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Abingdon District  -  

WEBSITE  

You can access District               
information by visiting our      

website at:  

abingdondistrictumc.org  

Check us out!    

 

Pastors and Treasurers:    

Annual Financial  Reviews due 
by  

March  31st 2017 

Form available on line at 
www.abingdondistrictumc.org  

Register for Annual Conference 2017 – 
Sunday, June 11 –Wednesday, June 14.      

Annual Conference attendee registration is now live! The link is at ac.holston.org  
 

Grace Notes  for Ash Wednesday 

Today is Ash Wednesday, according to the church calendar.  It is a day set aside for repent-

ance and reflection.  It is a day for putting on ashes and for commitment.  It is the day 

wherein we acknowledge our mortality as we remember that "we are dust and to dust we 

shall return."  

 

Today there are threats of harsh weather all around us.  As I write this, we are waiting to 

see if there are severe thunderstorms, hail, or worse.  Storms have already passed through 

Middle Tennessee with reports of tornado-like winds. Again, we are reminded that we are 

dust and to dust we shall return. 

 

Yet this is not the message of Jesus of Nazareth.  Jesus proclaimed that He is life; and by 

His words and actions he calmed the seas and the storms.  Jesus, even in His most harried 

time of life, knew to take time to be still and quiet. 

 

That, to me, is the message of Lent: while Good Friday is on the horizon, we are not there 

yet.  There are times when we will need to retreat to the wilderness, and others when we 

should be in fervent prayer in the garden.  There is always time for dinner with friends; 

and even when the world appears to crucify us, there is life for all on Easter. 

 

So what do you do with your Lenten Journey?  As in all journeys, it begins with a single 

step.   Commit to setting aside time to devote yourself to God through prayer, readings, 

and fellowship.  Take an afternoon each week and spend it on the trails, alone, just you 

and God.  And while it is good practice to give something up for Lent, perhaps it is a good 

time as well to take up a cause or special practice to draw you closer in your walk with 

God. 

"Grace Notes" is the monthly newsletter for First UMC, Mountain City  and Trade UMC, 

Trade TN -written by Rev. Scott Wilks 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE  2017 

June 11 –14, 2017 

The following persons were elected at District 
Charge Conference September 19th 2016 by a ballot 
vote to serve the Abingdon District as   At-Large 
Members to Annual Conference 2017: 

Millie Saunders 

Tom Taylor 

Lynn Johnson 

Dan Gill 

Marsha Rasnake 

Cindy Fleenor 

Glenda Maine 

Greg Herrell 

Chase Crickenberger 

Linda Stone 

Robert Van de Vuurst 

Tawana Teague 

Alex Sprinkle 

Heda Quillin 

Shawn Grigsby 

 Alternates elected: 

Claudine Roberts 

Marva Wheeler 

 

Other persons representing Abingdon District: 

Prue Oxendine – UMW President      

Sue Tilson – District Lay Leader    

Jacob Countiss -Young Adult Representative  

Andrew Wilson –CCYM Representative  

Moises Martinez –Campus Ministry Rep.  

 

At Large Members by Virtue of Delegates to       
General / Jurisdictional Conference: 

Joyce Moore, 

 Emily Ballard 

Carolyn Kidd 

 
Orders are now being accepted for 2016 Holston Conference Journals 

Visit www.holston.org to order yours today!   Cost $50.00 

If you cannot order online, please call the District  Office to order by 
check.    276-628-4421 

STOP HUNGER NOW 

Abingdon District is sponsoring an event to package approximately 
10,000 meals for distribution under the “STOP HUNGER NOW “       

program.  This event will take place on April 29, 2017 at Pleasant View 
United Methodist Church in Abingdon between 9:30 AM and 11:30 

AM.  There will be a limited number of participants for this event and 
pre-registration is required.  Registration will be on a first come basis.  
The registration fee is $50.  If you would like to be a part of this event 

plan now to find a sponsor and get your name on the roster.                              
Participants should be at least 12 years old.   

The registration fees only partially defray the cost of meal ingredients, 
so you can also participate in this event with a cash contribution of 

any amount. 

Register with Cindy Fleenor at The District Office-- 276-628-4421 

******************************************* 

Registration Form 

Yes, I want to be a participant____________________________ 

My sponsor is______________________________ 
(individual, church, organization within church, etc.) 

I/we can’t attend the event but wish to contribute $_______________ 

Name of contributor___________________________ 

Mail registration form with fees and contributions to:                               
Abingdon District, P.O. Box 263, Abingdon, VA  24212 

Make checks payable to Abingdon District. 

Deadline to register is April 21, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CLERGY MEETING REMINDER: 

Abingdon District Clergy will meet on Tuesday, March 14, 2017 
at Grace United Methodist Church—located at  720 Grace Street 

Marion, Va.        - Gathering at 9:30 am 

Bi-Vocational Evening Meeting at Carvosso UMC, Abingdon 

    6:00 pm 



LAY SERVANT TRAINING 

March 24-25, 2017   6-9 P.M.,8:30 A.M – 4 P.M 

Pleasant View UMC       18416 Lee Hwy        Abingdon, VA  

Beginning January 1, 2013 Lay Speaking Ministry became Lay Servant Ministry.  All current and new enrollees 
are encouraged to attend the training on March 24-25.  LAY SERVANT training is OPEN TO ALL Lay Servants, Lay     
Servant Speakers, SS teachers, church leaders. It’s not too late to register!   5 Courses will be offered.   
Cost :$25.00—Books are available at the District Office or can be mailed to participants by adding $2.00.              
A registration form is attached for your convenience—Questions?   Contact Earl Maine, 276-642-0792 or          
276-791-0167 

A NOTE TO ALL PERSONS INVOLVED IN MINISTRIES WITH CHILDREN IN ABINGDON DISTRICT 

 

How are you ministering to the children in your congregation?  In your neighborhoods?  What are your success stories?  What 
are your challenges?  What abundance can you share?  What do you not have enough of?  These are some of the questions I 
would like us to consider together in our ministry with children.   

