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Register Today for Annual         
Conference 2016 at:   

acregistration.holston.org  

Deadline to register:    

May 20th, 2016 

Pre-Conference Briefing 

Watch the Video at  

www.holston.org    

 

South Sudan / Abingdon District Partnership 

Abingdon District Missional Challenge...You Can Help…Lets Do This!                       

Challenge- $ 250.00  per church for 2 years  (2016 and 2017) 

Send checks payable to Holston Conference  P.O. Box 850 Alcoa, TN 37701 

Please write #537 in the memo line   

This money applies towards Five Star Status as a “Conference” 

The Abingdon District will 
host a                                   

“Feeding America Workday” 

Saturday, August 20th, 2016 

Pleasant View UMC,            
Abingdon 

More details soon…… 

    Packing for General Conference  

     Colossians 3:12-15 

And the most important piece of clothing you must wear is love. Love that binds us 
all together in perfect harmony. Colossians 3:14 (NLT) 

Today, I once again began packing for General Conference. I’ve tried to complete 
this task several times but I keep running into the same roadblock. “I have nothing 
to wear,” I keep saying to myself. Maybe you have said those same words or heard 
them spoken in desperation by others.  

I have several closets full of clothes to choose from. How much is too much before 
the airlines charge me extra? As I struggle—and stress out—over which outfits to 
pack, it occurs to me: A few basic pieces and colors are all I really need for this trip 
to Portland, Oregon. 

This clothing dilemma reminds me of the Colossians passage above: “And the most 
important piece of clothing you must wear is love. Love that binds us all together 
in perfect harmony.”  It is my hope that each of us attending the 2016 General 
Conference will come clothed in love. This garment of love will enable us to en-
gage in Christian Conferencing as we speak and listen to one another. This gar-
ment of love will equip us to work together despite our differences. Yes, I pray 
that all of us will remember to pack this essential piece of clothing.  After all, love 
will not put us over the luggage weight limit. 

Well, my packing is almost done—maybe just one more pair of shoes. 

Blessings, 

Sandra 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE  2016 

Sunday, June 5th – Wednesday, June 8th  

The following persons were elected at District Charge   
Conference September 13th , 2015 by a ballot vote to 
serve the Abingdon District as At-Large Members to       
Annual Conference 2016: 

Tom Taylor Candice Gurley Jacob Countiss 

Lynn Johnson Connie Hayes Millie Saunders 

Heda Quillin Yolanda Miranda Matthew Hamilton 

Greg Herrell Shawn Grigsby Glenda Maine 

Fay Kegley Alma Wheeler Mark Asbury  

Jane Carter 

Alternates:   Emily Salyers, Dick Grayson, Shea Clingerman 

Other Persons Representing Abingdon District: 

Prue Oxendine – UMW President 

Sue Tilson – District Lay Leader 

Young Adult Representative –Amanda Countiss 

CCYM Representative – Andrew Wilson 

Campus Ministry Representative -Emily Ballard  

 

Attention Pastors! 

              Clergy Picnic—Thursday, June 30th  6:30  pm 

Pleasant View UMC, Abingdon  

Bring your favorite covered dish and join us!  Drinks and            
tableware will be supplied by the Abingdon 

District   

(No Clergy meeting or banquet in May) 

 

 

 

 

We’re doing so well we can’t stop now! That good news is the reason this year’s     Annual Conference Missions 
Offering will once again bless the children in our midst as we support Ministry with Children in Poverty in Holston 
Conference. Through this past year, our congregations have given generously to fund grants to change the lives of 
children in poverty with a total of over $197,000 so far. Countless hours of service and outreach have been shared 
to develop relationships with these young lives and to bring new hope and possibility for their future. Thank you, 
Holston, for assuring that poverty does not have the last word for the children in our communities.  

In additional to our $10 per member and 10 hours of service per average worship attendance, this year we will 
help more of our congregations take the first steps toward school partnerships. Each local church is asked to send 
one of eight selected children’s books with every lay and clergy member to Annual Conference June 5-8. These 
books will be collected and made available for local churches to take home and share as an opening gift to begin a 
school partnership with their neighborhood schools. You can learn more about our congregation’s 2016 mission 
offering gifts of $10 and 10 hours per worship attendance and the book collection at waytogiveholston.org. 

