
 We’ve already shown from Scripture that marriage, as divinely constituted, is the context for raising children.  It 
is the provision of the infinite, holy, all-wise God for the procreation of children by ordinary means, i.e., by the ordinary, 
human process of generation.  Although the production of children is not the only purpose of marriage, it seems to be 
foremost in the mind of our Creator in his issuance of his creation mandate to Adam.  After creating and blessing the 
male and the female, we read, “And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."”  
Gen 1:27-28.   
 In order to achieve this end, God created man, that is mankind, as male and female.  In so doing, he established 
the reality of sexuality which is aptly described as “The dimension of humans and animals that is grounded in the 
distinction between maleness and femaleness.” [C. Stephen Evans, Pocket Dictionary of Apologetics & Philosophy of Religion 

(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002), 106]   The presence of man, woman and offspring within the context of marriage 
was therefore not for marriage’s own sake; it was not for the family’s good, well-being, stability, growth, strength and so 
on, although these are laudable concerns.  No, its purpose was the fulfilling of God’s cosmic purpose of populating the 
earth with human beings made in his own image.  In other words, since the earth and everything in it belong to the Lord, 
Pss 24:1; 89:11, then he alone possesses the unchallengeable power and inalienable, sovereign authority to do with them 
as he pleases.  In this case, he has decided to depute man to be his image-bearer to the rest of creation, animate as well as 
inanimate. 
  The creation mandate to fill the earth with progeny made in the imago Dei could only be achieved by ordinary 
human generation within the confines of marriage, seems too obvious to warrant deep and probing discussion.  A plain 
and honest reading of the pertinent biblical texts confirms the perspicuity of this contention.  From the earliest biblical 
testimony, “marriage – by nature, by design, and by aim – is a covenant between two persons whose one-flesh 
commitment is the sort of union which produces offspring.” [Kevin DeYoung, What Does the Bible Really Teach about 
Homosexuality?  (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015), 29].  However, in the light of the recent vigorous upsurge of sentiment and 
support for the homosexual and lesbian agenda, especially pursuant to the legal injunction coming down from the 
highest court in this land, this truth needs to be rigorously repeated, stressed, defended and expounded with extreme 
clarity and exemplary compassion.  It does not surprise is therefore that, in its first description of this process, the Bible 
employs a very effective economy of words: “Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, "I 
have gotten a man with the help of the LORD."  And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, 
and Cain a worker of the ground.” Gen 4:1-2.   
 Clearly, the verb knew  in this context, cannot refer to Adam’s awareness of Eve’s existence or to a casual 
acquaintanceship with her or to the presence of a strong, platonic friendship between the two.  Rather, the term is an 
elegant euphemism for sexual intimacy within marriage.   Thus, even after he had disobeyed God and had plunged 
mankind into the swellling vortex of sin, condemnation and judgment, Adam still carried out the creation mandate of 
producing offspring made in the image of God.  This practice was clearly and universally understood as the ordinary and 
sanctioned way of raising and rearing children, not only by God’s own covenant people but also by the nations, that is, 
those outside the embrace of God’s covenant of grace.   
 Two important truths need to be noted at this point.  In the first place, we are to observe that the children are 
born into and are raised within a distinct family having the male as its head and the female as his divinely provided 
suitable helper or complement.   In the second, we are to reflect on the truth that the governing principle of procreation is  
according to its kind.   
  

 
  

  

  

  

  

   



 


