip at
Mineral Wells State Park

Angel Adoption Tree
Sundays, Dec. 1, 8, and 15
Make Christmas memorable
for a student from North Hi
Mount Elementary. Visit the
table in the Atrium to choose
an angel.
There will be no more
Heights Nights for the
remainder of 2013.
Heights Nights will
resume on
Wednesday, Feb. 5.
Stay tuned for
announcements
about upcoming
studies, themes, and
delicious meals!

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)
is on the ground in the Philippines, responding in
the wake of Typhoon Haiyan. Initial response
involves the distribution of food and water
purification tablets. To help with this effort,
please mark your check: Typhoon, Advance
#982450. 100% of funds go directly to those in
need. Thank you!

During a recent
campout,
AHUMC’s youth
and adults enjoyed connecting
with God while
rock-climbing, hiking, and teambuilding at Mineral Wells State
Park.

Carols by Candle Light Concert
Sunday, December 22 ~ 7:00 pm

THANK YOU!
What an amazing congregation!
The 90th
Anniversary Celebration was a great experience
for everyone who participated. Special thanks go
to the nearly 60 volunteers who invested a
tremendous amount of time and energy to assure
the weekend’s success. It was also a gift to the
organizing team to see the love of this church by
the members expressed through their involvement
with the celebration. When individuals were asked
to help, they not only assumed a great deal of
responsibility, they seem to take on a calling. In
the end, they exceeded all of our expectations.

The Handbell Ministry of
AHUMC will present their Annual
Carols by Candle Light concert on
Sunday, December 22 at 7:00 pm in
the sanctuary. Bell Conte Ringers
and Agape Ringers will be the featured artists as they ring traditional
Christmas music many have come to
love. Grace Notes Women’s Ensemble and guests will be on the
program. Instrumental accompaniment for the evening will include: organ, piano, violins, cellos,
flute and a variety of percussion instruments. The congregation will also have an opportunity to join in carol singing as
well.
This concert comes just three days prior to Christmas will
be the perfect venue for our members to invite friends and
family to attend as they begin their Christmas celebrations. A
reception will follow the concert in the Atrium of the church.

Because you have
played such an
important part in
their lives,
Please join us as we
celebrate the
50th Wedding Anniversary of
Jerry and Martha Blessing
Saturday, Dec. 7
2 to 4 p.m.
AHUMC Atrium

It would be remiss not to mention a few
extraordinary individuals who helped make this all
possible. Betty Nethery, Barbara Sharpe, Lu Marler,
Carol Holze, Cherry Richardson, Jo Klemm, Ken
Marx, Phil Truax, Kevin Allen, Donnie Ward, the
Music Ministry, and the entire church staff all
created their own support teams that made the
90th Anniversary Weekend a special moment in the
history of the church. Thank you for your gift to all
of us.
Steve Kintigh & Linda Allen

Children’s Dreams for AHUMC
At the 90th celebration, members
were asked what their dreams for
AHUMC were. Lila Manriquez wants
unicorns at AHUMC. Hallie Spradlin
wants to worship in her pajamas.
Coleman Hanson doesn’t want the
church to catch on fire ever again.
See more fun photos at
www.facebook.com/ahumc
(Click on “photos”)

Kindly RSVP to Debbie at
817-404-7858.

*Your friendship is a treasured gift; we request
no other.

Ministry Staff:
Rev. Mary Spradlin, Senior Minister
Rev. Grant Palma, Associate Minister
Rev. Jim Pledger, Associate Minister
Allen Lutes, Seminary Intern
Josh Ingram, Youth Director
Wendie Lunsford, Children’s Director
Anne Bloesser, Haupt Preschool
Director
Angela Pasquet, Nursery Director
Dr. Steve Simons, Chancel Choir Director
Tani Simons, Children’s Choir Director
Frank Shroyer, Music Associate
Gwen Patteson, Administrative Assistant
Sue McCuistion, Finance Administrator
Sarah Boyette, Communications
Coordinator
Rick and Paula Trevino, Building Stewards
Monica Kintigh, Adjunct Staff/Licensed
Counselor
(For an appointment with Dr. Kintigh,
call 817-528-5613)
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Children’s Musical Dec. 8

Our condolences go to:
Sally Gooch on the death of her father, Mel Moore.
Norma and John Barron on the death of Kathy Rice, their
daughter-in-law.

Sunday, Dec. 8, 6 p.m.
Invite your neighbors to our annual Children’s
Choir Christmas Musical. A reception will follow.

Our sanctuary’s rose window has been
adapted into blank note
cards by our Handbell
Ministry. The cards are 5
1/2 x 4 1/4” and feature a
picture of the window on
the front with a narrative
of the figures in the
stained glass on the back
of the card. Cards will be
available for purchase in the Atrium on
Sunday, Dec. 8. The cards are nicely tied with
Christmas ribbon and come in a set of nine
cards and envelopes for $10.00 They are the
perfect stocking stuffer or little Christmas gift
for someone special. –Frank Shroyer

