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We	  know	  that	  we	  need	  to	  worship	  God,	  but	  with	  so	  many	  personalities,	  styles,	  backgrounds,	  tastes,	  how	  
do	  I	  know	  what	  true	  worship	  looks	  like?	  
	  
In	  John	  4:21-‐23	  (NLT)	  Jesus	  announces	  “But	  the	  time	  is	  coming	  and	  is	  already	  here	  when	  true	  
worshipers	  will	  worship	  the	  Father	  in	  spirit	  and	  in	  truth.	  The	  Father	  is	  looking	  for	  anyone	  who	  will	  
worship	  him	  that	  way.”	  	  What	  way?	  	  What	  does	  God’s	  way	  look	  like?	  
	  
Is	  it	  what	  I	  see	  my	  neighbor	  doing?	  	  
What	  I	  feel	  comfortable	  doing?	  	  	  
What	  my	  parents	  modeled	  for	  me?	  	  	  
What	  the	  church	  that	  is	  selling	  the	  latest	  worship	  CD	  is	  doing?	  	  	  
What	  I’ve	  always	  just	  done?	  	  	  
Is	  it	  what	  Michael	  W.	  Smith	  is	  doing?	  	  Well,	  maybe.	  	  	  
	  
With	  so	  many	  opinions	  about	  worship,	  we	  hold	  true	  to	  the	  reality	  that	  the	  scriptures	  must	  always	  shape	  
our	  God-‐encounters	  in	  worship	  –	  the	  way	  we	  approach,	  express,	  and	  interact	  with	  God	  in	  worship.	  
	  
Ask	  yourself:	  

a. Is	  my	  worship	  filled	  with	  Biblical	  expressions	  of	  worship?	  
b. Do	  my	  expressions	  of	  worship	  reflect	  the	  God	  I	  worship?	  
c. Would	  I	  say	  that	  my	  personal	  worship	  is	  a	  model	  for	  others	  to	  follow?	  
d. Are	  there	  fears	  that	  keep	  me	  from	  expressing	  Biblical	  worship?	  	  

	  
I	  believe	  scripture	  tells	  us	  that	  our	  worship	  must	  be	  generous.	  So	  how	  does	  this	  actually	  get	  played	  out?	  	  
In	  generosity,	  there’s	  always	  a	  giver	  and	  a	  receiver	  and	  the	  arrow	  points	  to	  the	  receiver.	  Has	  my	  worship	  
been	  about	  what	  makes	  me	  happy,	  what	  makes	  me	  comfortable,	  what	  I	  like,	  what	  helps	  me	  have	  fun?	  If	  
we’re	  always	  caught	  up	  being	  generous	  toward	  ourselves	  (what	  makes	  me	  happy,	  what	  makes	  me	  
comfortable,	  what	  I	  like)	  we’ll	  likely	  miss	  the	  glorious	  opportunity	  of	  being	  responding	  generously	  to	  
God’s	  generosity!	  	  So	  what	  does	  Biblical	  generosity	  look	  like?	  
	  
Generous	  worship	  goes	  beyond	  the	  minimum	  (Isaiah	  43:19-‐25)	  
Generous	  worship	  accepts	  the	  risk	  of	  being	  misunderstood	  (Matthew	  26:6-‐13)	  
Generous	  worship	  reflects	  the	  Object	  of	  worship	  (Matthew	  5:48;	  Deuteronomy	  16:10,	  17)	  
Generous	  worship	  will	  attract	  those	  far	  from	  God	  (Matthew	  5:15-‐16)	  
Generous	  worship	  is	  not	  focused	  on	  the	  one	  making	  the	  offering	  [how	  much	  of	  its	  own	  fruit	  does	  an	  
apple	  tree	  eat?]	  
Generous	  worship	  is	  honest,	  humble,	  broken,	  and	  unpretentious	  (1	  Chronicles	  29:17-‐19)	  
	  



We’ve	  talked	  about	  the	  nature	  of	  worship…about	  being	  the	  kind	  of	  worshipers	  the	  Father	  seeks.	  	  But	  
what	  now?	  	  How	  do	  we	  live?	  	  We	  have	  grown	  accustomed	  to	  a	  certain	  way	  of	  worshiping.	  	  We	  probably	  
have	  expectations	  that	  don’t	  fit	  what	  we’ve	  learned	  about	  God.	  
	  
Well,	  there’s	  lots	  of	  freedom	  in	  our	  expression,	  since	  we’re	  each	  individuals,	  but	  let’s	  look	  to	  the	  
scriptures	  to	  give	  us	  some	  specific	  expressions.	  
	  