Thank you, Holston. Let’s continue to bring it home as we engage in ministry with children in poverty in the       
Holston Conference.     Together, we share to bless our neighbors.     

These books will be collected at the Susan Todd Lounge at the Harrell Center at Lake Junaluska, N.C.  

You are invited to participate in an Annual Confer-

ence Choir composed of lay and clergy members of 

the Annual Conference. The choir will sing during 

the Memorial Service on Monday, June 6, 2016, at 

2:00 p.m. and again during the Missions Celebration on Tuesday, 

June 7, at 7:00 p.m.  Spouses who are in attendance for the An-

nual Conference are also welcomed to participate. The anthems 

and rehearsal times will be   announced soon. 

Dress will be white shirts or blouses and black pants or skirts (no 
shorts, please). A recording of the two anthems will be sent to 
you by email. Please indicate your willingness to participate and 
the     e-mail address that you would like the anthem recordings 
sent to by responding to Lori Sluder at LoriSluder@holston.org 
no later than Monday, May 30th.  

mailto:LoriSluder@holston.org?subject=Annual%20Conference%20Choir&body=Yes%2C%20I%20would%20like%20to%20be%20a%20part%20of%20the%202016%20Annual%20Conference%20Choir!%20Please%20e-mail%20the%20anthems%20to%3A%20%20%0A%0AName%3A%20__________________%0A%0AChurc


 

HEALTH KITS for 2016    Abingdon – Goal 400      For Liberia 

Pack these items in a Large Zip-Loc bag: 

1 hand towel 

1 washcloth 

2 toothbrushes 

2 tubes toothpaste (6.4. oz. or less) 

1 bottle shampoo (15 oz. or less) 

1 bottle lotion (18 oz. or less) 

1 bottle roll-on deodorant (4 oz. or less) 

1 small spray perfume/cologne/body mist (4 oz. or less) 

 

Pack these separately in sandwich-size Zip-Loc bag:  Note: Do not pack this bag in the larger bag 

1 tube antibiotic ointment (1 oz.) 

1 bottle Tylenol/acetaminophen (24 ct.) 

Include $5.00 per kit.    Do not place money inside the kits. 

Churches should write one check for total number of kits payable to 

Abingdon District .    Drop-off days are May 25th and 26th  9 am –5 pm  at Pleasant View UMC in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Health Kit Help Needed!      Can You Help by Giving 3-4 hours of Service?    

This year we would love for you to volunteer to help with the receiving and shipping  of Health Kits.    If you, or 
someone you know, would like to help please call the District Office at 276-628-4421.     

Volunteers are needed  at Pleasant View UMC, Abingdon, on the following days: 

Wednesday, May 25th - 9am -5 pm 

Thursday, May 26th –9 am --5 pm 

 

 Summer Mission  Opportunity 

South Carolina Flooding Disaster Response 

The South Carolina Methodist Conference has notified UMVIM that they are 
now ready to accept teams for the rebuild phase of their disaster recovery 
stemming from the October 2015 floods. Billy Robinson and his entire team 
did an outstanding job during the recovery phase, and staff was hired by the 
conference to handle assessments and the time has come for our SC Volun-
teers to do their part. 

UMVIM-SC has trained over 50 team leaders all across the state since the 
floods 6 months ago. The need is great--some have suggested that this rebuild 
phase could last for more than three years. 

If you would like to help, please visit the conference website, or contact     
volunteer coordinator Stephanie Hunt at screcovery@umcsc.org. 

 

We want to let you know how much we appreciate 
your love and prayers for us and the ministry here in 
South Sudan.  We also want you to know how         
important your prayers, love, and support for us and 
the ministry are.   Without you, our presence and the 
ministry would not be possible.  
Thank you and God bless you.   
Blessings, 
Fred and Libby Dearing 
 
