
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible. “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon, “It is Good,” is the first in the series. You will find the order of worship for today’s 
service on Page 4. 



   Suggested Reading 

Daily Bible Readings
Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.

Sermon Passages
Sunday:  Hebrews 4: 12-13   
                  Genesis 1:1- 2:3    
Monday:            Isaiah 40: 1-8     

  Tuesday:            2 Timothy 3: 10-17             
  Wednesday:      Psalm 8              
  Thursday:          Psalm 19  
  Friday:              Psalm 138                                                      
  Saturday:            Matthew 6: 25-34                

Chronological Bible Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

         Living ALIVE                                                                                                       
                                                    Pastor  Amy                                           

Our current sermon 
series, has been 
inspired by the Bible 
and by “We Make the 
Road by Walking,” 
authored  by Brian 
McLaren. You are 
encouraged to read 
both this year to dive    
into a deeper understanding of its 
major themes. The book chapters are 
short, and the questions are thought-
provoking! Copies of the book are 
available through the church office 
for $17.50 each. Grace and Peace!
— Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  During the sermon last week, Pastor Steve 
asked who would like to understand the Bible 
better. The high percentage of hands raised 
reveal that many of us share this desire.

   That’s one of the reasons we are launching a 52-week sermon series 
that will be divided into four parts, following the church calendar. 
At the beginning of his book “We Make the Road by Walking,” 
Brian McLaren makes the claim that human beings want to be alive 
and that the quest for aliveness can be the best thing about religion 
because our God created us to be ALIVE! So that’s what we’re calling 
the sermon series: ALIVE! 
   In these next 12 weeks, we will be examining the story of Creation 
and many of the themes that begin in the early books of the Old 
Testament and are carried throughout the Bible.
  “We Make the Road by Walking” is an excellent resource, just 
published this year, to invite people to engage the Bible and its many 
books in a real and practical way. Each of the 52 chapters is just a few 
pages long and concludes with a list of questions designed to help us 
ponder the material and, most importantly, the Biblical passages that 
inspired it. 
   Here’s what excites me  about this process: Anyone who is committed 
to listening to the sermons and engaging the material either in 
Growth Group, in Sunday School or individually will emerge from 
this 52-week series having read most of the Bible and having gained a 
overview of the major themes of the Biblical narrative and how these 
themes may inform and guide our lives today. What a difference 
this will make as we at Aldersgate continue to pursue our mission of 
Raising up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus! Each chapter includes at 
least one question written specifically for children so that disciples of 
all of ages may participate.
   In that spirit, you are invited. You are invited to read the book, 
“We Make the Road by Walking.” (You may order one through the 
church office for $17.50.) You are invited to read at least one other 
book about the entire Bible (such as “The Story of God, the Story of 
Us” or “The Blue Parakeet).” And you are invited to read through the 
whole Bible in one year chronologically as we all continue our quest 
to fully be ALIVE. Grace and Peace! 

Sunday:  Gen. 1-3
Monday:             Gen. 4-7
Tuesday:             Gen. 8-11
Wednesday:    Job 1-5
Thursday:         Job 6-9
Friday:          Job 10-13
Saturday:               Job 14-16
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Inside News

Rummage Sale Update: Coming Soon October 1-4
  As you do your spring cleaning and preparing for your own 
garage sale, remember to set aside a box for things you want 
to save for the October Rummage Sale here at Aldersgate.  
Bring it all because almost anything will sell, such as tools, 
clothing, books, bit and pieces of make up, nail polish, dishes, 
furniture, picture frames, exercise equipment, appliances, 
Christmas decorations, what-nots and toys. You name it, it 
will sell. 
   If you are new to Aldersgate, you may not know about our 
HUGE Rummage Sale that we have in October each year. For 
over 40 years, we have been gathering up rummage to sell.
   To the right are pictures of Rummage Sales of the past.
   

First Impressions: The First 7 Minutes

  Something that I have noticed the past couple of weeks, is 
that Aldersgate is more than a church building. It is a home. 
It is where we meet with friends, gather for meals, share 
our struggles, pray for one another, and partner together in 
service.
   If this is in fact our home, then we should consider the 
way that we welcome guests. In the same way that we would 
prepare intentionally for a guest to visit our individual 
homes, we should  prepare intentionally for guests to 
worship here at Aldersgate.  I recently read that a first- time 
visitor decides whether or not he or she will come back to a 

church after the first seven minutes of contact. That means that before a single worship song is sung or a 
sermon is preached, guests have determined whether or not they are compatible with their environment. 
   Every smile and handshake is of extreme importance. The truth is, when we serve our guests well, we 
are communicating to them that they are valued and they matter. What kind of message then, are we 
communicating when we fail to do this? My prayer is that Aldersgate would be a church that opens its doors 
to guests and communicates a message of value and acceptance to all who enter.
 — Jessica Watson 