Seven	  Words	  For	  Praise	  –	  In	  the	  Bible,	  when	  we	  read	  the	  word	  “praise”	  it’s	  a	  translation	  of	  7	  different	  
Hebrew	  words	  with	  different	  meanings,	  so	  let’s	  unpack	  the	  full	  meaning	  of	  this	  word	  –	  praise.	  	  For	  each	  
of	  these	  words,	  I’ll	  give	  you	  a	  definition,	  an	  image,	  and	  scripture	  example.	  
	  
	  
TeHIllah	  (everybody	  say	  “Tehillah!)	  
DEFINITION:	  (to	  sing,	  to	  laud)	  singing,	  UNITY,	  scattered	  minds	  brought	  to	  one	  focus	  (today’s	  game,	  the	  
roast,	   the	   fish	   in	   the	   lake…),	   singing	   in	   joy	   and	   in	   grief,	   sung	   scriptures	   for	   memory	   [Image:	   several	  
people	   singing	   together]	   KEY	   SCRIPTURE:	   Psalm	   34:1	   “I	   will	   extol	   the	   Lord	   at	   all	   times;	   His	   praise	  
(TEHILLAH)	  will	  always	  be	  on	  my	  lips.”	  
	  
YaDAH	  
DEFINITION:	   (to	  worship	  with	  the	  extended	  hand…versus	  to	  complain	  about,	   the	  wringing	  of	  hands)	   It	  
shows	  yielded-‐ness	   and	   surrender.	   	   It	   shows	   trust	   and	   longing	   for	  nearness,	   it's	   a	   reflex	  –	   like	  a	   child	  
wanting	   to	   be	   picked	   up.	   [Image:	   	   Arms	   of	   a	   child	   reaching	   up	   to	   a	   parent	   who	   is	   reaching	   down.]	  	  
SCRIPTURE	  EXAMPLE:	  Psalm	  145:10	  “All	  You	  have	  made	  will	  praise	  (YADAH)	  You,	  O	  Lord,	  Your	  saints	  will	  
extol	  You.”	  	  
	  
ToDAH	  
DEFINITION:	  The	  meaning	  of	  this	  word	  is	  thanksgiving.	  	  (The	  picture	  in	  the	  Hebrew	  word	  is	  an	  extension	  
of	   the	   hand	   in	   adoration.)	   This	   word	   was	   associated	   with	   giving	   gifts,	   offerings	   and	   sacrifices	   of	  
thanksgiving.	   	   	   Gratitude	   and	   delight	   expresses	   itself	   in	   giving.	   	   [Image:	   	   A	   child	   joyfully	   lifting	   up	   a	  
dandelion	  to	  give	  to	  a	  parent.]	  SCRIPTURE	  EXAMPLE:	  Psalm	  50:14	  Offer	  unto	  God	  praise	  (TODAH)	  and	  
pay	  your	  vows	  to	  the	  Most	  High.”	  	  
	  
ShaBACH	  
DEFINITION:	  (to	  address	  in	  a	  loud	  tone)	  shout.	  gusto,	  strength,	  unleash,	  freedom;	  unnerve	  the	  enemy	  -‐-‐	  
Gideon,	   the	   ark	   of	   the	   covenant;	   NBA	   playoffs	   “home	   court	   advantage,	   NO	   HIDING.	   	   Commitment.	  	  
Investing	   oneself	   fully.	   (versus	   being	  mealy-‐mouthed)	   [Image:	   a	   soldier	   running	   into	   battle	   shouting]	  	  
SCRIPTURE	  EXAMPLE:	  Psalm	  145:4	  “One	  generation	  will	  praise	   (SHABACH)	  Your	  works	  to	  another	  and	  
declare	  Your	  mighty	  acts.”	  	  
	  
ZaMAR	  
DEFINITION:	   (to	   touch	   the	   strings…instrumental	   worship)	   skillful,	   use	   of	   other	   arts	   -‐	   dance,	   sound	  
engineering,	  visual	  art,	  etc.,	  Phil	  Keaggy	   [Image:	  Phil	  Keaggy]	   	   	  SCRIPTURE	  EXAMPLE:	  Psalm	  21:13	  “Be	  
exalted,	  O	  Lord,	  in	  Your	  strength,	  we	  will	  sing	  and	  praise	  (ZAMAR)	  Your	  might.”	  	  
	  
