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 The amount of money the Treasurer, J. P. Cox, received to be used for the new 

building was $73.46.  One amount recorded was $2.50 from Congressman T. M. Bell.  

Paid out was $139.38 on items needed that could not be donated by the members.  Some 

interesting finds were:  250 bricks cost $2.25; 8 gallons of paint cost $14.80; a bucket of 

turpentine cost 75 cents; a heater for the church cost $5.15; 1 dozen songbooks cost 

$2.75.    A box supper was held which raised $60.60.  Laura Mae Pugh received the gift 

for having the largest amount of votes at the supper. 

 

 Sunday School was started in 1906.  Several years after this it went dead.  John 

Payne was the treasurer for Sunday School in 1915.  He turned 50 cents into the church 

treasury because they felt the program would not be revived.  The fifty cents were 

returned in 1918 when the school was started back. 

 

 June 30, 1919, an ordination service was held.  Lester Hughes was ordained an 

elder; J. D. Dorris, Joe Gantt, Johnnie Payne, J. N. Cox, T. W. Cox and George 

Anderson were ordained deacons to serve with E. T. Porter, elder, and J. P. Cox, 

deacon. 

 

 W. G. Carter held the summer meeting in August 1920. 

 

 Gordon Kelly came to Antioch as their minister in late 1920 or January 1921.  

Preacher Kelly, as he was called, lived in Atlanta and came to Canton or Holly Springs 

on Saturday once in a month by bus or train.  The members would meet him and bring 

him to their house where he would spend the night.  Usually there were Saturday night 

services.  The first time Preacher Kelly came to Antioch Hansel Cox met him.  He was 

not paid a definite salary but received a love offering from the congregation.  Often 

times this was very little as the members made their living farming, so he always 

returned to Atlanta with all the meat and vegetables he could carry.  In March he 

received $4.75, in May $5.60 and in December he received $6.50.  By the time he paid for 

his ticket he didn’t make very much for two days.   
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         Preacher Kelly also began preaching to a few people in Decatur, and this 

congregation  became Mount Carmel Christian Church which is the largest Christian 

Church today in the United States.  From this it can be seen what a great leader 

Preacher Kelly was and how much he contributed to each person at Antioch during 

the thirty years he served as the minister. 

 

 James Lambert was paid $11.25 for holding a meeting in July 1922.  Owen Still 

held the meeting in 1924 and was paid $27.88. 

 

 Another box supper was held February 16, 1924, to raise money to buy an 

organ.  This event raised $43.15. 

 

 One interesting find was the Ku Klux Klan visited Antioch the third Sunday in 

June 1925.  They gave the church twenty dollars.  Mrs. Minnie Payne, the oldest living 

member, who is 93 years old, remembers this occasion.  She said, “It wasn’t anything  

unusual for them to visit the churches in the area.  As church started, they came in 

and sat on the back pew.  They had their sheets on, and there were between 15 and 

20.”  Her husband J. R. Payne, was one of them.  He quit the clan a few years later as 

they started doing things his belief would not let him participate in.  “He was not the 

only member of the church that belonged, but I don’t know who the other men were 

that night.” 

 

 Preacher Kelly’s total salary from Antioch was $140.45 in 1925. 

 

 One of Preacher Kelly’s favorite stories about Antioch was about the first time 

he came to Cherokee County to preach.  When he got off the train no one met him as 

planned.  J. P. Cox had sent his son, Hansel, to meet Preacher Kelly, but he returned 

home without him.  When asked where the preacher was he said no one looked like a 

preacher, so he came home.  Preacher Kelly had to walk several miles to catch a train 

back home.  Hansel had not expected the preacher to be a young man. 

 

 Two Sunday School classrooms were built onto the building around 1950 or 

1951.  This made it possible to have four or five different classes.  Two or three classes 

met in the church part as far away from each other as possible so the church could be 

heard. 

 

 Seven men from this congregation had been ordained to preach the gospel.  

One of these men, Aubrey Payne, was ordained in April 1940 at Antioch.  The first 

person he baptized was his wife, Ruth.  While students at Atlanta Christian College 

they served several local churches including Antioch.  They were missionaries to the 

Bahamas for eight years.  When they returned they worked in public relations for 

Winston-Salem Bible College in North Carolina.  They retired and lived near Antioch 

and were a vital part of the congregation until their deaths.. 
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