Children’s Ministry:  Walking with your Children
   This week, we begin a brand new 52-week sermon series based on the 
book, We Make the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren. The elementary 
children also will be going through this series during Children's Church 
and on Sunday nights.  
    Part of the premise of this book is that we discover and build our faith by 
living it. Our spiritual life is a journey full of the ups and downs that our 
life naturally takes.  We can grow,  or we can stagnate and eventually die. 
As parents on this faith journey, we do not make the road alone. For their 
good or their detriment, our kids are walking right alongside us.  And 
sometimes, there are places in our lives that we would rather not go, let 

alone take an innocent child along with us!  Yet, go we must.  I am encouraged to know that there are others 
who have made this trek before me and are there to offer wisdom and a helping hand along the way.      
   One resource I will be using quite a bit in the planning of Children's Church comes from the blog of John 
Stonecypher, www.geekedoutsoul.com. He has written questions and compiled videos to use with his own 
children as they explore this book together.  Some of the videos may not be developmentally appropriate 
for the younger children, so we won't be using all of them in Children's Church, but I encourage you to take 
the time to explore it as a parent and see what you can use yourself. 
   You can even sign up to receive weekly emails as we explore this book and the Bible together. As parents, 
no one holds as much influence over your child as you do, and I encourage you to take that responsibility 
seriously.  I will be praying for all of us as we make the road with our children. — Alayna Brooks

Academy Update:  Welcome to Aldersgate!
     One hundred fifteen bright, shiny faces are all in their places at Aldersgate 
Academy. The school year has begun!  Aldersgate members, church staff 
and Academy Ministry Team members welcomed students and the families 
at a “Meet The Teacher” event recently. 
  The goal was to show the Academy students and the families that Aldersgate 
cares about them.  Families were greeted at the doors. Fellowship Hall was 
transformed into a children’s play area, with multiple stations for families 
to pick up uniforms and water bottles, drop off school supplies, and have 
their student’s pictures taken. 
   Parents had opportunities to sign up for a book study and enjoy a cup of 
coffee and a snack. Each family received a welcome bag from the church 
with a letter from our pastors, a map of the church and other information. Volunteers escorted families 
to the classrooms and gave them a tour of the building. The Cornerstone Sunday school class also helped 
prepare for the event and the new school year by cleaning the playground. They pulled weeds, washed and 
sanitized all the toys, organized the shed, swept, raked rocks and power-washed all the play equipment. 
     Thanks to everyone who helped make our Academy families feel special at Aldersgate. “Whoever welcomes 
one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me, but 
the One who sent me.” Mark 9:37 — Ellen Knox,  Academy Board Chair



College Ministry:   At Home with Aldersgate

Youth Ministry: Sunday Night Youth Worship:  “A How To”

   Students! I hope you all are doing well after the first two weeks 
of school. I simply wanted to make you aware of a couple of things 
going on within our church that you may find to be interesting and 
desirable. We are now signing students up for our Adopt a Student 
program, in which we match students with Aldersgate members or 
families for a ‘adoptive’ relationship. 
  The purpose of this adoption ministry is to help students like 
you to become more at home and gain a sense of belonging here 
at Aldersgate. We know what it is like to be away from home while 
going to school, and we desire to walk alongside you through this 
process. You can expect that the person or family who adopts you 
will make an effort at building a relationship with you and doing what they can to encourage your personal 
and spiritual development while in Abilene. Check out the insert for more information and to sign up for 
adoption.
   Also, don’t forget about The Oaks tonight at 7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Last week, more than 30 
people attended as we introduced the semester. Tonight, we’ll be talking about IDENTITY,which seems 
to be a constantly relevant conversation for college students. Also, if you are interested in getting further 
involved in our college ministry (joining a Growth Group or ministry team, Sunday school, etc.) then you 
can learn more while at The Oaks tonight or by emailing me at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org or at  665-9916. 
— Kyle Watson

   Beginning tonight, September 7th, the youth will begin our Fall series 
of Sunday night activities. The meeting times have changed, which will 
provide for a more well-rounded evening of worship, fellowship, and 
discipleship. 
   From 5-6 pm, the youth will be split into mid high and high school 
age groups. One group engages in an activity to build relationships 
and fellowship. The other group will be in a time of worship and 
discipleship. From 6-6:30 pm, the groups will come together for a 
meal. From 6:30-7:30  pm, the groups will switch. 
   Our focus during the worship/discipleship time will be based on the

book  “How To Worship A King”  by Zach Neese. One description of the book says, “In How To Worship A 
King, Zach unveils the power and beauty of true worship beyond any known song or melody, and carefully 
builds understanding and compelling evidence into the intended purpose of worship as a powerful weapon 
designed by God for the advancement and building of His Kingdom, here on earth.”
   I believe this is vital in understanding our purpose as Christians.  If you are a youth (6th-12th grade), come 
join us for an exciting fun and meaningful evening of worship and fellowship. — Daniel Mathis