BarAK	  
DEFINITION:	   (to	   kneel	   down,	   to	   bless	  God	   as	   an	   act	   of	   adoration)	   humility,	   kneeling	   before	   the	   King,	  
service;	  Devotion	  	  -‐-‐	  a	  young	  man	  proposing	  to	  a	  young	  woman	  	  [Image:	  kneeling	  humbly	  before	  a	  king]	  	  
SCRIPTURE	  EXAMPLE:	  Psalm	  72:15b	  “…and	  daily	  shall	  he	  be	  praised	  (BARAK)”	  	  
	  



HalAL	  
DEFINITION:	  (to	  be	  clear,	  to	  shine,	  to	  boast,	  to	  show	  off,	  to	  rave,	  to	  celebrate,	  to	  be	  clamorously	  foolish)	  	  
Like	  a	  young	  man	  in	  love,	  to	  make	  a	  big	  deal,	  to	  rave,	  to	  be	  foolish,	  "Like	  a	  young	  man	  swimming	  across	  a	  
creek	  to	  pick	  a	  flower	  to	  bring	  back	  to	  his	  girlfriend	  because	  she	  thinks	  it’s	  pretty,"	  	  	  Extravagant	  [Image:	  
a	   boy	   standing	   on	   his	   head	   to	   impress	   a	   girl]	  SCRIPTURE	   EXAMPLE:	   Psalm	   113:1	   “Praise	   (HALAL)	   the	  
Lord.	  	  Praise	  (HALAL),	  O	  servants	  of	  the	  Lord,	  praise	  (HALAL)	  the	  Name	  of	  the	  Lord.”	  	  	  
	  
	  
So	  we	  need	  to	  keep	  walking	  together,	  keep	  taking	  risks	  and	  being	  vulnerable,	  keep	  having	  conversations.	  	  
Keep	  Following	  Christ	  Together.	  	  Everything	  else	  is	  negotiable.	  
	  
Here’s	  what	  I’m	  saying.	  	  You	  are	  the	  church	  that	  Jesus	  is	  building,	  so	  use	  His	  blueprint.	  Be	  the	  church.	  It’s	  
you.	  	  And	  as	  the	  church,	  as	  worshipers,	  when	  we	  get	  together,	  we	  need	  to	  compare	  our	  building	  with	  His	  
blueprint.	  
	  
Under	  the	  heading	  “Good	  Order	  in	  Worship,”	  we	  read	  this	  in	  1	  Corinthians	  14:26:	  
How	  is	  it	  then,	  brethren?	  when	  ye	  come	  together,	  every	  one	  of	  you	  hath	  a	  psalm,	  hath	  a	  doctrine,	  hath	  a	  
tongue,	  hath	  a	  revelation,	  hath	  an	  interpretation.	  Let	  all	  things	  be	  done	  unto	  edifying.	  
	  
or	  
	  
What	  then	  shall	  we	  say,	  brothers	  and	  sisters?	  When	  you	  come	  together,	  each	  of	  you	  has	  a	  hymn,	  or	  a	  
word	  of	  instruction,	  a	  revelation,	  a	  tongue	  or	  an	  interpretation.	  Everything	  must	  be	  done	  so	  that	  the	  
church	  may	  be	  built	  up.	  
	  
or	  
	  
So	  here's	  what	  I	  want	  you	  to	  do.	  When	  you	  gather	  for	  worship,	  each	  one	  of	  you	  be	  prepared	  with	  
something	  that	  will	  be	  useful	  for	  all:	  Sing	  a	  hymn,	  teach	  a	  lesson,	  tell	  a	  story,	  lead	  a	  prayer,	  provide	  an	  
insight.	  
	  
There’s	  this	  overall	  theme	  of	  thankful	  participation.	  	  How	  would	  we	  need	  to	  change	  our	  gatherings	  to	  
reflect	  this	  blueprint?	  	  What	  is	  it	  about	  what	  we	  do	  that	  doesn’t	  match?	  
	  
So	  if	  worship	  is	  designed	  to	  be	  an	  All-‐Play	  [to	  borrow	  from	  Pictionary],	  then	  what	  keeps	  us	  from…	  
All…Playing?	  
	  

1. Autopilot.	  [acting	  without	  conscious	  thought	  because	  of	  tiredness,	  shock,	  or	  familiarity	  with	  the	  
task	  being	  performed]	  	  Mindless	  drones	  or	  robots.	  

2. Consumerism	  [the	  promotion	  of	  the	  consumer's	  interests].	  	  WIIFM.	  	  What	  do	  I	  like?	  	  What	  will	  I	  
get	  out	  of	  it?	  	  They	  are	  serving	  me…um,	  waiter,	  can	  I	  have	  some	  mayo	  on	  the	  side?	  

