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REDMOND, WASHINGTON

The Overlake School is an independent school, grades 5-12, with over 500 
students, located on a pristine 75-acre campus east of Redmond, Washington. 
Johnson|Southerland is currently working with the school on construction for 
a new classroom building to be home to the fifth and sixth grade levels as well 
as to the Head of School’s office.  

This will be the third new building Johnson Southerland has provide design 
services for the school over the past 4 years.  Also included in this Campus in-
provement program is the remodel of the school’s library (completed summer 
of 2009), a new campus trail plan (completed 2009), remodel exisitng space 
for the school’s bookstore, business office and fifth grade science lab (sched-
uled completion September 2010) and an addition/remodel of the cafeteria 
building scheduled to be complete summer 2011. 
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This new building provides two fifth grade classrooms and three sixth grade classrooms as well as an art room 
and science lab for the middle school. Site design includes a native plant palette and interpretive features suit-
able to a wetland buffer environment. In addition, a reception hall with an open winding stair and seating niche 
around a fireplace provides a welcome entry for visitors meeting with the Head of School. 

The project is designed to fit within the footprint of an existing building, because it is located directly adjacent 
to a living wetland on the campus. 
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Sustainable features include safe, non-toxic, and low 
VOC materials, a rain garden and an emphasis on day 
lighting and acoustics as well as high efficiency light-
ing and boilers. 

Work has started on a fifth- and sixth-grade class-
room building for the Overlake School in Redmond. 
The school has 520 students from fifth to 12th grade.

The two-story, 12,000-square-foot building will 
have an art room, two fifth-grade classrooms, three 
sixth-grade classrooms and a middle school science 
lab. Each level will also have a community space for 
gatherings, special projects and presentations.

Cement board lap siding and diamond-shaped metal 
panels will clad the exterior. The roof will be com-
position shingle. Johnson Southerland designed the 
space to fit within the footprint of an existing build-
ing to preserve an adjacent wetland. Sustainable fea-
tures include nontoxic and low-VOC materials, a rain 
garden, natural lighting, and high-efficiency lighting 
and boilers.

Construction is scheduled to finish by March of 
2011.

Alliance Construction Management is the owner’s 
representative and Seacon Construction is the gen-
eral contractor. MA Wright is the structural engineer, 
Coughlin Porter Lundeen is the civil engineer, In-
terface Engineering is the mechanical engineer, and 
Travis, Fitzmaurice and Associates is the electrical 
engineer.

This is part of the school’s $25 million multi-phased 
construction plan. A humanities building and a 
technology/language center have already been com-
pleted.

Johnson Southerland has also worked with the 
school to remodel two other buildings, which house 
a business office, bookstore and the library.

A cafeteria remodel and addition may take place next 
summer. It will have seating for 350, more gathering 
spaces and better circulation for meal service.


