
My dearest Jade,

You are 20 months (four months shy of  being two years old) as I pen this letter. I cannot express in words how much my heart 

explodes with joy every day I wake up and see your face. During this season you love to help me in the kitchen. Whether I am 

cooking or cleaning, you are right next to me on a chair tinkering with something. You find particular pleasure playing with 

plates, utensils, and cups in the kitchen sink. Today I was washing the dishes and you pushed a kitchen chair over to the sink, 

communicating your desire to role play. I was eager to give you the desire of  your heart, but first I needed to get the dirty 

dishes out of  the sink and sterilize it for your safety (you often put cups or small bowls in the sink, then fill them with water, 

and drink out of  them). You did not quite understand what I meant by "yes, but just wait a minute because mommy needs to 

clean the sink." As a result, your heart seemed to fall into disappointment and frustration.

I was reminded in that moment how similar this experience can be to our relationship with God. Just as I was eager to bless 

you, God delights to give His children the desires of  their heart (Psalm 37:4). Scripture is clear that God loves giving good gifts 

to His children (Matthew 7:11). In fact, we are told that He has lavishes His grace (unearned favor) upon those who are His 

and that His grace crashes upon the shore of  our lives wave after wave (Ephesians 1:8, John 1:16). 

But often times when there is a delay in God's response to our prayers we can feel disappointed or frustrated. Now sometimes 

our desires needs to be worked out with God because what we are requesting does not align with His will and thus will not 

ultimately end in our good. However, there are other times when the answer is "yes, but wait because I am preparing it for 

you" or "I am preparing you for it." In other words, something is not quite ready! But it will be in His perfect timing.

In Exodus 23:20 God told Israel, "Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place 

that I have prepared." In John 14:2, Jesus speaks of  His "preparing" work in heaven, "In my Father's house are many rooms. 

If  it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?" And think of  how long people of  faith waited to 

obtain promises and desires because God was preparing them. At the age of  17 God gave Joseph dreams of  ruling. But, then 

he was sold into slavery through the jealous hands of  his brothers. Through this suffering he was tested, tried, and prepared 

by God until he was ready to rule Egypt for the salvation of  many at the age of  30. You can see God's pattern of  preparation 

in Moses, David, Paul, and more. And so I want to conclude with a simple rhyme to help you remember this truth:

My dearest Jade I want to encourage you this day, 

there may be prayers in which God will delay.

But in those times do not be dismayed,

for God is simply preparing the way.

Passionate about your good and the desires of  your heart,

Mom
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