3. Performance.	  	  Should	  it	  feel	  like	  a	  performance?	  	  Depends	  to	  Who	  or	  who.	  	  If	  you	  are	  the	  
audience,	  then	  I	  don’t	  think	  that	  really	  fits	  the	  blueprint.	  	  If	  God	  is	  the	  audience,	  then	  it	  does.	  But	  
WAIT!!!!!	  Don’t	  get	  into	  Performance	  Based	  Acceptance…especially	  toward	  God.	  	  Let’s	  look	  at	  
something:	  

	  
You	  are	  worshipers!	  	  You	  are	  sons	  and	  daughters.	  	  You	  are	  growing	  in	  your	  knowledge	  of	  God.	  	  You	  are	  
learning	  to	  give	  your	  love	  back	  to	  Your	  heavenly	  Father.	  	  You	  are	  practicing	  biblical	  expressions	  of	  
worship.	  



	  
But	  before	  you	  either	  a)	  ignore	  me	  because	  you	  think	  you’ll	  never	  be	  able	  to	  be	  disciplined	  enough	  to	  
earn	  your	  identity	  as	  a	  worshiper	  or	  b)	  you’re	  already	  fretfully	  making	  a	  mental	  list	  of	  the	  things	  to	  be	  
added	  to	  your	  duty	  roster	  to	  avoid	  being	  disqualified	  and	  found	  out	  to	  “not	  be	  a	  true	  worshiper”	  let	  me	  
give	  you	  some	  very	  freeing	  context.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
If	  you	  work	  at	  being	  obedient	  through	  the	  Law,	  you’ll	  try	  to	  define	  your	  Identity	  by	  your	  Good	  Works.	  
If	  I	  pursue	  Obedience	  before	  knowing	  my	  Identity,	  my	  good	  works	  (obedience)	  become	  my	  identity	  
rather	  than	  who	  my	  Father	  says	  I	  am.	  
	  
As	  C.	  J.	  Mahaney	  explains	  in	  The	  Cross	  Centered	  Life:	  
“Legalism	  is	  seeking	  to	  achieve	  forgiveness	  from	  God	  and	  acceptance	  by	  God	  through	  obedience	  to	  God.	  
In	  other	  words,	  a	  legalist	  is	  anyone	  who	  behaves	  as	  if	  they	  can	  earn	  God’s	  approval	  and	  forgiveness	  
through	  personal	  performance.”	  
	  
You	  might	  be	  saying:	  “I	  want	  to	  please	  You.	  	  I	  want	  to	  do	  everything	  I	  can	  do	  for	  You…and	  hope	  that	  it’s	  
enough.”	  	  Let	  me	  share	  what	  I	  believe	  is	  God’s	  pattern	  in	  this:	  
	  

Father 

Identity Obedience 

(good works) 

Covenant 

lost 

Grace 

Mercy 

Law 

(son/daughter) 

King 

Authority Power 

Kingdom 



Matthew	  3:16-‐17	  (NIV)	  
As	  soon	  as	  Jesus	  was	  baptized,	  he	  went	  up	  out	  of	  the	  water.	  At	  that	  moment	  heaven	  was	  opened,	  and	  
he	  saw	  the	  Spirit	  of	  God	  descending	  like	  a	  dove	  and	  alighting	  on	  him.	  	  And	  a	  voice	  from	  heaven	  said,	  
“This	  is	  my	  Son,	  whom	  I	  love;	  with	  him	  I	  am	  well	  pleased.”	  
	  
When	  Jesus	  was	  being	  baptized	  [before	  He	  had	  done	  ANYTHING],	  God	  gave	  Him	  His	  stamp	  of	  approval,	  
His	  Identity	  and	  His	  blessing.	  	  He	  hadn’t	  healed	  anyone.	  Hadn’t	  prophesied.	  Hadn’t	  cast	  a	  demon	  out.	  
Hadn’t	  raised	  the	  dead.	  	  Nothing.	  	  	  By	  the	  way	  we	  live,	  it	  would	  seem	  like	  that	  moment	  would’ve	  
happened	  more	  like	  this:	  “This	  is	  my	  son,	  whom	  I	  love;	  He’s	  really	  got	  potential.	  	  He	  may	  do	  great	  things.	  
I’ll	  let	  you	  know	  in	  a	  few	  years	  if	  He	  amounts	  to	  anything.	  	  He’s	  new	  in	  ministry,	  but	  give	  Him	  a	  few	  years	  
to	  prove	  Himself.	  	  But	  no,	  He	  says	  “I	  AM	  WELL	  PLEASED.”	  
	  
So	  it’s	  in	  the	  context	  of	  being	  drawn	  to	  the	  Father,	  knowing	  that	  we’re	  sons	  and	  daughters,	  dearly	  loved	  
and	  pleasing,	  that	  we	  should	  obey,	  know	  what	  good	  works	  we	  can	  be	  doing,	  and	  journey	  forward	  as	  
worshipers!	  
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