
 What have we covered so far regarding this paradigmatic shift in American law which has major implications 
for all aspects of society?   In contrast to this ruling, we have been studying marriage as an eternally, divinely established 
relationship between a man and a woman which has an inherent, irreplaceable principle of complementarity.  Some 
aspects of this latter characteristic include: 
the woman’s intrinsic equality with the man as being made in the image and likeness of God, Gen 1:26-27;  
the circumstances of her origin.  The Lord God lamented that it was not good for man to be without a suitable helper 
and he methodically and exquisitely built or fashioned the woman from the rib of the man after covering him in a deep 
sleep, 2:21-22.  It is necessary for us to note that the chronological priority of the man over the woman is in part the 
reason for the apostolic insistence on male leadership in the church:  “I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise 
authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve;” 1 Tim 2:12-13.  According to 
this Pauline text, therefore, the headship of the man over the woman that is established in creation is the eternal basis for 
the man’s just, judicial, ecclesiastical authority in God’s covenant community  .The matter of church  
leadership is certainly not derived from cultural patterns, social preferences or societal prevalence but on the  
chronological priority of the man over the woman which is rooted in (the doctrine of ) creation .   

the woman’s functional submissiveness to her husband.  The woman’s essential or ontological equality with her  
husband is indeed the very basis for her submissiveness to her husband.  As Adam exercised dominion or authority over 
the animals by naming them, v. 20, so he also demonstrated his God-given authority over the woman by granting her a 
name.  When God brought her to Adam – here is the heavenly foundation and eternal pattern of the bride’s  
father “giving her away” to her husband in the marriage ceremony –he erupted in spirited exultation, “  .. " This at last is 
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man  ”".v. 23  .In this 
way, the husband and wife bear an analogous relationship to the members of the Trinity who, although [or more 
forcefully ,because] they equally possess the essence of Godness  – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit 
are equally and fully God  – yet demonstrate a functional or economic subordination in their works of  creation and , 
especially ,of redemption.  For these reasons, the Father is recorded as having sent the Son, Jn 14:24; 16:5; 17:3, 8, 18 etc., 
and the Spirit is described as proceeding from the Father, 15:26, as well as from the Son, 14:26; 15:26; 16:7; etc.  In his 
Upper Room discourse with his disciples, our Lord declares, “..  I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I”, 
14:28.  As it is with the members of the holy Trinity whose subordination function does not impair their ontological 
being but rather necessarily flows from it , so likewise is the functional subordination of the woman to the man  

 In this regard, God’s economic pattern for the home and for the church are inseparably interrelated: the wife is 
to submit in all affairs to her own husband as to the Lord and the husband is the head of the wife after the similitude of 
Christ’s headship over the church, his bride.  The husband patterns his headship after Christ who sacrificially serves his 
bride by sanctifying, nurturing and cherishing her.  In other words, the husband’s headship over his wife is indeed a deep 
mystery, one whose ultimate significance is found in the relationship between Christ and the church Eph 5:22-28 . 
 In sum, God has designed the man to exercise humble, loving, sacrificial leadership in the home as well as in the 
church.  The divine principles regarding the man’s role in these two spheres of life are the same.  An elder in the church 
“.. must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive,  for if someone does not know 
how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church?”  1 Tim 3:4-5.   The principle of  
complementarity therefore undergirds the man’s headship at home as well as in the church.   
  

  

  

  

  

   
 


