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Both of our lessons this morning point toward a God who is powerful. 

Isaiah speaks of God as able to bring about nothing less than a new heaven and a new 

earth. 

And in our Gospel text from Luke, Jesus reassures us that even though the present may 

involve trial and tribulation, God is faithful. 

These themes are appropriate as we move toward the end of the church’s year and our 

celebration of Christ the King and Thanksgiving Sunday next week. 

Therefore, this Sunday is a good time for us to focus upon the phrase “Almighty God.” 

 

We believe that God is powerful, but powerful in what way? 

What does “Almighty God,” – 

A phrase not found in today’s lessons; 

But found in our creeds and hymns; 

And a phrase with which we begin so many of our prayers, mean in our lives today? 

  

We often begin our prayers with, “Almighty God.” 

We say: God is the mighty one. 

We say God is omnipotent. 

We say that God can do anything God wants to do. 

It’s in our creed: 

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty.” 

Yet, people today seem to waver between: 

 

1) A belief in a God who is alleged to be good, but who doesn’t actually do 

anything. 

A God who is loving, but not able. 

2) And a belief that God is all-powerful and must be, (considering the sorry state of 

our world), 

Unwilling to use that power for our good. 

 

So, is it accurate to say that God is “Almighty”? 

What do we mean by that acclamation? 

Have we gathered today to worship some heavenly tyrant, one who by sheer power forces 

the world into God’s will? 

There are those who protest against this tyrannical view of God. 

 

They give us “protest atheism.” 

If God really is this almighty ruler, then we will not worship this kind of God, these 

protest atheists say. 

 

Others protest the “Almighty God” image by asking: 
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“Why, if God is so omnipotent, why doesn’t the all powerful God manage to run the 

world in a more caring and loving way? 

There is such great, undeniable evil in our world. 

So, why doesn’t God intervene more often and put an end to all of it? 

If God is believed to be good, which we believe; 

And if God is all powerful, which we believe; 

Then why don’t we see solid evidence of God’s acts of kindness and charity more often?” 

 

There’s a famous depiction of this dilemma in a novel by the Christian writer Fyodor 

Dostoyevsky. 

A character in the novel says: 

If God allows the suffering of even one innocent child, that is enough to reject God. 

 

The terrible events of 9/11, in New York, Washington  D.C. and Pennsylvania illustrate 

sufficiently the great challenge we have before us with the affirmation that God is 

almighty and that God is good. 

You look at the world on some days, with such terrible evil running wild, and it’s hard to 

see that the world is the fabrication of a good and all-powerful God. 

I remind you that the criminals, who planned and executed the great tragedy on 9/11, all 

thought they were obeying the righteous will of an Almighty God. 

 

Some say we can get out of this dilemma through an appeal to human freedom. 

God has created people who are free to live as they choose, free to do evil if they choose. 

Their abuse of their God-given freedom shouldn’t be blamed on God, they say. 

So, does God bring about disaster and evil? 

Listen to the prophet Amos when he says: (Amos 3:6) 

“Does disaster befall a city, unless the Lord has done it?”  

Many claim, with the prophet, that nothing that happens, even the bad things that happen, 

is outside God’s knowledge, at least in the sense that God permits it to occur. 

No sensible person would claim, I don’t think, that those who have evil things done to 

them, like the victims of 9/11, deserved their terrible fate. 

Matters are more complicated than a simplistic determination of innocent or deserved 

suffering. 

 

Faced with a similar situation, you may recall how Jesus said: 

“Those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them –  

Do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem, Jesus 

asks?” (Lk 13:4) 

You see, God’s grand, ultimate purpose behind what God does, or allows evildoers to do, 

is often beyond our comprehension. 

The English theologian Alistair McGrath says that we ought to think in three ways about 

the matter of God’s almightiness: 

 

1) God works long-term, allowing events to take their course. 

A child does not become an adult overnight, and glaciers are not known for their 

speed. 
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So, it is with everything in God’s creation. 

Already in Genesis 1 we learn that creation took place over a period of “days” and 

that God made a world that only became what it is over a long period of time.  

And once evil corrupted the good creation, processes in nature and history have 

taken longer. 

God allows things to take their course, not because God cannot do anything else, 

but because that is the nature of the created order. 

There is no instant salvation, no magical removal of evil at a stroke, not at least 

until God’s time has run its full course. 

 

2)  God never allows evil to run out of control. 

It’s true that evil can become entrenched in whole nations, as we saw happen in 

Germany in the last century, 

So that even innocent people seem to get caught up into complacency or 

following leaders that are quite against their true selves. 

But the way of all these systems is doomed. 

Notice the way the story of the coming of evil into God’s good world is told in 

Genesis. 

At each stage it brings disaster in its wake. 

Yet at each stage, God in God’s mercy sees to it that it’s restricted;  

. . . so that some good will eventually result. 

 

3)  Third, and most important of all, where does God reveal God’s power and God’s 

defeat of evil? 

It’s in the cross of Jesus. 

It’s there that we see the power, 

The wisdom, 

And the mercy of God in action. 

It’s there that the evil that would destroy goodness and love is faced and 

overcome, and its doom ensured. 

 

This is the basis of our confidence that God allows matters to take their time. 

And yet it shows that from within our time and space God takes charge of them in an 

omnipotent – all powerful  way. 

It is all powerful because evil has no answer to the one who conquers it by love alone, 

refusing to use the weapons of the enemy. 

It’s in that power we can trust. 

So the acclamation, “Almighty God” must be submitted, like all of our claims about God. 

It must be submitted to the truth of Jesus Christ.  

God is “almighty,” but not in any abstract, conventional sense. 

God is almighty in the same way that Jesus is almighty – as total and complete love. 

Jesus Christ was God submitting, in love, even to our evil, enduring pain that was caused 

by our sin. 

Jesus was God taking time to save us. 

God almighty saving us, but in God’s own way; 

In God’s own good time. 
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God is “almighty”, but only as Jesus Christ revealed God to us. 

God almighty is defined as Jesus Christ. 

God almighty: 

With a name; 

With a face; 

With a way of living and a way of dying. 

Almightiness redefined by the love of Christ. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

 

Almighty God, inspire us with a fresh confidence in your power to accomplish your 

purposes. As we struggle with the challenges of evil in our world, help us to not lose 

heart.  

We believe you to be able to save us, but sometimes we confess that we don’t see you 

moving on our time schedule or in ways that we expect. So, teach us to have faith in you 

as you are, rather than as we would have you to be.  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 


