
My dearest Jade,

You are about two years and three months old at the time of  writing this letter. We began potty training some time ago and 
you are doing great. Your reward for going potty in the toilet is two small pieces of  dark chocolate covered pomegranates and 
a celebration song.

You have this routine engrained in your mind: I go potty in the toilet and mommy gives me a reward. But this week, you came 
up to me with the sweetest smile and said “Choc?” which is your word for chocolate. I was so surprised to see you appeal to 
my love and goodness toward you for something that was not promised to you. 

Interestingly I experienced a deep joy by your request and was eager to say, “Yes, because I love you!” Encouraged by my 
generosity you asked for more. I smiled and gave you more saying, “Yes, because I love you.” Of  course, you asked again. I 
replied, “Next time you go potty in the toilet” and you said, “ok” with great happiness. 

What a blessing you are in my life. God brings so much Scripture to light through my relationship with you. Immediately 
following our interaction the following verse concerning prayer arose in my mind: 

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, 
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. Or which one of  you, if  his son asks him for bread, 
will give him a stone? Or if  he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If  you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! (Matthew 7:11).

You see, even though my parental love and goodness toward you is great, it pales in comparison to God’s goodness and 
generosity toward his children. Many people do not pray because they do not believe God will grant them their request. Such 
people dishonor God by viewing him as a stingy, wicked, and unloving parent. But those who approach him, as you 
approached me, honor him. Why? Because they rightly view God as one who is generous and abounding in goodwill toward 
his children.

In fact, Scripture teaches that God is even gracious to his enemies. In Matthew 5:44-45 Jesus said:

I tell you, love your enemies. Pray for those who treat you badly. If  you do this, you will be children who are truly like your 
Father in heaven. He lets the sun rise for all people, whether they are good or bad. He sends rain to those who do right and to 
those who do wrong.

So, my dearest Jade, let my goodwill toward you point you to God’s great love for you. Live a life of  fervent prayer. By doing 
so you will honor God by acknowledging that he is a good and generous father. And your joy will be great.

I love you with all my heart,

Mom 
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