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Living on the Altar 
Marian Anderson was the 20th-century’s greatest contralto.  Before she went 
on to become a well-known name, she was a young girl who sang in the choir 
at the Union Baptist Church in Philadelphia.  Her church family knew she had 

a special gift at such a young age.  They wanted to do something to encourage her gift, so 
they pooled their pocket change together into “The Fund for Marian Anderson’s Future” and 
sent her to New York City to make her debut.  Unfortunately, she was not prepared for her 
Town Hall moment.  It was a disaster, and she returned to Philadelphia in disgrace.  Her em-
barrassment, and subsequent depression, lasted over a year until something her mother had 
been telling her sunk into her heart.  “Marian, grace must come before greatness.  Why don’t 
you think about this failure a little and pray about it a lot?” 
 
Grace must come before greatness.  Romans 12 begins a new section of this jewel of a book 
to talk about Christian behavior, but grace comes first: “Therefore I urge you, brothers, in 
view of God’s mercy…” (Romans 12:1). Paul understood the importance of God’s amazing 
grace.  In that grace is our only hope.  After reminding us of God’s mercy, Paul moves not to 
greatness, but to the altar: “…to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 
God – this is your spiritual act of worship” (Romans 12:1). 
 
The word sacrifice is a pretty unpleasant word.  When I think of sacrifice, I picture screaming 
animals being dragged onto stone altars where priests with sharp knives slit the throats of 
innocent lambs.  I picture blood splattered all over the place.  It is messy, smelly, and disgust-
ing. 
 
Paul says the one to be sacrificed is not to be an animal, but you.  God wants not your death, 
but your life.  The operative word here is “living.”  God wants living sacrifices.  Given all that 
God has done for you, God wants you to take your life and give it back to Him.  You present 
your life to God as your worship offering.  
 
In every person’s life there is an altar.  We worship what we live for, and we live for what we 
worship.  The altar is the place of sacrifice. This is not just about giving up something, but al-
so giving ourselves to something.  We think of self-denial when we hear the word sacrifice.  
Perhaps we should think in terms of “self-contribution.”  We get to pour ourselves into some-
thing eternal.  Ask the great parents, teachers, and servants of God and they will tell you that 
they do what they do for the love of it. 
 
So climb right up on the altar.  It won’t kill you, but it will infuse you and invigorate you with life 
as you have never known before. The only problem with living sacrifices is that they keep 

crawling off the altar.  Don’t allow this world to become the model by 
which our families and vocations and dreams are measured by.  Let 
Jesus serve as your model (Romans 8:29).    Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,052 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     Sept  10       175     $3,991 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

e-mail: office@acoc.comcastbiz.net 
Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

 Connection Sunday is tonight at 6 p.m. 
Please bring finger foods.  We will meet in 
the fellowship hall for a devotional and a 
time of getting to know the Arlington fami-
ly better. 

 Hope Central tomorrow, Sept. 18, 4 to 6 
p.m. at Arlington.  See Sue Mink if you 
would like to help with food. 

 Seniors Dixie Stampede Trip, Tuesday, 
Sept. 19.  See Edith Weldon for details. 

 Fourth Sunday Fellowship, Sept 24. 
Please bring food to share.  There will be 
no evening assembly. 

 We will meet with Hope Church to as-
sist Tommy with teaching kids classes on 
Sun., Oct. 1, 3:30 p.m.  They are meeting 
at the Hope House-1944 Woodbine Ave. 

 YPYF small group Bible study, Sun. 
night, Oct. 1, 5 p.m.  This Bible study 
group will meet the first Sunday night of 
each month at the church building to 
study through 1 Corinthians.  The focus 
will be on church unity as a theme.  
Please bring finger foods.  See Alan 
Groves or Jason McDougal for questions. 

 YPYF fall camping trip at Frozen Head 
State Park, Oct. 6-8. See Jason McDou-
gal for details. 

 Baby Shower for Tyler and LeAnne 
Norris Sun., Oct 8, at the building.  De-
tails to follow. 

 Bible Teachers Training with Tommy 
Drinnen, Sun., Oct. 22, 1 to 3:30 p.m. fol-
lowing lunch at the church bldg.  All of our 
current Bible teachers and those interest-
ed in teaching are encourage to attend.  
Childcare will be provided. 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, September 17, 2017 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers: Mark 
Percell, recovering from surgery; Jesse 
Rutherford; Terry Trent; Allison Thomas; 
Garry Loftis; Jerry Fittro; Becky Johnson; 
Roger Mink; Casey Owens; Shirley Wag-
goner and Billy; Tom Drinnen; Dan Trent; 
Karla Loftis and her dad; Lynda Elliott. 
Friends and Loved ones: Becky Gib-
son’s dad, Tom Tate, in the hospital with 
heart issues; Pat & Patricia Ramsey’s 
son, Michael, was in a car accident; 
Cathy Gilliam’s brother, Steve Sparks; 
Herb Hurst; Jeff Hodges mother, Betty 
Hodges; Aiden Darnell; Sandy Toney’s 
brother, Melvin; David Hunter; Deb Colo-
nes; Bill Norris; Faith Tindell; Greg Dyer; 
Helen Monroe’s god-son, Ian Whelahan; 
Allison Thomas’ niece, Alley Gregory; 
those affected by recent hurricanes. 
Shut-ins: Betty Buckner; Jack & Rosaline 
Davis; Fred Galbreath; Edna Hullender; 
Peggy Mehlhorn; Kathryn Norman. 
Missionaries: Tom & Angie Langley; 
Tommy Drinnen. 

 
Coming Soon 

 
Family Matters 

 
Family News 

 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

 Romans 12:1-2 

Living on the Alter 
 

Sunday Night:  
Connection Sunday 6 p.m. 

 

. 

 

BIRTHDAYS  
THIS WEEK 

 

   Sept   18 Katherine Norman 
   Sept   19 Jessie Rutherford 
   Sept   21 Cindy Wallace 
   Sept   24 Tina McDougal 
   Sept   24 Jackson Gillispie 
 

Happy Birthday!! 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 

 

Serve @ Table:  

Tyler Norris, Kevin Gillispie 
Ronnie Weldon, John David Potter 

Zach Shannon, Colby Coleman 

 

Opening Prayer: Randy Riggs 
Preside at Table:  Wayne Shannon 
Greeters: B Pruett & D Chapman 

Nursery: Niki & Lexi Price 
Security: T Mallicoat & C Coomer 

Elders: Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
 Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
 Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
 Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
 Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 David Tiller  Ph:   607-1945 
 

Deacons: Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
 Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
 Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
 Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister: Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries: Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 
              Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 
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Grace Cooke  
was baptized into Christ  

on Saturday, Sept. 9.   
We rejoice along with the 
Cooke family for Grace’s  

decision to unite her life with Christ. 
------------------------------- 

Hillbrook Family Camp 
Oct. 27 and 28   

Everyone is invited. 
Sign up on the hall bulletin 
board if you plan to attend. 
See Keith Tatum for more 

details. 

  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Caring Cards Ministry 
 

The Caring Cards Ministry  
provides cards for our  

sick and shut-ins, as well as  
friends and family members.   

Please see the information on the 
 table in the hallway leading to the  

office for additional information. Your 
participation is needed to send cards 

as well as to provide  
information regarding those 

who would benefit from  
receiving cards.   
Please talk to  

John or Barbara Hoff  
for more details. 

    

Caring Cards 


