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Rejoicing in Sufferings 
 

In Romans 5:1, Paul tells the Roman church that they have been declared 
“justified” and now have peace with God through Christ.  This idea of peace 

carries two meanings.  First, there is the inner sense of security as we appreciate the bless-
ings we enjoy in Christ.  Second, God has ceased to be hostile toward us and we can now 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  We are tempted to think that true peace means we no 
longer have worries or problems.  Some Christians teach that if you have “real faith,” you will 
enjoy material prosperity and physical well-being.  This “health-and-wealth” gospel is often 
spread through the media.  But even if we don’t buy into this teaching, many tend to think that 
suffering is bad and we can’t be a victorious Christian if we suffer. 
 
Paul says much about suffering in Romans 5:3-4.  These verses make four points to give us 
a better perspective on suffering.  (1) Suffering is a normal part of a consistent Christian life.  
Paul told his new converts: “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 14:22).   Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble” (John 16:33).  Paul even 
hints at suffering being a gift from the Lord: “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ 
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him” (Phil. 1:29).  All over the New Testament 
we are told believers will suffer.  We live in a world hostile to God and his values.  As we live 
out God’s values, those hostile to God will be hostile to us.    
 
(2) God uses suffering to accomplish his purposes.  What Paul says here about suffering 
echoes in James 1:2-4 and I Peter 1:6.  The trials of life are a means of testing our faith and 
giving strength to our Christian commitment.  If we are honest, we don’t look forward to going 
through hard times.  We also often look for comfort from this world.  Seeking comfort and se-
curity in this life can be at the expense of our Christian values.  However, going through diffi-
cult times helps loosen the tie to this world and bring us closer to God.  Suffering helps pry us 
from this world and its pleasures. 
 
(3) We are to rejoice in the midst of, but not in, suffering.  Cancer is not a good thing and 
something you should not rejoice in if you have it.  We don’t praise God for sickness, the loss 
of a job, or the death of a loved one.  We don’t rejoice in evil things, for God hates those 
things.  They are not a part of his original creation plan and one day he will eradicate them.  
But Paul does call on us to rejoice in the midst of afflictions, and even to rejoice because of 
afflictions.  Why?  Because we know God will accomplish something through them.   
 
(4) The suffering Paul speaks of here includes all the difficulties of this life.  It does apply to 
persecution, but more than that.  We face evil things each day.  We are in conflict with the 

values of this world.  The suffering Paul mentions in 5:4 is likely related to 
the trials he lists in 8:35: “trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or danger or sword.”    Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,052 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     July   30       140     $4,265 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

e-mail: office@acoc.comcastbiz.net 
Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 
JUST A REMINDER:   

Please do not leave any of our outside 
doors propped open for any reason. 

 

 Ladies prayer group will meet at Sue 
Mink’s, this Thurs., Aug.  10, 7 p.m. 

 

 Small groups, Sun. night, Aug. 13,  at 6 
p.m. 

 

 We will meet for worship Sun. night, 
Aug. 20, 6 p.m., and talk about “Growing 
the Church.” 

 

 Radiant Girls Conference, Hardin Val-
ley COC, for teenage girls, Sat., Aug. 26, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  See Mark or board for 
more information. 

 

 Fourth Sunday Fellowship, Aug. 27.  
Please bring food to share. 

 

 Middle/High School students and fami-
lies are invited to go bowling after our 
fellowship meal, Sun., Aug. 27.  See Mark 
for details. 

 

 We will serve lunch at the UT Christian 
Student Center, Wed., Aug. 30, 11 a.m. 

 

 Arlington will host a tail gate party at 
the UT Christian Student Ctr on Sat., Sept 
9. We will need people to help cook and 
greet students.  See Keith Tatum or Mark 
Brackney for details and if you can help.  

 

 Everyone is invited to the Brackney’s 
Sun. night, Sept. 10, 5 p.m. for food, 
games, and fellowship.  Please bring 
food/drinks to share and a lawn chair.   

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, August 6, 2017 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers: Terry 
Trent is having surgery tomorrow; Allison 
Thomas; Carroll Coomer; Jerry Fittro; 
Becky Johnson; Roger Mink; Casey Ow-
ens; Shirley Waggoner and Billy; Tom 
Drinnen; Dan Trent; Karla Loftis and her 
dad; Lynda Elliott. 
 

Friends and Loved ones: Bill Elliott’s 
son, Wayne, is having issues with his 
eyes and heart; Sandy Toney’s brother, 
Melvin; Crystal Galbreath, Sharon’s 
daughter-in-law; David Hunter; Dorothy 
Potter; Deb Colones; Kay Perry; Bill Nor-
ris; Faith Tindell; Greg Dyer; Shane Mink 
& family; Helen Monroe’s god-son, Ian 
Whelahan; Allison Thomas’ niece, Alley 
Gregory. 
 

Shut-ins: Betty Buckner; Jack & Rosaline 
Davis; Fred Galbreath; Edna Hullender; 
Peggy Mehlhorn; Kathryn Norman. 
 

Missionaries: Tom & Angie Langley; 
Tommy Drinnen. 

 
Coming Soon 

 
Family Matters 

 
Family News 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

 Romans 5 

Rejoicing in Sufferings 
 

Sunday Night:  
No Evening Assembly 

 

. 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS  
THIS WEEK 

 
 

   Aug    7 Steve Cooke 
   Aug    8 Jill Cooke 
   Aug   11 Gregg Summers 
   Aug   13 Angie Simon 
   Aug   13 Doris Reeves 
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 

 

Serve @ Table:  

Bruce McQuaig, Bob DeWitt 
Bob Campbell, Jonathan Brackney 

Bill Langley, Woody Holloway 

 

Opening Prayer: Keith Tatum 
Preside at Table:  Steve Cooke 
Greeters: John & Laura Burka 

Nursery: Bernice Borg & Sue Bivens 
Security: R Weldon & P Ramsey 

Elders: Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
 Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
 Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
 Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
 Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 David Tiller  Ph:   607-1945 
 

Deacons: Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
 Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
 Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
 Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister: Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries: Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 
              Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 

We are preparing freezer din-
ners for Lynda Elliott who is not 
able to cook due to her health.  
You can bring the freezer bags or 
containers of food to the church 
building and place in the freezer in the 
kitchen.  Please mark with Lynda’s name 
on the bag/container.  Ada Shannon will 
deliver the meals. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Optional  
children’s worship… 

is available for ages 3 to 8 
during morning worship.  

Children will be dismissed 
before the sermon.   

Please pick up your child 
after worship. 

----------------------------- 

Caring Cards Ministry 
The Caring Cards Ministry provides 

cards for our sick and shut-ins, as well 
as friends and family members.  

Please see the information on the  ta-
ble in the hallway leading 
to the office for additional  

information. Your  
participation is needed to 
send cards as well as to 
provide information re-

garding those who would 
benefit from receiving 

cards.  Please talk to John or Barbara 
Hoff for more details. 

    

Caring Cards 


