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Connecting People to our Lord and one Another 
  

  

What the Real Problem Is 
 

Let’s say your car breaks down.  It won’t start.  You believe the problem to be 
the battery.  So you buy a new battery, turn the key, and nothing.  Well, your 
next solution is to replace the starter.  You buy the starter, pay a buddy to put 

it in, and turn the key.  Still nothing.  Next you address the alternator.  You purchase the part, 
call your friend back who is a want-to-be mechanic, and replace the alternator.  Still the car 
will not start.  You finally break down and do what your wife has been telling you to do from 
the beginning, “take it to the licensed mechanic.”  He does a quick diagnostic and discovers 
you had a blown fuse.  A $2 fuse is all you needed.  It always helps to know the real problem. 
 
Paul is our expert for the moment as he reveals humanity’s real problem as laid out in Ro-
mans.   Paul says that the law itself is holy, just and good (7:12).  It is a good thing in and of 
itself.  But if you have a flawed person that is working with the law, it is an entirely different 
thing.  For example, let’s say you want an alarm system put into your home because there 
has been a rash of break-ins in your neighborhood.  But the day the alarm company is to 
come and install the system, you are very sick.  You ask a neighbor to let the alarm company 
have access to your home and install the system on the doors and windows.  Your neighbor 
learns exactly how the system works.  The problem is that this gave him an idea…he is now 
in a great positon to break into the home himself.  There was nothing wrong with the alarm 
system.  It worked perfectly fine.  But the alarm system put the thought in the mind of the 
neighbor to pull off the job.  The point is that if you have an untrustworthy neighbor helping to 
install the system, it will work against you rather than for you. 
 
You will notice in Romans 7, the use of the personal pronoun “I” is used often.  People in the 
ancient world often wrote in the first person singular (‘I’) when they wanted to say something 
more general.  Sometimes English does this with the first person plural (‘we’).  With this un-
derstanding, Paul is not talking about himself per-se or even the human race in general.  He 
is talking about Israel, who received the law as a good gift from God but who found that there 
was someone lying in wait, like the untrusty neighbor, to take advantage of the new gift. 
 
The untrusty neighbor was “Sin”.  Sin grabbed its opportunity.  Like the neighbor who might 
not have thought about breaking in if he had not witnessed the installation of the alarm sys-
tem, Israel discovers the power of covetousness by being warned against it (verses 7 and 8).  
However much the law promised life, the presence of sin meant that it could only deliver 
death. 
 
Sin is a force opposed to God’s creation.  It loves to distort and destroy the world God made; 
including humans who reflect His image and the chosen people God has called to be agents 

of His redemption. We should never underestimate sin, but also never for-
get how we have been rescued from it – Jesus Christ our Lord!    
         Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,052 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     August  13       158     $4,870 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

e-mail: office@acoc.comcastbiz.net 
Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 
JUST A REMINDER:   

Please do not leave any of our outside 
doors propped open for any reason. 

 

 We will meet for worship tonight at 6 
p.m., and talk about “Growing the 
Church.”  Mark will also give an overview 
of the congregational surveys that were 
collected. 

 

 NO Hope Central, tomorrow, August 21. 
 

 Radiant Girls Conference, Hardin Valley 
COC, for teenage girls, Sat., Aug. 26, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  See Mark or board for 
more information. 

 

 Fourth Sunday Fellowship, Aug. 27.  
Please bring food to share. 

 

 Everyone is invited to go bowling after 
our fellowship meal, Sun., Aug. 27.  It will 
be at Fountain Strike and Spare. See 
Mark for details. 

 

 We will serve lunch at the UT Christian 
Student Center, Wed., Aug. 30, 11 a.m. 

 

 Worship with Hope Church, Sunday, 
Sept. 3, 3:30-4:30 p.m.  Location TBA. 

 

 Arlington will host a tail gate party at 
the UT Christian Student Ctr on Sat., Sept 
9. We will need people to help cook and 
greet students.  See Keith Tatum or Mark 
Brackney for details and if you can help.  

 

 Everyone is invited to the Brackney’s 
Sun. night, Sept. 10, 5 p.m. for food, 
games, and fellowship.  Please bring 
food/drinks to share and a lawn chair. 

 

 Seniors Dixie Stampede Trip, Tuesday, 
Sept. 19.  See Edith Weldon for details. 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, August 20, 2017 

Our Sympathy is extended to...the fami-
ly of Doyle Tate, Mark’s uncle, as they 
mourn his passing last Sunday. 
In Our Thoughts and Prayers: Terry 
Trent; Allison Thomas; Garry Loftis has a 
broken ankle; Jerry Fittro; Becky John-
son; Roger Mink; Casey Owens; Shirley 
Waggoner and Billy; Tom Drinnen; Dan 
Trent; Karla Loftis and her dad; Lynda 
Elliott. 
Friends and Loved ones: Steve Hurst 
came forward last Sunday requesting 
prayers for his mother’s health; Bill El-
liott’s son, Wayne; Aiden Darnell; Sandy 
Toney’s brother, Melvin; David Hunter; 
Deb Colones; Kay Perry; Bill Norris; Faith 
Tindell; Greg Dyer; Shane Mink & family; 
Helen Monroe’s god-son, Ian Whelahan; 
Allison Thomas’ niece, Alley Gregory. 
Shut-ins: Betty Buckner; Jack & Rosaline 
Davis; Fred Galbreath; Edna Hullender; 
Peggy Mehlhorn; Kathryn Norman. 
Missionaries: Tom & Angie Langley; 
Tommy Drinnen. 

 
Coming Soon 

 
Family Matters 

 
Family News 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

 Romans 7 

What the Real Problem Is 
 

Sunday Night:  
Growing the Church 6 p.m. 

 

. 

 

BIRTHDAYS  
THIS WEEK 

 
   Aug   21 Sandy Toney 
   Aug   24 Cathy Gilliam 
   Aug   26 Ava Thomas 
   Aug   27 Claire Mallicoat 
 

Happy Birthday!! 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 

 

Serve @ Table:  

Bruce McQuaig, Bob DeWitt 
Bob Campbell, Jonathan Brackney 

Bill Langley, Woody Holloway 

 

Opening Prayer: Randy Riggs 
Preside at Table:  Wayne Shannon 

Greeters: B Pruett & G Loftis 
Nursery: Lori Tiller & Sara Sykes 

Security: K Tatum & D Jones 

Elders: Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
 Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
 Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
 Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
 Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 David Tiller  Ph:   607-1945 
 

Deacons: Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
 Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
 Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
 Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister: Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries: Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 
              Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 

 
 

. 
 

 
 

Optional  
children’s worship… 

is available for  
ages 3 to 8 during  
morning worship.  
Children will be  

dismissed before  
the sermon.   

Please pick up your 
child after worship. 

 

 

----------------------------- 
 

 

Caring Cards Ministry 
 

The Caring Cards Ministry provides 
cards for our sick and shut-ins, as well 

as friends and family members.  
Please see the information on the 

 table in the hallway  
leading to the office  

for additional information. 
Your participation is  

needed to send cards as 
well as to  

provide information  
regarding those who 
would benefit from  

receiving cards.   
Please talk to  

John or Barbara Hoff  
for more details. 

    

Caring Cards 


