
My dearest Jade,

You are 15 months old and we just returned home from vacation. Several months ago your father approached me with the 

idea of  spending our week vacation over the fourth of  July at Pine Cove Family Camp. My initial response was not favorable 

because I am not much of  a “camper.” I had a hotel on the beach in mind. But, I could tell that your father was trying to lead 

us into spiritual activities as a new family. Thus, I wanted to encourage his efforts. I agreed and he set out to make the plans.

Looking back I can see God’s movement all over this idea. Pine Cove Family Camp has a one year waiting list, yet there 

happened to be an open slot for us a month prior to the event. They also gave us a scholarship, which made it affordable for 

us to attend.

When we arrived we were overwhelmed by the fun family activities and spiritual focus. The theme for the week was “Fight.” 

It was derived from Nehemiah 4:14, “Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons 

and your daughters, your wives, and your homes.” The fight of  course is not against one another or other people. The battle 

the Bible says we are in is against our own sin and Satan/the spiritual forces of  evil:

Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul 

(1 Peter 2:11).

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of  His might. Put on the whole armor of  God, that you may be able to stand 

against the schemes of  the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of  evil in the heavenly places (Ephesians 

6:10).

My dearest Jade, family is one of  God’s most precious gifts to us on this earth. And perhaps we can liken it to a plant. If  our 

relationships are cultivated with love, honor, faithfulness, and kindness they will grow strong and yield fruit that nourishes one 

another and those passing by. We will delight in the deep joy of  relationships with unique individuals who love us as their very 

own soul.

But, our sin is like a weed that will grow up and choke the vitality of  the family if  it is left unchecked. Unfaithfulness, 

ungratefulness, selfishness, broken communication, and the like are serious threats to a community of  love. Furthermore, as 

Ephesians 6:10 describes above, we live in a fallen world where Satan and spiritual forces of  evil are alive and active until the 

return of  Christ. These realities are like the wind, rain, and storms that threaten to lay low the family that is not surrounded 

by protective barriers.
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I share all this with you in the hope that you will treasure three things in your heart:

1. God is a good shepherd who continually guides us toward victory. All we have to do is seek Him and follow Him. God 

knew we needed to draw away as a family and be refreshed and reminded of  the importance of  protecting our family.

2. May you honor your earthly father all the days of  your life. He is a good father because he seeks God on our behalf  and 

leads us into God’s good plans for our lives. Be grateful for him and honor him.

3. Our family and your future family is a gift from God. Do not take it for granted. Do not get lazy and coast in the 

destructive streams of  life. How do you fight for your family? Simple answer: learn God’s ways in the Bible and apply them  

to your life. His words are the words of  life. His ways are wise—they work! No broken family will ever be able to say it was 

God’s fault. He teaches sinners His ways and empowers us through the Holy Spirit to apply them to our lives. So let us do 

them, my precious Jade. Let us take hold of  God’s words, apply them to our lives, and fight the good fight for our families. 

O how our families are worth it!

To God be glory and to us joy,

Mom
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