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
   9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship
 10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
 11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
   3:00 p.m.    Bowie Book Signing
   5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
   5:00 p.m.    Youth
   5: 30 p.m.   Growth Groups 
   7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday School 
classes are offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send her an 
e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:
6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers
Wednesday: 
6:45 p.m. Growth Groups
7:00 p.m.   Chancel Choir
Saturday: 
10:00 a.m.  Fall Planting  and Pizza                     
   at the Garden

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                  All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
           if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                     on the schedule below.

The Open Door: Come, Plant the Fall Garden
  The seasons are changing, and it is time to put some seeds 
in ground for Fall at the Open Door Community Garden. 
All ages and skill levels are welcome to come to the garden 
(South 19th and Amarillo) on Saturday, September 13, 
at 10 a.m. to do the work of preparing and planting the 
garden for fall. As you can see, we’ve moved the time of 
our Garden Work Days back to 10 a.m. to allow for a little 
extra sleep after those late Friday night football games. 
Another thing to note is that we’re adding a FREE

 community event to the mix on every Second Saturday, as well! (The photo to the left was taken at the 
Timothy Palmer and Friends concert in the garden in August.) 
   This month, after planting the fall  crops, we will enjoy FREE  grilled pizza with our neighbors for lunch. 
The Open Door Community Garden is the most visible manifestation of our ministry with our neighbors, 
and it is so much fun! 
   Please mark your calendars for every Second Saturday of the month at 10 a.m. I’ll keep you posted with 
the details as the dates draw near. Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Leslie Kitchell

Presence                      (8.31.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $9,077.55
Received Month-to-Date = $58,645.06 
Received Year-to-Date = $510,031.57
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $128,567.86

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Dan Gilbreath
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Shirli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service= 187                      
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=218 

Total Worship Service Attendance=405                                                   
 Sunday school=195

The Oaks = 31

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben SandovalUMW Rummage Sale is coming soon. The sale will kick off with a preview sale on 
the night of October 1. The cost is $5.00. Beginning Thursday, October 2 and Friday 
October 3, hours of the sale are 8:00 am until 6:00 p.m. A bake sale will be available 
on Thursday and Friday, as well as a snack bar. Saturday from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 
everything is $1.00  a bag.

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



Growth Group Questions
1. Introduce and tell a little about yourself (where you grew up, your career, your family, 
  a highlight from the summer, etc.).

2. What is your favorite animal?  Why?

3. Go over Purpose of Growth Groups. Look up the listed Scriptures and discuss them.  

4. Go over the Growth Group Covenant.

5. Write down one thing about this week’s sermon that really got your attention and that you  
 would like to discuss with your group.

6. During the message, Pastor Steve told a story about an experience he had leading a Bible study,  
 in which one of the participants was frustrated at his expectation that they learn and know the  
 Bible.  What struck you about that story?  Why do you think so many people struggle to “get  
 into” the Bible regularly and commit to knowing it?

7. Read Hebrews 4:12-13.  Why do you think the Word of God is described as a sword in this  
 passage?  What are the implications of the Word of God being alive and active?

8. Name and describe the most beautiful place you have ever seen.  What about it strikes you with  
 awe?  Did being there help you feel closer to God?

9. Pastor Steve talked about four things we can learn about God through the story of Creation.   
 Was one particularly helpful to you?  Which one? Why?
  

10. Read Psalm 19 and note the Psalm’s two parts (verses 1-6 and verses 7-14).  What does this  
 Psalm say about Creation and the Word of God?       

 



ALIVE In Creation: It Is Good
Hebrew 4: 12-13, Genesis 1:1-2:3

Sermon Notes
Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

THE BIBLE

     The Bible and Our DNA

     The Big Three of Spiritual Transformation

 
     The Bible and Life

CREATION
    
     The Awe and Confusion of it all…
  - Literal history
  - Poetic History
  - Made-Up History
    
     Missing The Point?    
    
       God brings order out of _____________

       God fills that which is _______________

       God brings light into ________________

       God is present with ________________

The poetry and stories of Genesis reveal deep truths that can help us be more fully alive today. They 
dare to proclaim that the universe is God’s self-expression, God’s speech act. That means that everything 
everywhere is always essentially holy, spiritual, valuable, meaningful. All matter matters.
Brian McLaren, We Make The Road by Walking p. 5