Please download our latest e-newsletter available at: 
SudanHope.Holston.org  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VJcrBx7RDE8A20HpeXgcxwRPpfaYQ96jAndr4HhcuCD-1uJar21SaeYkaPZLt8iH2tT5Eqe3I9qwvXqcqJkfBsJxmTswsyOlg-Ro1vKLSW0SiVCvoxqYAmWHVl7Bh0HRNflvsVn6cxqxjZl3i5nhxdKHevxpuanQ3Npyirtz4GQ=&c=&ch=
mailto:screcovery@umcsc.org
http://email.robly.com/mpss/c/9QA/AW0eAA/t.1wq/7ezZ5VtVQ12C3MzRBLG3UA/h0/2YVYd5JPQ3EQyXjU8oSraPfZ6zc5HlQV8XOaqQiCs-2FJxShP-2BTDJF7HkdhBY8f-2B-2Fk0k-2FtvpBEt-2BL6l3RsZ-2FPoF-2BJfXwuYjTdVk9bGtfy1Tj0-3D


Abingdon District Office 
PO. Box 263 
Abingdon, Virginia 242120 

 

Abingdon District  -  

WEBSITE  

You can access District information by visiting our 
website at:  

abingdondistrictumc.org  

Scholarship Opportunities! 

Plasterco  United Methodist Church  Scholarship Endowment  - support for 
Christian higher education for young people from the Abingdon District   pursu-
ing a calling to ministry or a church--related career.   If you know a   candidate, 
please contact the District Office at 276-628-4421 for an application.    Deadline 
to submit an application  -May 15th.   

Jeanette Reynolds Scholarship - This scholarship is available to any student pur-
suing the ordained ministry in Holston Conference. If you know of a candidate 
(or even an undergraduate interested in ministry) please pass this information 
along. 

The deadline for submission is May 16, 2016. Scholarships will be awarded this 
fall for 2016-17 academic year.   Call Scott Gillenwaters—865-813-0905 

 

 

 

The Wesley Free Medical Clinic in Abingdon, Virginia 
needs volunteers for Medical   Assistants.  The clinic 

could use anyone with EMT, RN, LPN, or CNA                
experiences.  The clinic is open every Thursday with two 
shifts.  The first shift is 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and the 
second shift is 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Please contact 

Kathy Whisman 423-571-0088 or whismank@btes.tv if 
you could help us once a month or anytime you are   

available.  

 

Give-A-Ways!!!!   Check it out……. 

State Street UMC recently upgraded their computer lab and the following      
software is no longer compatible.  They would love to donate the following 
items to a church.               

Life of Christ (this is GREAT software — 40 lessons on Life of Jesus including a 
little on the early church).  

  1999 version - #13 copies 

  1999-2003 version - #9 copies 

  Kid Pix Deluxe 3 - (drawing, illustrating software, GREAT for kids!) -             
#8 copies 

 CDs -Comptons New Media Children’s Bible   Stories Storybook CD and Col-
oring Book (Noah, David and Goliath, Joseph and his Brothers) 

 
Interested?   Call Jaymie—State Street UMC  at 276-669-2101 

***************************************************************** 

Pleasant View  UMC has books to give away to a small church with the following 
titles and quantities: 

1. Lord, Where are You when bad things happen     1 

2. An introductory course: Romans 5 

3. There’s A Hole in your Soul that only GOD can Fill    3 

4. What Jesus Is all About       1 

5. Conquer Life’s Challenges     1 

6. Relate        1 

7. Search the Scripture lectionary year C 1 & Year A-   1 each 

8. Jesus the way       1 

9. 12 parables of Jesus        1 

10. Lord  I want to Know You       1 

11. Celebrating Life          3 

12. Old test stories from the back side        1 

13. The Prayer Path              1 set 

 

Interested?   Call  Kathy  -  Pleasant View  UMC at 628-6323. 

Don’t forget to bring a book to                      
Annual Conference!    There are 
8 books to choose 
from…….listed on page 2 of this     
publication. 

 

THE ACADEMY  

For Spiritual Formation 

Emory & Henry College 

July 24-29, 2016      

Designed for Women, Men, Laity, and Clergy 

To register visit http://academy.upperroom.org/events/
five-day-academies  -Locate HOLSTON                                                              

http://www.theliberaloc.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/United-Methodist-Church.jpg
tel:423-571-0088
mailto:whismank@btes.tv
http://cl.s4.exct.net/?qs=2c69c569017b2db0473d6e718f662a2a0fc639c718a43921af24b6018dca9416