So, for the next couple of months, I hope to visit with pastors and local church children’s workers.  If you have an active cluster, 
I would love to be invited to a meeting to listen to your stories of ministry with children, to hear successes and challenges, and 
to discern how we can work together.  We may discover some common issues we can address as a district, or, we may find 
different ways we can work together within our clusters.  My primary role is to listen, support, and help you identify resources 
for your ministries with children in your churches and neighborhoods.  I look forward to getting to know you and hearing your 
stories! 

Grace and peace, 

Carolyn Kidd 
Abingdon District Children’s Coordinator 
Email:  childrensminister@pleasantviewumc.com or carolynlkidd@gmail.com 
cell:  276 206-0595 

Thank you, Holston, for your ministry on behalf of children in poverty. 

Holston congregations are generous!   This month’s video and insert 
give thanks for the ways that your churches have responded to those 
affected by the recent wildfires in Sevier County, Tennessee, and to the 
needs of our neighborhood children through Change for Children and 
the offering for ministry with children in poverty.   Thank you, Holston, 
for loving our neighbors in very tangible ways through emergency      
response and everyday outreach. 

The next grant deadline for Ministry with Children in Poverty is May 15, 
2017.   Visit: waytogiveholston.org for more information. 

 

Jeanette Reynolds Scholarships are available to 
any student pursuing full time ministry in the   
United Methodist Church. The applicant must 
have a relationship with a church in the Holston 
Conference. Undergraduates or graduate students 
may apply. The deadline for applications is May 
15, 2017. 

Complete information is available at:                         
http://www.fumcor.org/scholarship-opportunities 

Scott Gillenwaters, Director of Student Ministries                                           
First United Methodist Church                                                  
1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike                                                          
Oak Ridge, TN 37830                                                   865-
865 - 813-0905 

Plasterco Scholarship information is available on our website at 
www.abingdondistrictumc.org    “News and Forms” - Deadline May 31 
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Abingdon District UMW Upcoming Events: 

March 11-12- - UMW Sisters in Service Retreat –
Sevierville, TN 

March 18, 2017 - Abingdon District President /Vice 
President Luncheon    Beech Grove UMC, Bristol, VA 

April 22 –Day Apart—Camp Ahistadi 

May 19-20—Session 1 –Spiritual Enrichment                   
Experience 

May 20-21—Session 2—Spiritual 
Enrichment Experience 

Lake Junaluska, NC 

 

 

SISTERS IN SERVICE                

A Contemporary Worship Event For Women – Multigenerational  

SPEAKER, DEACONNESS SELENA RUTH SMITH  OF SOUTH CAROLINA   

“Rejoice in the Lord Always”   

MARCH 11-12, 2017 at THE CONNEXION  in Sevierville TN  

Registration $20.00  / After March 1 - $25.00 

A brochure to register in attached for your convenience. 

For additional information contact Lori Sluder, by email                                                      
LoriLSluder@gmail.com or call (865) 414-4245.  

HEALTH KITS for 2017   Abingdon – Goal 400      -For Liberia  

Pack these items in a 2-gallon Zip-Loc bag: 

1 hand towel 

1 washcloth 

2 toothbrushes                                                                 

2 tubes toothpaste (6.4. oz. or less) 

1 bottle shampoo (15 oz. or less) 

1 bottle COCOA BUTTER lotion (11 oz. or less) 

1 bottle roll-on / spray deodorant (4 oz. or less) 

1 small spray perfume/cologne/body mist (4 oz. or less) 

 

Pack these separately in sandwich-size Zip-Loc bag: 

1 tube antibiotic ointment (1 oz.) 

1 bottle Tylenol/acetaminophen (24 ct.) 

Include $5.00 per kit.    Do not place money inside the kits. 

Churches should write one check for total number of kits payable to 

Abingdon District .    A drop-off day for early June and location  will be      
announced soon. 

CAMP AHISTADI CLEAN UP DAY!                         
CAN YOU HELP? 

Camp Ahistadi opening day for cleanup and    
preparation for the season is Saturday, April 1 
from 9:00 to 2:00.  If you are able to assist in this 
please let us know at 276-628-3092 or           
ahistadi@yahoo.com.   

Rev. Mark McFadden, 
Camp  Director 

 

Pastors and PPR Committees 

Local Church Profile / Parsonage Profiles are due by 
March 15, 2017.    Pastors must login to enter the 
information on line.   Be sure to Save and Submit.   

Visit: www.holston.org  

Job Opening: 

First United Methodist Church of Bristol, TN 

seeks a-20 hour a week secretary.  Responsible 

for church reception, communications, publica-

tions, maintenance of church calendar and all 

memorial notifications.  Maintain membership 

data/file.  Keep weekly vital statistics including 

Sunday School, Worship, and small group 

attendance.  Collaborate with pastor and       

resource church leaders as needed.  Other     

duties as agreed upon.  The qualified candidate 

will demonstrate proficiency in Microsoft Office 

Suite, e-mail marketing services and the ability 

to learn other computer programs.   For         

additional information, contact S. Dietz at 423-

764-6887 


